
 
 

April 2015 Newsletter 
Events from March 2015 

 
Some of the top issues for the month recapped below.   

 
Lack of Leadership, Supervision Found in San Diego PD: Department of 
Justice Audit 

March 17, 2015, NBC: Federal investigators looking into recent officer misconduct within 
the San Diego Police Department found officers were not held accountable and once 
they broke the rules, the misconduct continued undetected for years. 

The 83-page U.S. Department of Justice audit was released for the first time Tuesday 
and included 40 recommendations to handle gaps in policies and practices in regards to 
handling misconduct investigations and hiring practices. 

Link to report: http://media.nbcbayarea.com/documents/cops-w0756-pub.pdf 

http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/San-Diego-Police-Misconduct-Audit-Federal--296600781.html 

The Denver Auditor criticizes 'management failures' at Denver Jail and 
Department of Safety 
 
March 20, Denver Auditor: Findings of the audit include chronic understaffing and 
incomplete analysis of available information by the Internal Affairs Bureau. Auditor 
Dennis Gallagher's report also criticizes the Denver Department of Safety, which 
oversees the Sheriff Department, Fire Department and the Police Department. 

 
Link to audit: 
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/741/documents/Audits%202015/DSD_Jail_Operations_Audit_Report%200
3-19-15.pdf 
 
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/front-range/denver/denver-auditor-criticizes-management-failures-
at-denver-jail-and-department-of-safety 

 
March 4: Justice Department Finds a Pattern of Civil Rights Violations by 
the Ferguson Police Department 

The Justice Department announced the findings of its two civil rights investigations 
related to Ferguson, Missouri.   

http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-
releases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.pdf 

 
Department of Justice Releases Solicitations for New Rape Kit Reform 
Initiative 

http://media.nbcbayarea.com/documents/cops-w0756-pub.pdf
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/San-Diego-Police-Misconduct-Audit-Federal--296600781.html
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/741/documents/Audits%202015/DSD_Jail_Operations_Audit_Report%2003-19-15.pdf
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/741/documents/Audits%202015/DSD_Jail_Operations_Audit_Report%2003-19-15.pdf
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/741/documents/Audits%202015/DSD_Jail_Operations_Audit_Report%2003-19-15.pdf
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/front-range/denver/denver-auditor-criticizes-management-failures-at-denver-jail-and-department-of-safety
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/front-range/denver/denver-auditor-criticizes-management-failures-at-denver-jail-and-department-of-safety
http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-releases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-releases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.pdf
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The solicitations can be found HERE: https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKIsol.pdf 
…and HERE: https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKI-TTAsol.pdf 
http://wric.com/2015/03/12/department-of-justice-releases-solicitations-for-new-rape-kit-
reform-initiative/ 

March 23: State bills would limit access to officer body camera videos 

Lawmakers in at least 15 states have introduced bills to exempt video recordings of 
police encounters with citizens from state public records laws, or to limit what can be 
made public. 
 
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_BODY_CAMERAS_PUBLIC_ACCESS?SITE=AP&SECTION=H
OME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT 

We just completed an Introduction to Law Enforcement Inspections and Auditing 
class hosted by the Phoenix Police Sergeants and Lieutenants Association in 
Phoenix, AZ. The class was attended by the following agencies:   
 

 Grand Junction CO. PD 

 Phoenix PD 

 St. Paul, Minnesota, PD 

 AZ Department of Transportation, Inspector General’s Office 

 Buckeye, AZ. PD 

 Goodyear, AZ.  PD 
 

Newsletter Categories: 
 Audit related 

 U.S. DOJ 

 Oversight 

 Technology 

 Special Interest 

 Misconduct 
 

Audit related: 
 
March 20: Denver Auditor criticizes 'management failures' at Denver Jail 
and Department of Safety 
 
Findings of the audit include chronic understaffing and incomplete analysis of available 
information by the Internal Affairs Bureau. Auditor Dennis Gallagher's report also 
criticizes the Denver Department of Safety, which oversees the Sheriff Department, Fire 
Department and the Police Department. 
 
Link to audit: 
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/741/documents/Audits%202015/DSD_Jail_Operations_Audit_Report%200
3-19-15.pdf 

https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKIsol.pdf
https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKI-TTAsol.pdf
http://wric.com/2015/03/12/department-of-justice-releases-solicitations-for-new-rape-kit-reform-initiative/
http://wric.com/2015/03/12/department-of-justice-releases-solicitations-for-new-rape-kit-reform-initiative/
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_BODY_CAMERAS_PUBLIC_ACCESS?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_BODY_CAMERAS_PUBLIC_ACCESS?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/741/documents/Audits%202015/DSD_Jail_Operations_Audit_Report%2003-19-15.pdf
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/741/documents/Audits%202015/DSD_Jail_Operations_Audit_Report%2003-19-15.pdf
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/741/documents/Audits%202015/DSD_Jail_Operations_Audit_Report%2003-19-15.pdf
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http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/front-range/denver/denver-auditor-criticizes-management-failures-
at-denver-jail-and-department-of-safety 
 

March 17: Audit critical of Pasadena CA.  PD 
 
March 16, 2015, Audit cites lack of training, lack of oversight and lack of accountability, 
particularly in the detective division.   

 
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/government-and-politics/20150316/pasadena-police-department-broken-
critics-say-as-city-reviews-audit 

 
March 17: City Audit Recommendations Ignored for the Most Part 
 
March 16, 2015, San Jose Inside: In 2012, a city audit found that San Jose police 
working off-duty security jobs lacked accountability and, in some cases, abused the 
system. One officer allegedly double-billed two school districts, according to the report 
by City Auditor Sharon Erickson, who handed down a list of recommendations to get the 
program back in line. 
 
Three years after Erickson called for "urgent reform and a cultural change," more than 
80 percent of those recommendations have yet to be implemented. 
 
http://www.sanjoseinside.com/2015/03/17/san-jose-audit-recommendations-ignored-for-the-most-part/ 

 
March 17: Preliminary Information on FirstNet's Efforts to Establish a 
Nationwide Broadband Network 
 
March 11, 2015, GAO.GOV: GAO's ongoing work has found that the First Responder 
Network Authority (FirstNet) has made progress carrying out the responsibilities 
established in the 2012 Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act (the 2012 act) but 
lacks certain elements of effective internal controls. 
 
Link to report: 
http://www.gao.gov/assets/670/668933.pdf 

 
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-15-380T 

 
March 17: Audit: Agencies handle public record requests differently  
 
MARCH 15, 2015, MIAMI HERALD: JACKSONVILLE.  A statewide audit by Florida 
newspapers shows most local and state agencies respond efficiently — and in some 
cases thoroughly — to simple public records requests, though the cost for similar 
records varied widely and some agencies failed to respond at all.  
 
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/state/florida/article14470640.html 

 
March 9: D.C. mayor orders audit of crime lab amid dispute over DNA 
testing 
 

http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/front-range/denver/denver-auditor-criticizes-management-failures-at-denver-jail-and-department-of-safety
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/front-range/denver/denver-auditor-criticizes-management-failures-at-denver-jail-and-department-of-safety
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/government-and-politics/20150316/pasadena-police-department-broken-critics-say-as-city-reviews-audit
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/government-and-politics/20150316/pasadena-police-department-broken-critics-say-as-city-reviews-audit
http://www.sanjoseinside.com/2015/03/17/san-jose-audit-recommendations-ignored-for-the-most-part/
http://www.gao.gov/assets/670/668933.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-15-380T
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/state/florida/article14470640.html
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March 6, 2015, Washington Post: D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser has commissioned an 
audit of the city’s new crime lab after forensic experts hired by the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
said they discovered errors in some of the lab’s DNA analyses, the mayor’s office said 
Friday. 
 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/dc-mayor-orders-audit-of-citys-crime-lab-amid-dispute-over-dna-
testing/2015/03/06/753d3e14-c437-11e4-ad5c-3b8ce89f1b89_story.html 
 

  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/dc-mayor-orders-audit-of-citys-crime-lab-amid-dispute-over-dna-testing/2015/03/06/753d3e14-c437-11e4-ad5c-3b8ce89f1b89_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/dc-mayor-orders-audit-of-citys-crime-lab-amid-dispute-over-dna-testing/2015/03/06/753d3e14-c437-11e4-ad5c-3b8ce89f1b89_story.html
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March 5: City audit: Portland police training often dwindles on major policy 
changes a year or two later 
 
March 4, 2015, Oregonlive: The Portland Police Bureau can be quick to respond to high-
profile shootings or deaths in custody with policy changes and immediate training, but 
the training falls off over time, according to a city audit released Tuesday. 
 
The audit also found that few officers during an annual refresher course last year could 
correctly describe the bureau's current policy on use of force. 
 
Link to audit report: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=66565&a=520697 

 
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2015/03/city_audit_portland_police_tra.html 

 
 

U.S. Department of Justice  
 
Reviews still coming of St. Louis County police practices and handling of 
protests 

The Justice Department has handed down its evaluation of law enforcement in 

Ferguson. Next up: The St. Louis County police. But two federal reviews of the region’s 

second-largest police department are much different from the civil rights investigations 

that recently put Ferguson back into the international spotlight and sent six city officials 

out the door. 

These do not come with the threat of a civil rights lawsuit, something that will enforce 

reforms in Ferguson. They are conducted by the Community Oriented Policing Services 

arm of the Justice Department . 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/reviews-still-coming-of-st-louis-county-police-practices-

and/article_44da5fc6-7767-59c8-9f3e-c21d1841621c.html 

 

March 17: Lack of Leadership, Supervision Found in SDPD: Department of 
Justice Audit 

March 17, 2015, NBC: Federal investigators looking into recent officer misconduct within 
the San Diego Police Department found officers were not held accountable and once 
they broke the rules, the misconduct continued undetected for years. 

The 83-page U.S. Department of Justice audit was released for the first time Tuesday 
and included 40 recommendations to handle gaps in policies and practices in regards to 
handling misconduct investigations and hiring practices. 

http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=66565&a=520697
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2015/03/city_audit_portland_police_tra.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/reviews-still-coming-of-st-louis-county-police-practices-and/article_44da5fc6-7767-59c8-9f3e-c21d1841621c.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/reviews-still-coming-of-st-louis-county-police-practices-and/article_44da5fc6-7767-59c8-9f3e-c21d1841621c.html
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Link to report: http://media.nbcbayarea.com/documents/cops-w0756-pub.pdf 

http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/San-Diego-Police-Misconduct-Audit-Federal--296600781.html 

March 16, 2015: Department of Justice Releases Solicitations for New Rape 
Kit Reform Initiative 

March 12, 2015, WRIC: NEW YORK – The Joyful Heart Foundation, one of the nation’s 
leading advocacy organizations working toward nationwide rape kit reform, today 
welcomed the U.S. Department of Justice’s release of two solicitations for funding to 
address the growing backlog of sexual assault kits at law enforcement agencies. 

This program, funded through a first-of-its-kind federal investment in the FY15 
Commerce, Justice and Science spending bill last year, will provide local communities 
resources through the Bureau of Justice Assistance to support multidisciplinary 
community response teams engaged in the comprehensive reform of jurisdictions’ 
approaches to sexual assault cases. This includes testing backlogged kits; investigating 
and prosecuting cases connected to the backlog; and addressing the need for victim 
notification and re-engagement with the criminal justice system. 

The solicitations can be found HERE: https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKIsol.pdf 

…and HERE: https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKI-TTAsol.pdf 

http://wric.com/2015/03/12/department-of-justice-releases-solicitations-for-new-rape-kit-reform-initiative/ 

March 6: How the DOJ Reforms a Police Department Like Ferguson 

March 5, 2015, PBS: The investigation of the Ferguson police department is one 
outcome of a federal law, passed in the wake of a notorious incident of police violence: 
the 1991 case of Rodney King, a black man who was beaten by Los Angeles police after 
being stopped for speeding. Three years later, Congress passed the Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement Act, which included a provision that gave the Justice 
Department unprecedented power to investigate law enforcement agencies for systemic 
problems — such as use of excessive force, or racial profiling — and force them to 
implement reforms. 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/criminal-justice/how-the-doj-reforms-a-police-department-like-
ferguson/ 

March 4: Justice Department Finds a Pattern of Civil Rights Violations by 
the Ferguson Police Department 

The Justice Department announced the findings of its two civil rights investigations 
related to Ferguson, Missouri, today.   

http://media.nbcbayarea.com/documents/cops-w0756-pub.pdf
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/San-Diego-Police-Misconduct-Audit-Federal--296600781.html
https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKIsol.pdf
https://www.bja.gov/Funding/15SAKI-TTAsol.pdf
http://wric.com/2015/03/12/department-of-justice-releases-solicitations-for-new-rape-kit-reform-initiative/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/criminal-justice/how-the-doj-reforms-a-police-department-like-ferguson/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/criminal-justice/how-the-doj-reforms-a-police-department-like-ferguson/
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 The Justice Department found that the Ferguson Police Department (FPD) 
engaged in a pattern or practice of conduct that violates the First, Fourth, and 
14th Amendments of the Constitution.   

 The Justice Department also announced that the evidence examined in its 
independent, federal investigation into the fatal shooting of Michael Brown does 
not support federal civil rights charges against Ferguson Police Officer Darren 
Wilson. 

The department found that the FPD has a pattern or practice of: 

 Conducting stops without reasonable suspicion and arrests without probable 
cause in violation of the Fourth Amendment; 

 Interfering with the right to free expression in violation of the First Amendment; 
and 

 Using unreasonable force in violation of the Fourth Amendment. 

The department found that Ferguson Municipal Court has a pattern or practice of:  

 Focusing on revenue over public safety, leading to court practices that violate the 
14th Amendment’s due process and equal protection requirements. 

 Court practices exacerbating the harm of Ferguson’s unconstitutional police 
practices and imposing particular hardship upon Ferguson’s most vulnerable 
residents, especially upon those living in or near poverty. Minor offenses can 
generate crippling debts, result in jail time because of an inability to pay and 
result in the loss of a driver’s license, employment, or housing. 

The department found a pattern or practice of racial bias in both the FPD and 
municipal court:  

 The harms of Ferguson’s police and court practices are borne disproportionately 
by African Americans and that this disproportionate impact is avoidable. 

 Ferguson’s harmful court and police practices are due, at least in part, to 
intentional discrimination, as demonstrated by direct evidence of racial bias and 
stereotyping about African Americans by certain Ferguson police and municipal 
court officials. 

The findings are laid out in a 100-page report that discusses the evidence and what 
remedies should be implemented to end the pattern or practice. The findings include two 
sets of recommendations, 26 in total, that the Justice Department believes are 
necessary to correct the unconstitutional FPD and Ferguson Municipal Court 
practices.  The recommendations include: changing policing and court practices so that 
they are based on public safety instead of revenue; improving training and oversight; 
changing practices to reduce bias, and; ending an overreliance on arrest warrants as a 
means of collecting fines. 
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http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-
releases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.pdf 

March 3: Justice Department to Fault Ferguson Police, Seeing Racial Bias 
in Traffic Stops 

March 1, 2015, NY Times: WASHINGTON — The Justice Department has nearly 
completed a highly critical report accusing the police in Ferguson, Mo., of making 
discriminatory traffic stops of African-Americans that created years of racial animosity 
leading up to an officer’s shooting of a black teenager last summer, law enforcement 
officials said.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/02/us/justice-department-report-to-fault-police-in-ferguson.html?_r=1 

 

Oversight 

March 15: Monitor: Denver cops failed to record many clashes with body 
cameras 

March 10, 2015, Denver Post: During a six-month trial run for body cameras in the 
Denver Police Department, only about one out of every four use-of-force incidents 
involving officers was recorded. 

Link to Report: http://extras.denverpost.com/Denver_Monitor_2014_Annual_Report.pdf 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_27684562/monitor-denver-cops-failed-record-many-clashes-body 

Technology  

March 23: Crime Has Gone High-Tech, and the Law Can’t Keep Up 

Wired.com: When most people hear the word “criminal,” they probably picture some dim-
witted thug. But security expert Marc Goodman has been fighting crime for more than 20 
years, and he’s learned the hard way that crime is increasingly going high-tech, leaving 
law enforcement struggling to keep up. He outlines the challenges in his new book 
Future Crimes: Everything is Connected, Everyone is Vulnerable, and What We Can Do 
About It. 

http://www.wired.com/2015/03/geeks-guide-marc-goodman/ 

March 23: State bills would limit access to officer body camera videos 

IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) -- State legislators around the country are pushing to make it 
much harder for the public to obtain police officer body camera videos, undermining their 
promise as a tool people can use to hold law enforcement accountable. 

http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-releases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-releases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/02/us/justice-department-report-to-fault-police-in-ferguson.html?_r=1
http://extras.denverpost.com/Denver_Monitor_2014_Annual_Report.pdf
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_27684562/monitor-denver-cops-failed-record-many-clashes-body
http://www.wired.com/2015/03/geeks-guide-marc-goodman/
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Lawmakers in at least 15 states have introduced bills to exempt video recordings of 
police encounters with citizens from state public records laws, or to limit what can be 
made public. 

Their stated motive: preserving the privacy of people being videotaped, and saving 
considerable time and money that would need to be spent on public information requests 
as the technology quickly becomes widely used. 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_BODY_CAMERAS_PUBLIC_ACCESS?SITE=AP&SECTION=H
OME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT 

 

March 20: San Diego police body camera report: Fewer complaints, less 
use of force  

LA Times: The use of body cameras by San Diego police has led to fewer complaints by 
residents and less use of force by officers, according to a city report released 
Wednesday. Complaints have fallen 40.5% and use of "personal body" force by officers 
has been reduced by 46.5% and use of tear gas by 30.5%, according to the report 
developed by the Police Department for the City Council's Public Safety and Livable 
Neighborhoods Committee. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-body-cameras-20150318-story.html 

March 20: Maker of video cameras for law enforcement chooses Azure 
Government for security, ease of use 

Microsoft: In the United States it’s no longer a question of “if” police departments will 
adopt cameras to make a record of police activity, but when, says Steve Ward, founder 
of VIEVU, a leading manufacturer of secure video cameras for law enforcement. 

VIEVU is partnering with Microsoft “to remove much of the heavy lifting of storing and 
managing video by providing a one-click option for securely using the Microsoft Azure 
Government cloud,” Ward writes in a guest post on the Microsoft on Government Blog. 

Azure Government provides a cost-effective, flexible option for storing and managing 
data, with advanced security and redundant backup, Ward says. 

http://blogs.microsoft.com/firehose/2015/03/18/maker-of-video-cameras-for-law-enforcement-chooses-
azure-government-for-security-ease-of-use/ 

March 19: What's Next for Nextdoor After $110 Million Investment? 

Govt. Tech: Co-founder Sarah Leary talks about what's coming for her rapidly growing 
social media platform that's valued at more than $1 billion. 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_BODY_CAMERAS_PUBLIC_ACCESS?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_BODY_CAMERAS_PUBLIC_ACCESS?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-body-cameras-20150318-story.html
http://blogs.microsoft.com/firehose/2015/03/18/maker-of-video-cameras-for-law-enforcement-chooses-azure-government-for-security-ease-of-use/
http://blogs.microsoft.com/firehose/2015/03/18/maker-of-video-cameras-for-law-enforcement-chooses-azure-government-for-security-ease-of-use/
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The platform’s social network musters 5 million exchanged messages per day from more 
than 53,000 neighborhoods nationwide. Nextdoor is also used by nearly 700 jurisdictions 
for citizen communication through its government dashboard, Nextdoor for Public 
Agencies. 

http://www.govtech.com/local/Whats-Next-for-Nextdoor-After-110-Million-Investment.html 

March 19: ShotSpotter System to be Expanded for NYPD, Officials Say  

The announcement of additional acoustic detectors that use triangulation to locate 
potential shooting locations comes at a time this year when shootings have climbed. 

http://www.govtech.com/products/ShotSpotter-System-to-be-Expanded-for-NYPD-Officials-Say-.html 

March 11: The CIA is giving its surveillance tech to US law enforcement 

March 10, 2015, Engadget: The Justice Department's newest electronic dragnet--plane-
mounted "dirtboxes" that can slurp thousands of cellular phone ID's from the air -- was 
originally developed by the CIA to hunt terrorists in the Middle East, The Wall Street 
Journal reports. Now however, it's being used domestically to track American citizens. 
That's not good. 

http://www.engadget.com/2015/03/10/the-cia-is-giving-its-surveillance-tech-to-us-law-enforcement/ 

March 11: Authorities: Likely cyberattack hits city of Madison website, 
email, law enforcement computers 

March 9, 2015, Star Tribune: MADISON, Wis. — Authorities in Wisconsin say a likely 
cyberattack has affected the city of Madison's website and email system, as well as 
computers used by law enforcement countywide. 

Dane County Emergency Management said the city began experiencing a high volume 
of Internet activity consistent with an outside attack late Monday. 

The apparent attack comes three days after a Madison police officer on Friday shot and 
killed an unarmed 19-year-old. 

http://www.startribune.com/local/295709861.html 

March 11: Memphis police: 12,000 backlogged rape kits tested, suspects 
ID'd 

March 10, 2015, Chicago Tribune: Testing of thousands of rape evidence kits that sat 
ignored for years in Memphis has resulted in the identification of 16 people suspected of 
raping multiple victims, an investigator said Monday.. 

http://www.govtech.com/local/Whats-Next-for-Nextdoor-After-110-Million-Investment.html
http://www.govtech.com/products/ShotSpotter-System-to-be-Expanded-for-NYPD-Officials-Say-.html
http://www.engadget.com/2015/03/10/the-cia-is-giving-its-surveillance-tech-to-us-law-enforcement/
http://www.startribune.com/local/295709861.html
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Memphis, Houston, Cleveland and Detroit are among the U.S. cities working to reduce a 
backlog of thousands of untested rape kits, with hopes that evidence collected from the 
kits could lead to prosecution of more sexual assault cases. Rape victims have sued the 
city of Memphis, alleging that the failure to test some 12,000 kits has allowed too many 
rapists to escape prosecution. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-memphis-rape-kits-20150309-story.html 

March 11: Seattle police post blurry body-camera videos to YouTube in 
transparency bid  

March 10, 2015, Critics question if open-source ‘over-redaction’ software violates privacy 
but pilot program is first step in department’s effort to recapture public’s trust. 

http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/mar/09/seattle-police-posting-body-camera-footage-youtube-
transparency 

March 11: FAA OKs Michigan State Police aerial drone use 

March 9, 2015, Detroit Free Press: The Federal Aviation Administration has granted 
Michigan State Police permission to fly a drone anywhere in the state for law 
enforcement purposes. 

The FAA gave the greenlight after a two-day visit to Michigan last month to review the 
program and safety procedures. 

http://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2015/03/09/drone-michigan-state-police-faa/24659777/ 

March 11: LASD curbs deputy in-car computer use a year after tragedy 

March 10, 2015, Daily News: In an effort to reduce distracted driving, Los Angeles 
County sheriff’s officials have implemented a new policy that significantly curbs the use 
of in-car computers, authorities said. 

The policy, which was formalized late last month, contains the department’s first explicit 
restrictions on such devices and comes a little more than a year after sheriff’s Deputy 
Andrew Wood fatally struck cyclist Milton Olin Jr. on Mulholland Highway in Calabasas 
while typing on his in-car computer. 

http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20150309/la-county-sheriff-curbs-deputy-in-car-
computer-use-a-year-after-tragedy 

March 9: Will FirstNet Become the Next Healthcare.gov? 

March 8, 2015, Govt Tech: Another signature achievement of the Obama Administration 
– the First Responder Network Authority – appears headed down a path similar to the 
original Healthcare.gov. Can officials fix it? 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-memphis-rape-kits-20150309-story.html
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/mar/09/seattle-police-posting-body-camera-footage-youtube-transparency
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/mar/09/seattle-police-posting-body-camera-footage-youtube-transparency
http://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2015/03/09/drone-michigan-state-police-faa/24659777/
http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20150309/la-county-sheriff-curbs-deputy-in-car-computer-use-a-year-after-tragedy
http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20150309/la-county-sheriff-curbs-deputy-in-car-computer-use-a-year-after-tragedy
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http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Will-FirstNet-Become-the-Next-
Healthcaregov.html?utm_source=newsletter_editorial&utm_medium=saturday_edition&utm_campaign=Gov
Tech_Today&elqaid=25872&elqat=1&elqTrackId=D2F62E0C430ACCDBC37C20F79B98C400 

March 9: How PayPal uses deep learning and detective work to fight fraud 

March 8, 2015, MSN: Hui Wang has seen the nature of online fraud change a lot in the 
11 years she’s been at PayPal. In fact, a continuous evolution of methods is kind of the 
nature of cybercrime. As the good guys catch onto one approach, the bad guys try to 
avoid detection by using another. 

http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/sports/how-paypal-uses-deep-learning-and-detective-work-to-fight-fraud/ar-
AA9tis7 

March 6: City of Oklahoma City joins social networking app Nextdoor 

March 5, 2015, KOCO.com: OKLAHOMA CITY —Oklahoma City citizens can now 
receive information from the city government through the social networking app 
Nextdoor.  Nextdoor is an app that neighborhoods can use to disseminate information 
privately within a neighborhood. 

http://www.koco.com/news/City-of-Oklahoma-City-joins-social-networking-app-Nextdoor/31634934 

March 5: San Diego County Board of Supervisors Vote to Outfit Deputies 
with Body Cameras 

March 3, 2015, NBC San Diego: With body cameras on their deputies, the letter said, 
the department would take a technological leap forward and the cameras would also 
"help promote a perceived legitimacy and a sense of procedural justice that communities 
expect from their law enforcement agencies." 

In that letter, the sheriff's department said there would be no fiscal impact associated 
with the request because the SDSO would come back to them with a recommendation 
for funding before receiving the cameras. 

http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Board-of-supervisors-to-consider-body-cameras-for-san-diego-
sheriffs-deputies-294846571.html 

March 4: 911's deadly flaw: Lack of location data 

March 3, 2015, USA Today: A technology shortfall can lead to tragic results, a national 
investigation shows. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2015/02/20/cellphone-911-lack-location-data/23570499/ 
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http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Will-FirstNet-Become-the-Next-Healthcaregov.html?utm_source=newsletter_editorial&utm_medium=saturday_edition&utm_campaign=GovTech_Today&elqaid=25872&elqat=1&elqTrackId=D2F62E0C430ACCDBC37C20F79B98C400
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March 4: Secrecy around police surveillance equipment proves a case’s 
undoing 

March 3, 2015, Washington Post: A defendants defense team detected investigators’ 
use of a secret surveillance tool, one that raises significant privacy concerns. In an 
unprecedented move, a state judge ordered the police to show the device — a cell-tower 
simulator sometimes called a StingRay — to the attorneys. How the stingray works……. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/secrecy-around-police-surveillance-equipment-
proves-a-cases-undoing/2015/02/22/ce72308a-b7ac-11e4-aa05-1ce812b3fdd2_story.html?hpid=z1 

March 4: Body camera maker has financial ties to chiefs 

March 3, 2015, City officials and rival companies are raising concerns about police 
chiefs' ties to Taser 

http://www.policeone.com/chiefs-sheriffs/articles/8377137-Body-camera-maker-has-financial-ties-to-chiefs/ 

March 3: Welcome Back from Your Trip Abroad, Now Hand Over That 
Bugged Phone 

February 19, 2015, DefenseOne: Officials at the departments of Justice and Homeland 
Security typically expect employees’ smartphones will be bugged when they travel 
overseas. So, they are experimenting with various ways to neutralize foreign spy gear. 

http://www.defenseone.com/technology/2015/02/welcome-back-your-trip-abroad-now-hand-over-bugged-
phone/105612/?oref=defenseone_today_nl 

Special Interest:  

March 27: NYPD  to Put 30,000 More Crime Scene Photos Online  

juxtapoz.com: The New York Police Department, with the help of a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, plans to digitize and make around 30,000 crime 
scene photographs taken between 1914 and 1975 available online. The photographs will 
join 870,000 that were published in 2012 and is a fraction of the 2.2 million photos, 
videos and audio files they have yet to get through! 

http://www.juxtapoz.com/photography/nyc-police-dept-to-put-30-000-more-crime-scene-photos-online 

March 27: Crime Statistics, Focus on Public Perceptions of Crime and the 
Police, and the Personal Well-being of Victims, 2013 to 2014 

The proportion of adults who gave the local police a positive rating (said they did a good 
or excellent job) was 63% in 2013/14. This represents a small increase from 2012/13 
(61%) and is similar to 2011/12 (62%). While not directly comparable, prior to this, the 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/secrecy-around-police-surveillance-equipment-proves-a-cases-undoing/2015/02/22/ce72308a-b7ac-11e4-aa05-1ce812b3fdd2_story.html?hpid=z1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/secrecy-around-police-surveillance-equipment-proves-a-cases-undoing/2015/02/22/ce72308a-b7ac-11e4-aa05-1ce812b3fdd2_story.html?hpid=z1
http://www.policeone.com/chiefs-sheriffs/articles/8377137-Body-camera-maker-has-financial-ties-to-chiefs/
http://www.defenseone.com/technology/2015/02/welcome-back-your-trip-abroad-now-hand-over-bugged-phone/105612/?oref=defenseone_today_nl
http://www.defenseone.com/technology/2015/02/welcome-back-your-trip-abroad-now-hand-over-bugged-phone/105612/?oref=defenseone_today_nl
http://www.juxtapoz.com/photography/nyc-police-dept-to-put-30-000-more-crime-scene-photos-online
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proportion of adults who gave the local police a positive rating increased from 47% in 
2003/04 to 59% in 2010/11 

March 20: Who Kills Police Officers? 

A week before Ismaaiyl Brinsley shot and killed two police officers who were sitting in 
their squad car in Brooklyn, New York last December and then killed himself, someone 
posted a video online of protesters in New York City chanting, “What do we want? Dead 
cops! When do we want them? Now!” 

Although much of the current national conversation about police tactics focuses on 
police-involved killings of unarmed individuals, especially people of color—leading to 
protests such as the one in New York—there was an increase last year in intentional 
killings of on-duty law enforcement officers, and new research sheds light on who is 
responsible. 

http://www.newsweek.com/who-kills-police-officers-315701 

March 20: We’re asking the wrong question about police shootings 

Washington Post: The question we should be asking isn’t whether or not the police 
decision to shoot Harrison at that moment was justified. The question we should be 
asking is whether the interaction ever should have reached that moment. Or, to go back 
to our more basic question: Was this shooting necessary? 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/03/18/were-asking-the-wrong-question-about-
police-shootings/ 

March 20: Sheriff Joe Arpaio Offers To Apologize And Pay For Violating 
Court Order In Racial Profiling Case 

PHOENIX (AP) — An Arizona sheriff known for immigration crackdowns and a defiant 
political style has offered to publicly apologize and fork out money from his own pocket 
for his acknowledged violation of a court order in a racial-profiling case that barred his 
immigration patrols. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/03/18/joe-arpaio-racial-profili_n_6899260.html 

March 19: Increased Smartphone Use Equals Lower GPA Among College 
Students 

This is not related to law enforcement, but it confirms some personal theories I have 
about the next generation.  Lt. Dan 

Govt. Tech: A new study from Kent State University found that the relationship between 
cellphone use and grade point average is “statistically significant and negative.” 

http://www.newsweek.com/who-kills-police-officers-315701
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/03/18/were-asking-the-wrong-question-about-police-shootings/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/03/18/were-asking-the-wrong-question-about-police-shootings/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/03/18/joe-arpaio-racial-profili_n_6899260.html
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http://www.govtech.com/education/Increased-Smartphone-Use-Equals-Lower-GPA-Among-College-
Students.html 

March 14: Two marked police cars torched in Miami 

March 13, 2015, LEO Affairs: Two police cars belonging to the Broward and Miami-Dade 
counties were set on fire early Friday morning while the officers were inside their 
northeast Miami-Dade county homes. The fires happened a few blocks away from each 
other and Miami-Dade Fire Rescue responded at about 5 a.m. 

http://www.leoaffairs.com/featured/two-marked-police-cars-torched-in-miami/ 

March 14: Sheriff: "War has been declared" on police 

March 14, 2015, CNN Video  

http://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/sheriff-war-has-been-declared-on-police/vi-AA9Kq8H 

March 14: Little Rock Mayor announces Crime Prevention Task Force 

March 13, 2015, TV11: LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (KTHV)- A year after Mayor Mark Stodola 
announced a crime prevention task force, it has now come to fruition. But, some 
community activists are concerned that some voices are missing. 

http://www.thv11.com/story/news/local/little-rock/2015/03/13/little-rock-mayor-announces-crime-prevention-
task-force/70293314/ 

March 14: Study finds racial, ethnic divide in attention to crime news 

March 13, 2015, Pew Research: Crime consistently ranks as one of the most followed 
and discussed topics by the public, and it receives more attention in local news media 
than almost any other subject. A recent Pew Research Center report reinforces these 
findings but also suggests that certain groups of residents pay closer attention to local 
crime than others in the three cities studied. A difference that particularly stands out is 
between racial and ethnic groups. 

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/03/13/study-finds-racial-ethnic-divide-in-attention-to-crime-news/ 

March 14: Hollywood FL. Police Department no longer professionally 
accredited  

March 13, 2015, Sun-Sentinel: Hollywood had received a conditional accreditation last 
year and was in the process of seeking a second extension. But the problem-plagued 
evidence room proved to be a stumbling block, Fernandez said.  

The chief blames a lack of oversight under previous administrations. Among the more 
high-profile problems were forgotten rape kits that were never processed and an 

http://www.govtech.com/education/Increased-Smartphone-Use-Equals-Lower-GPA-Among-College-Students.html
http://www.govtech.com/education/Increased-Smartphone-Use-Equals-Lower-GPA-Among-College-Students.html
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http://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/sheriff-war-has-been-declared-on-police/vi-AA9Kq8H
http://www.thv11.com/story/news/local/little-rock/2015/03/13/little-rock-mayor-announces-crime-prevention-task-force/70293314/
http://www.thv11.com/story/news/local/little-rock/2015/03/13/little-rock-mayor-announces-crime-prevention-task-force/70293314/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/03/13/study-finds-racial-ethnic-divide-in-attention-to-crime-news/
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estimated $170,000 in cash that went missing from the evidence vault. But there were 
other issues that didn't make headlines.  

"A property unit of our size should have 50,000 pieces of evidence," Fernandez said. 
"We have more than 120,000. We also had evidence we could not find. We had 10,000 
pieces of missing evidence." 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-police-hollywood-lose-accreditation-20150313-
story.html 

March 14: State auditor launching investigation into rape kit backlog 

March 13, 2015, WKYT: FRANKFORT, Ky. (WKYT) - He’s launching an investigation 
into unprocessed rape kits. State Auditor Adam Edelen says the kits are piling up on 
shelves, and preventing prosecutors from doing their jobs. They'll start by auditing law 
enforcement agencies to figure out just how many kits need to be tested. 

http://www.wkyt.com/home/headlines/State-auditor-launching-investigation-into-rape-kit-backlog-
296264511.html 

March 14: U.S. Department of Justice announces community policing plan 
to Salinas residents  

March 13, 2015, SALINAS, Calif. - Voices were strong and opinions were passionate 
Thursday when more 50 people showed up at Sherwood Hall in Salinas for a community 
meeting hosted by the U.S. Department of Justice. 

 “We will look at use of force, every aspect of it. Training, policy, investigation, 
accountability," said Ron Davis with the D.O.J. 

Davis is from the D.O.J.’s Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS). He took a lot 
of heat while standing in front of community members, explaining his plan to rebuild trust 
in Salinas. Police Chief Kelly McMillin, who personally asked the D.O.J. to help, hopes 
the community will give them a chance to try. 

http://www.kionrightnow.com/news/local-news/us-department-of-justice-announces-community-policing-
plan-to-salinas-residents/31772380 

March 14: Carmakers are in hot pursuit of fleet sales to law enforcement 
agencies  

March 13, 2015, Fleet sales are an important part of U.S. automakers' bottom lines, and 
none have more cachet or higher visibility than a contract with a law enforcement 
agency. 

Ford sold law enforcement agencies about 20,000 units of its Interceptor Utility, which is 
based on its popular Explorer sport utility vehicle, and 10,000 police-issue Taurus full-
size sedans in 2014. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-police-hollywood-lose-accreditation-20150313-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-police-hollywood-lose-accreditation-20150313-story.html
http://www.wkyt.com/home/headlines/State-auditor-launching-investigation-into-rape-kit-backlog-296264511.html
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http://www.latimes.com/business/autos/la-fi-hy-cop-cars-20150314-story.html 

March 14: Courts struggle with fairness -- to victims and defendants -- in 
old rape kit cases 

March 13, 2015, Cleveland.com: With more than 9,200 rape kits submitted for testing 
statewide (Ohio), questions about the adequacy of past police investigations are likely to 
come up again and again - not only for jurors, but also for judges being asked to decide 
whether the prosecutions and convictions are fair. 

http://www.cleveland.com/court-justice/index.ssf/2015/03/appeals_in_rape_kit_cases_spur.html#incart_river 

March 14: Putting Police Officers Back on the Beat 

March 13, 2015, In New Haven, Conn., and across the nation, cities give community 
policing another try as tensions rise. 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/putting-police-officers-back-on-the-beat-1426201176 

March 14: Inside the FBI's massive gun vault (Video) 

March 11, 2015, BBC News: On a military base in Quantico, Virginia, the FBI keeps a 
collection of over 7,000 guns, including weapons used by John Dillinger and other 
famous American gangsters. 

But these weapons aren't used in the field to prevent crime. Instead, they're part of a 
massive library used to help solve crimes. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-31841688 

March 14: 65th Anniversary of the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitives 
Program  

March 11, 2015, FBI: March 14th, marks the 65th Anniversary of the FBI’s Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives Program. In 1949, a reporter for the International News Service (the 
predecessor to United Press International) approached the FBI and asked about writing 
a story about the “toughest guys” being sought by the FBI at the time. The Bureau 
provided the names and descriptions of 10 fugitives to the reporter. The resulting feature 
became a major story and garnered national attention. In response to the overwhelming 
public interest, on March 14, 1950, then Director J. Edgar Hoover inaugurated the FBI’s 
Ten Most Wanted Fugitives program. 

http://www.fbi.gov/sandiego/press-releases/2015/65th-anniversary-of-the-fbis-ten-most-wanted-fugitives-
program 

March 13: Law enforcement seeks bill to protect against Naloxone use 

http://www.latimes.com/business/autos/la-fi-hy-cop-cars-20150314-story.html
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March 12, 2015, WBALTV: ANNAPOLIS, Md. —To combat the state's heroin epidemic, 
a number of local governments are training their police officers on how to administer 
Naloxone, but unlike first responders, state law doesn't give police civil immunity for 
helping those who need it. 

http://www.wbaltv.com/politics/Law-enforcement-seeks-bill-to-protect-against-Naloxone-use/31739386 

March 13: Lawmakers criticize new federal law enforcement profiling ban 
and exemptions as weak 

March 11, 2015: LOS ANGELES AP: – Lawmakers sent a letter on Wednesday 
to the Justice Department saying new guidelines restricting federal law 
enforcement agencies from racial profiling don't go far enough. 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2015/03/11/lawmakers-criticize-new-federal-law-enforcement-profiling-ban-and-
exemptions-as/ 

March 13: Seattle PD names new assistant chiefs 

March 11, 2015, King5: SEATTLE -- Seattle Police Chief Kathleen O'Toole has 
promoted two assistant chiefs within the department and looked outside for two others in 
a major overhaul of her command staff. The changes were announced Wednesday. 

http://www.king5.com/story/news/2015/03/11/seattle-police-assistant-chiefs/70139380/ 

March 13: Seattle PD hires Amazon exec as Chief Information Officer 

March 11, 2015, King5: SEATTLE -- Seattle Police Chief Kathleen O'Toole announced 
her new team of assistant chiefs Wednesday in a major shake-up of department 
leadership. 

O'Toole also announced she has lured Amazon executive Greg Russell to take the role 
of Chief Information Officer. 

http://www.king5.com/story/news/local/seattle/2015/03/11/seattle-police-amazon-greg-russell-chief-
information-officer/24738303/ 

March 13: D.C. police move to hire auditor in speed camera inquiry 

March 11, 2015, WTOP: WASHINGTON — Major problems with D.C.’s speed camera 
program were exposed by financial projections, and now the police department is 
moving to hire an independent auditor to solve the camera problems. 
At a D.C. Council oversight hearing Tuesday, Police Chief Cathy Lanier said the 
Metropolitan Police Department finalized a request for proposals for an independent 
auditor to review the entire speed camera program from top to bottom.  

 
http://wtop.com/dc/2015/03/rm-hold-dc-police-move-hire-auditor-speed-camera-inquiry/ 
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March 13: What novel strategy are police trying now? Courtesy 

March 12, 2015, Chicago Business: A recent study finds that a new Chicago Police 
Department training program has improved officers' attitudes toward the community, as the 
city's effort to lower crime looms as an issue in the race for mayor. 

http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20150312/NEWS02/150319925/what-novel-strategy-are-police-
trying-now-courtesy 

March 13: Ferguson, Mo., police chief resigns 

March 11, 2015, USA Today: Embattled Ferguson, Mo., Police Chief Thomas Jackson, 
whose department received scathing criticism from the Justice Department for racially 
biased policing, will resign March 19, city officials said Wednesday. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2015/03/11/ferguson-mo-police-chief-resigns-lawmaker-
says/70160266/ 

March 13: Georgia police chief who says he accidentally shot wife resigns 

March 11, 2015, (CNN)—A Georgia police chief who said he accidentally shot and 
seriously injured his wife while the couple were sleeping in bed has resigned, the 
Peachtree City Police Department said Wednesday. 

William McCollom stepped down as chief of police in Peachtree City nearly a week after 
a prosecutor announced that although the New Year's Day shooting appeared 
accidental, McCollom could eventually face a misdemeanor charge accusing him of 
recklessly taking a gun to bed after drinking alcohol and taking sleeping medication. 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/11/us/georgia-police-chief-wife-shooting/ 

March 13: Springfield PD evidence protocols under review 

March 13, 2015, WWLP: SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (WWLP) – Springfield Police 
Commissioner John Barbieri has initiated an inquiry into the police departments 
evidence room after money from criminal cases disappeared. 

According to a news release from Commissioner Barbieri, the City’s Department of 
Internal Audit will review how evidence is logged in, tagged, and inventoried. Auditors 
will review other law enforcement agencies to help Springfield PD create better practices 
when handling evidence. 

http://wwlp.com/2015/03/13/springfield-pd-evidence-protocols-under-review/ 
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http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2015/03/11/ferguson-mo-police-chief-resigns-lawmaker-says/70160266/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/11/us/georgia-police-chief-wife-shooting/
http://wwlp.com/2015/03/13/springfield-pd-evidence-protocols-under-review/
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March 13: Why critics of Ferguson police are poking the wrong bear 

March 13, 2015, Police One: The decision by Officer Wilson to use deadly force — at the 
moment he made that decision — is entirely unrelated to any pre-existing police culture 
in Ferguson. 

http://www.policeone.com/ferguson/articles/8440218-Why-critics-of-Ferguson-police-are-poking-the-wrong-
bear/ 

March 13: Attorney General Holder Remarks Announcing Six Pilot Cities for 
the National Initiative for Building Community Trust and Justice 

Today, I am announcing three significant new steps we are taking as part of this exciting 
initiative.  First, we have selected six cities to serve as pilot sites for innovative strategies 
to strengthen bonds between police and citizens they serve: Birmingham, Alabama; 
Stockton, California; Gary, Indiana; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 
and Fort Worth, Texas.  By helping to develop programs that serve their own diverse 
experiences, these cities will stand on the leading edge of our effort to confront pressing 
issues in communities across the country. 

Second, we have launched a new online resource, available at trustandjustice.org, which 
will advance cutting-edge research and information about best practices and trust-
building policy.  

Third, we’re offering training, mentoring, expert consultations, and assistance on racial 
reconciliation directly to police departments and communities across America through 
the Office of Justice Programs’ Diagnostic Center. 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-holder-remarks-announcing-six-pilot-cities-national-
initiative-building 

March 11: Police kill teen: Why Wisconsin's investigation will be different 

March 10, 2015, (CNN) When an officer kills an unarmed suspect, the question arises 
time and again: Can a police department investigate a high-stakes case involving one of 
its own, without bias?  

For Wisconsin residents decrying the death of unarmed teen Tony Robinson, the 
question isn't even an issue.  

"The investigation is being conducted by the state. We have a new law here in 
Wisconsin where departments are no longer conducting their own internal investigations 
for officer-involved shootings," Madison Mayor Paul Soglin said.  

In fact, Wisconsin is one of only two states with such legislation. The other is 
Connecticut.  

http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/10/us/wisconsin-police-shooting-rules/ 

http://www.policeone.com/ferguson/articles/8440218-Why-critics-of-Ferguson-police-are-poking-the-wrong-bear/
http://www.policeone.com/ferguson/articles/8440218-Why-critics-of-Ferguson-police-are-poking-the-wrong-bear/
http://trustandjustice.org/
https://www.ojpdiagnosticcenter.org/services
http://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-holder-remarks-announcing-six-pilot-cities-national-initiative-building
http://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-holder-remarks-announcing-six-pilot-cities-national-initiative-building
http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/10/us/wisconsin-police-shooting-rules/
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March 11: Ferguson council axes city manager in wake of DOJ report 

March 10, 2015, AP: FERGUSON, Mo. –  The Ferguson City Council on Tuesday 
evening unanimously approved a decision to part ways with City Manager John Shaw 
following a scathing Justice Department report that already has led to a Missouri appeals 
court judge being tapped to overhaul the local court system. 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2015/03/10/ferguson-council-axes-city-manager-in-wake-doj-report/ 

March 10: Police Agencies Line up to Learn About Unconscious Bias 

March 9, 2015, AP: When law enforcement officers from around the U.S. visit the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles for training these days, they are faced with a choice 
between entering a door marked "prejudiced" and another marked "unprejudiced." 

While most officers pick the "prejudiced" door, some don't and quickly discover that the 
"unprejudiced" door is locked — a not-so-subtle reminder that no one is unbiased. 

It's an early lesson officers receive when they show up at the center's Museum of 
Tolerance for instruction that includes implicit bias training, which aims to help them 
recognize and understand how their unconscious biases can impact the way they do 
their jobs. 

The training is gaining more traction among police departments in dozens of cities, 
including Philadelphia and Dallas, especially after recent protests over the killings of 
black men by white officers sparked a debate about the role race plays in policing. 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/police-agencies-line-learn-unconscious-bias-29506697 

March 10: Seattle police commanders notified of demotions 

March 9, 2015, King5: A much anticipated shakeup in the top ranks of the Seattle Police 
Department became official Monday morning. 

Sources tell KING 5 that all four assistant chiefs were notified that they are being 
demoted. Deputy Chief Carmen Best will retain her position and is not affected by the 
shakeup. 

http://www.king5.com/story/news/2015/03/09/seattle-police-demotions-top-commanders/24661257/ 

March 10: Ferguson Judge Named in DOJ Report Resigns, State Jurist 
Takes Over 

March 9, 2015, A Ferguson municipal court judge, named in a scathing U.S Justice 
Department report — which showed a pattern of bias in the city's police force and courts 
— was replaced Monday by a state judge, according to the Missouri Supreme Court. 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2015/03/10/ferguson-council-axes-city-manager-in-wake-doj-report/
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/police-agencies-line-learn-unconscious-bias-29506697
http://www.king5.com/story/news/2015/03/09/seattle-police-demotions-top-commanders/24661257/
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http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/michael-brown-shooting/ferg-n320356 

March 10: Holder Weighs Dismantling the Ferguson Police Dept.  

March 6, 2015, NY Times: WASHINGTON — Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. vowed 
a firm response on Friday to what he called “appalling” racial misconduct by law 
enforcement officials in Ferguson, Mo., suggesting he was prepared to seek the 
dismantling of the police force there if necessary. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/07/us/two-ferguson-police-supervisors-linked-to-racist-emails-
resign.html?ref=us&_r=1 

March 10: Whittier police officers sue, say they were forced to meet quotas 

March 4, 2015, LA Times: Six Whittier police officers are suing the city, saying they 
faced retaliation when they complained and refused to meet alleged ticket and arrest 
quotas. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-whittier-ticket-quotas-20150304-story.html 

March 9: Obama: Racial bias in Ferguson police dept not isolated  

March 6, 2015, Miami Herald: WASHINGTON  —  President Barack Obama said the 
type of racial discrimination found in Ferguson, Missouri, is not unique to that police 
department, and he cast law enforcement reform as a chief struggle for today’s civil 
rights movement. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/national/article12802985.html 

March 9: Shakeup looming at Seattle Police Department 

March 6, 2015, The Seattle Police chief is expected to announce major changes in her 
top command staff soon. Sources tell KING 5 that all four assistant chiefs are bracing for 
demotions, but Deputy Chief Carmen Best will not be affected by the shakeup. 

The changes would not come as a surprise to close observers of the department. In 
December, Chief Kathleen O'Toole announced she would be opening up the five 
assistant chief jobs, which meant the four men and one woman holding those positions 
at the time were required to re-apply for the positions. 

http://www.king5.com/story/news/2015/03/05/seattle-police-chief-kathleen-otoole/24448523/ 

March 6: Tucson police chief on CBP force panel 

March 5, 2015, Tucson.com: Tucson Police Department Chief Roberto Villaseñor will be 
part of a new federal advisory panel to track Customs and Border Protection’s progress 
in use-of-force incidents, the agency said Tuesday. 

http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/michael-brown-shooting/ferg-n320356
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/h/eric_h_holder_jr/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/07/us/two-ferguson-police-supervisors-linked-to-racist-emails-resign.html?ref=us&_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/07/us/two-ferguson-police-supervisors-linked-to-racist-emails-resign.html?ref=us&_r=1
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-whittier-ticket-quotas-20150304-story.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/national/article12802985.html
http://www.king5.com/story/news/2015/03/05/seattle-police-chief-kathleen-otoole/24448523/
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http://tucson.com/news/tucson-police-chief-on-cbp-force-panel/article_5c2cbd90-43b5-5f4a-9056-
bcbb74d33723.html 

March 5: Pittsburgh police create standards office to increase 
accountability 

March 4, 2015, Post-Gazette: When Pittsburgh Police Chief Cameron McLay was hired 
in September, he had two big tasks: rebuild a fraying relationship between the bureau 
and heavily policed communities and restore his officers’ flagging morale. 

Both those goals were advanced Tuesday at a promotion ceremony that also included 
an announcement that the bureau will add a new Office of Professional Standards, 
Mayor Bill Peduto said. 

http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2015/03/04/To-increase-accountability-Pittsburgh-police-create-
standards-office/stories/201503040135 

March 5: Timeline details ties between Fort Worth police chief, Taser 

March 3, 2015, Yahoo/AP: Then-Fort Worth Police Chief Jeffrey Halstead and Taser 
International had a close relationship before and after the city signed a contract to 
purchase body cameras last year. 

http://news.yahoo.com/timeline-details-ties-between-fort-worth-police-chief-064243174.html 

March 4: Texas PD's McConaughey spoof  

I don’t post videos often, but I found this one to be pretty funny, hope you enjoy it. Lt. 
Dan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQqMZ3Ap2XQ 

March 4: Cleveland leaders apologize over blaming boy for own death in 
OIS 

March 3, 2015, Mayor said Cleveland's response was poorly worded and offensive, and 
the city will modify the wording of its defense 

http://www.newson6.com/story/28242318/cleveland-leaders-apologize-over-blaming-boy-for-own-death 

March 4: More police departments choosing restraint over quick action  

March 3, 2015, AP: "There's a lot more emphasis today on de-escalation," said policing 
consultant Joe Brann, a former chief and founder of the Justice Department's 
Community Oriented Policing program. 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_POLICE_RESTRAINT?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLAT
E=DEFAULT 

http://tucson.com/news/tucson-police-chief-on-cbp-force-panel/article_5c2cbd90-43b5-5f4a-9056-bcbb74d33723.html
http://tucson.com/news/tucson-police-chief-on-cbp-force-panel/article_5c2cbd90-43b5-5f4a-9056-bcbb74d33723.html
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2015/03/04/To-increase-accountability-Pittsburgh-police-create-standards-office/stories/201503040135
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2015/03/04/To-increase-accountability-Pittsburgh-police-create-standards-office/stories/201503040135
http://news.yahoo.com/timeline-details-ties-between-fort-worth-police-chief-064243174.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQqMZ3Ap2XQ
http://www.newson6.com/story/28242318/cleveland-leaders-apologize-over-blaming-boy-for-own-death
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_POLICE_RESTRAINT?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_POLICE_RESTRAINT?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
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March 3: Obama: "The moment is now" for law enforcement reforms 

March 2, 2015, WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama said Monday the deaths of 
unarmed black men in Missouri and New York show that law enforcement needs to 
change practices to build trust in minority communities, as a White House task force 
called for independent, outside investigations when police use deadly force. 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/obama-the-moment-is-now-for-police-law-enforcement-reforms/ 

March 3: Cleveland: 12-year-old's police shooting death his own fault 

March 2, 2015, (CNN)—Pleading innocence, immunity and ignorance, the city of 
Cleveland responded to a wrongful death lawsuit filed by Tamir Rice's family by saying 
the 12-year-old's death was his own fault. 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/01/us/cleveland-responds-lawsuit-police-shooting-tamir-rice/ 

March 3: Florida group to sue FBI in death of friend of Boston bombing 
suspect 

March 2, 2015, (Reuters) - A Florida Islamic group announced on Monday it has filed a 
formal notice with the FBI that it plans to sue the agency for $30 million in the death of 
Ibragim Todashev, a friend of one of the Boston Marathon bombing suspects. 

Todashev, 27, a Muslim Chechen immigrant, was killed in an Orlando apartment in May 
2013 during FBI questioning about his links with the Boston suspects. The FBI said the 
agent shot Todashev after he attacked him. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/02/us-bostonbombing-trial-todashev-idUSKBN0LY1QG20150302 

March 3: Out of Trouble, but Criminal Records Keep Men Out of Work  

March 1, 2015, Rising concern that background checks are being used to systematically 
exclude applicants with criminal records is fueling a national “ban the box” movement to 
improve their chances. The name refers to the box that job applicants are sometimes 
required to check if they have been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor. Fourteen 
states and several dozen cities have passed laws, mostly in recent years, that generally 
require employers to postpone background checks until the later stages of the hiring 
process. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/01/business/out-of-trouble-but-criminal-records-keep-men-out-of-
work.html?ref=us 

March 2: Why Government Has to Get Social 

March 1, 2015, Govt. Tech: A panel of social media practitioners from the public and 
private sectors gathered to highlight why social media is vital for government.  

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/obama-the-moment-is-now-for-police-law-enforcement-reforms/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/01/us/cleveland-responds-lawsuit-police-shooting-tamir-rice/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/02/us-bostonbombing-trial-todashev-idUSKBN0LY1QG20150302
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/01/business/out-of-trouble-but-criminal-records-keep-men-out-of-work.html?ref=us
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/01/business/out-of-trouble-but-criminal-records-keep-men-out-of-work.html?ref=us
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http://www.govtech.com/internet/Why-Government-Has-to-Get-Social.html 

March 2: Fatal L.A. Police Shooting Will Test Body-Camera Use  

March 2, 2015, wsj.com: A Los Angeles police shooting of an unarmed homeless man 
may serve as an early test of how video from officer-worn cameras affects the 
investigation and public perception of such deadly encounters. 

At a Monday news conference, Los Angeles Police Chief Charlie Beck said two of the 
officers on the scene Sunday afternoon were wearing cameras, and that the footage 
captured provides a “unique perspective that we believe will be crucial in determining the 
propriety of the officer’s actions.” 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/los-angeles-police-kill-man-in-struggle-captured-on-video-1425302531 

March 2: Baltimore Police fight release of secret pay audit 

March 2, 2015, Baltimore Sun: The Baltimore Police Department is fighting the release 
of a secret audit that found a number of officers had misrepresented their educational 
credentials and wrongly received pay benefits as a result, new court filings show.. 

The audit was performed in April 2014 after an anonymous tip to Police Commissioner 
Anthony W. Batts revealed that a high-ranking commander had used a bogus degree 
from a diploma mill to earn a pay bonus. The commander, Lt. Col. Clifton McWhite, 
resigned and was later criminally charged with theft. 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-city/bs-md-ci-baltimore-police-resumes-audit-
20150302-story.html 

March 2: Seattle Police Chief O’Toole aims to re-energize department  

March 1, 2015, Seattle Times: Seattle Police Chief Kathleen O’Toole has spent much of 
her first eight months seeing that federally mandated reforms are carried out while still 
balancing all the other duties the public expects of the department. 

http://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/crime/seattle-police-chief-otoole-aims-to-re-energize-department/ 

 

Law Enforcement Misconduct  

March 29: Former Independence, Missouri, Police Officer Indicted on 
Federal Civil Rights and Obstruction of Justice Charges 

DOJ: Acting Assistant Attorney General Vanita Gupta of the Justice Department’s Civil 
Rights Division and U.S. Attorney Tammy Dickinson of the Western District of Missouri 
announced that a federal grand jury has returned a four-count indictment against former 

http://www.govtech.com/internet/Why-Government-Has-to-Get-Social.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/los-angeles-police-kill-man-in-struggle-captured-on-video-1425302531
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-city/bs-md-ci-baltimore-police-resumes-audit-20150302-story.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-city/bs-md-ci-baltimore-police-resumes-audit-20150302-story.html
http://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/crime/seattle-police-chief-otoole-aims-to-re-energize-department/
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Independence, Missouri, police officer Timothy Runnels for violating the constitutional 
rights of a minor who was in his custody and obstructing the subsequent investigation 
into the incident. 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-independence-missouri-police-officer-indicted-federal-civil-rights-and-
obstruction 

March 21: Former FBI Agent Charged with Obstructing Justice, Falsifying 
Records and Possessing Heroin 

A Maryland man was charged today in the District of Columbia with crimes arising out of 
his tampering with substantial quantities of drug evidence while working as a Special 
Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), announced U.S. Attorney Zane 
David Memeger of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.  The 64-count information  

charges Matthew Lowry with 20 counts of obstruction of justice, 18 counts of falsification 
of records, 13 counts of conversion of property, and 13 counts of possession of heroin. 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-fbi-agent-charged-obstructing-justice-falsifying-records-and-
possessing-heroin 

March 20: FBI special agent fired amid criminal investigation  

LOS ANGELES (KABC) -- An FBI special agent is under criminal investigation after 
allegedly stealing thousands of dollars in cash while working cases as part of a 
Riverside-based drug task force. 

http://abc7.com/news/fbi-special-agent-fired-amid-criminal-investigation-/563304/ 

March 19: Bill Bratton: No penalty for NYPD cops who edited Wikipedia 
page about Eric Garner 

Two cops who used an NYPD server to change a Wikipedia page on Eric Garner won’t 
be punished, top cop Bill Bratton said Monday. 

“I don’t anticipate any punishment, being quite frank with you, other than the 
admonishment advising them on department policy,” Bratton said Monday of the two 
cops, who changed details on the page to put the officers involved in a better light. 

Internet use for department members is regulated on a three-tier system, in which higher 
ranks have access to more sites, Bratton said. 

The two officers involved did not have clearance to access the sites, he said. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/bratton-no-penalty-nypd-cops-edited-wikipedia-page-article-
1.2151746 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-independence-missouri-police-officer-indicted-federal-civil-rights-and-obstruction
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-independence-missouri-police-officer-indicted-federal-civil-rights-and-obstruction
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-fbi-agent-charged-obstructing-justice-falsifying-records-and-possessing-heroin
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-fbi-agent-charged-obstructing-justice-falsifying-records-and-possessing-heroin
http://abc7.com/news/fbi-special-agent-fired-amid-criminal-investigation-/563304/
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/bratton-no-penalty-nypd-cops-edited-wikipedia-page-article-1.2151746
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/bratton-no-penalty-nypd-cops-edited-wikipedia-page-article-1.2151746
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March 19: More San Francisco Police Officers Accused Of Sending Racist 
Texts 

In a rapidly unfolding scandal, San Francisco law enforcement officials are pledging to 
review the case work of four city police officers who are accused of sending a series of 
racist and homophobic text messages. 

A published report says the San Francisco Police Department is also investigating at 
least 10 other officers in connection with the sharing of offensive text messages. 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2015/03/17/393664771/more-sf-police-officers-accused-of-sending-
racist-texts 

March 17: Murder arrest warrant issued for LAPD officer in Pomona 
shooting  

March 16, 2015, Authorities issued an arrest warrant for murder for a rookie LAPD 
officer in connection with a shooting in Pomona, police announced Monday. 

Henry Solis, 27, who has been a probationary officer at the Los Angeles Police 
Department's Devonshire Division in the San Fernando Valley since December, is a 
suspect in the fatal shooting of a man in a Pomona parking lot near an area packed with 
popular bars and nightclubs. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-pomona-fatal-shooting-20150316-story.html 

March 17: LAPD Officer Arrested at US-Mexico Border for Alleged Human 
Smuggling 

March 16, 2015, NBC: A Los Angeles police officer was arrested after U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection officers at the U.S.-Mexico border allegedly found someone hiding in 
the officer’s car when they stopped him for questioning Saturday night, law enforcement 
sources confirmed to the NBC News Investigative Unit. 

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/LAPD-Officer-Arrested-at-US-Mexico-Border-for-Alleged-
Smuggling-296401141.html 

March 13: County sheriff's deputy arrested on drug charge  

March 13, 2015, KOB: Sheriff's deputy arrested on drug charge Sandoval is accused of 
accepting cash last month for escorting an undercover officer with a vehicle that was 
carrying cocaine from Colfax County to the New Mexico-Colorado state line. 

http://www.kob.com/article/stories/s3734772.shtml#.VQXMV8J0yB0 

March 12: Secret Service agents investigated after car hits White House 
barricade 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2015/03/17/393664771/more-sf-police-officers-accused-of-sending-racist-texts
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2015/03/17/393664771/more-sf-police-officers-accused-of-sending-racist-texts
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-pomona-fatal-shooting-20150316-story.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/LAPD-Officer-Arrested-at-US-Mexico-Border-for-Alleged-Smuggling-296401141.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/LAPD-Officer-Arrested-at-US-Mexico-Border-for-Alleged-Smuggling-296401141.html
http://www.kob.com/article/stories/s3734772.shtml#.VQXMV8J0yB0


April 2014 Newsletter 
LD Consulting LLC 
Page 28 of 28 
 
March 11, 2015, Washington Post: The Obama administration is investigating 
allegations that two senior Secret Service agents, including a top member of the 
president’s protective detail, drove a government car into White House security 
barricades after drinking at a late-night party last week, an agency official said 
Wednesday.  

Officers on duty who witnessed the March 4 incident wanted to arrest the agents and 
conduct sobriety tests, according to a current and a former government official familiar 
with the incident. But the officers were ordered by a supervisor on duty that night to let 
the agents go home 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/secret-service-agents-investigated-for-late-night-car-accident-at-
white-house/2015/03/11/9c853906-c7ff-11e4-a199-6cb5e63819d2_story.html 

March 9: 2 Ferguson police officers quit; court clerk fired after Jusice 
report 

March 6, 2015, CNN: Police officers Capt. Rick Henke and Sgt. William Mudd resigned 
Thursday over the emails discovered during the U.S. Department of Justice investigation 
of racial prejudice in the city's police and judicial system, city spokesman Jeff Small said 
on Friday, citing the city attorney. 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/06/us/ferguson-justice-department-report-fallout/ 

Due to the large number of cases we recommend the link below. We do not endorse the 
link or its views but have found it to be a good source of police misconduct information.   

http://www.policemisconduct.net/ 

Click here for upcoming courses:  

http://www.ldconsultingllc.com/schedule 
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