
 
 

February 2015 Newsletter 
Events from Jan 2015 

 
Cybercrime and Digital Technology 
 
Over the last few years cybercrime and digital technology has made a 
tremendous impact on our society as well as law enforcement.  A huge amount 
of illegal activity now takes place over the internet and law enforcement is 
struggling to keep up.  One of the major challenges for law enforcement is Social 
media, utilized by many groups, for criminal activities as well as organizing 
demonstrations.   If your agency is not proactively utilizing social media to 
disseminate information as well as monitor criminal and social unrest issues, you 
should consider implementing measures to address these issues.     
 
Some major challenges with digital evidence involve officers/detectives who 
encounter different types of mobile devices containing evidence.  Seizing, 
impounding, downloading, and analyzing, data from devices such as smart 
phones, tablets, laptops, PC’s etc. are major concerns.  Operations of this type 
require properly trained personnel and some robust internal controls in the form 
of good policy as well as some line and staff inspections and/or quality assurance 
to insure operations are properly conducted in a manner to minimize risk. This 
topic will be covered in our next luncheon in Phoenix on February 27. For some 
additional information regarding this subject check the following link.   
 
http://www.iacpsocialmedia.org/GettingStarted/PolicyDevelopment.aspx 

 
We just completed an Introduction to Law Enforcement Inspections and Auditing 
class hosted by the San Diego Sheriff’s Department.  Thanks to Bob Kanaski the 
head of their inspections unit and Chris Steffen for hosting the class. The class 
was attended by the following agencies:   
 

 San Diego Sheriff’s Department 

 UCSD PD 

 Coronado PD 

 Chula Vista PD 

 Carlsbad PD  
 

  

http://www.iacpsocialmedia.org/GettingStarted/PolicyDevelopment.aspx
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Newsletter Categories: 
 Audit related 

 U.S. DOJ 

 Oversight 

 Technology 

 Special Interest 

 Misconduct 

 
Audit related: 
 
January 30: Audit puts heat on DEA’s use of ‘cold consent encounters’ 
 
January 29, 2015, Mcclatchydc.com: WASHINGTON — The Drug Enforcement 
Administration needs to do a better job with the potentially sensitive ‘cold consent’ stops 
made at mass transit locations, auditors warn in a new report. 
 
Noting the potential for “civil rights concerns,” including racial profiling, the Justice 
Department’s Office of Inspector General called for more data and better training. One 
problem, auditors say, is that DEA agents haven’t been collecting demographic 
information on the people they stop. 
 
Link to report: 
http://www.justice.gov/oig/reports/2015/e153.pdf 

 
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2015/01/29/254818/audit-puts-heat-on-deas-use-of.html 

 
January 20: City Beat: Fresno's police auditor supports putting cameras on 
all officers 
 
January 19, 2015, Fresno Bee: Fresno's police auditor has a none-too-subtle suggestion 
on how the city can help avoid a Ferguson-type tragedy. Put body cameras on all 
officers, Rick Rasmussen said. With a video of an officer-civilian incident in hand, 
Rasmussen wrote in his report for the third quarter of 2014, "sorting out the submitted 
complaints becomes incredibly easier." 
 
http://www.fresnobee.com/2015/01/19/4338196_fresnos-police-auditor-reviews.html?rh=1 

 
January 13: "Gaps" in Officer Discipline in Chokehold Cases: Police 
Inspector General 
 
January 12, 2015, NYC Inspector General: The NYPD and an independent agency 
tasked with investigating excessive force claims are inconsistent in determining how and 
when officers are held accountable for using prohibited chokeholds, according a report 
being released Monday by the city's new inspector general for police. 

 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/oignypd/assets/downloads/pdf/chokehold_report_1-2015.pdf 

http://www.justice.gov/oig/reports/2015/e153.pdf
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2015/01/29/254818/audit-puts-heat-on-deas-use-of.html
http://www.fresnobee.com/2015/01/19/4338196_fresnos-police-auditor-reviews.html?rh=1
http://www.nyc.gov/html/oignypd/assets/downloads/pdf/chokehold_report_1-2015.pdf
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January 13: Audit slams former Sheriff Leis as 'hostile to change' 
 
January 13, 2015, Cincinatti.com: Former Hamilton County Sheriff Simon Leis Jr. ran an 
office that was "hostile to change," indifferent to training and so inefficient it resembled a 
police agency from the 1950s. 
 
That's the conclusion of an audit of the sheriff's office conducted soon after the current 
sheriff, Jim Neil, took office in January 2013. The 74-page audit…. 
 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/01/13/audit-slams-former-sheriff-leis-hostile-change/21718317/ 

 
January 13: Audit Reveals Huge Discrepancies In Sheriff’s Office 
 
January 13, 2015, WNEP: WILKES-BARRE — The state auditor general is criticizing the 
Luzerne County sheriff’s department because it cannot account for hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 
 
The auditor general says it is clearly a case of sloppy bookkeeping, and the findings may 
trigger a criminal investigation. 
 
When we spoke with Pennsylvania Auditor General Eugene DePasquale Tuesday 
afternoon, he called the Luzerne County sheriff’s department, “one of the worst offices 
that we’ve ever audited when it comes to internal controls.” 
 
DePasquale says the most eye-opening finding in the report is that the sheriff’s 
department cannot account for where $9.1 million was paid out. 
 
http://wnep.com/2015/01/13/audit-reveals-huge-discrepancies-in-sheriffs-office/ 

 

January 10: Audit: State cops botched tracking of seized assets 
 
January 10, 2015, LoHud: The audit by the state Comptroller's Office found that nearly 
$993 million in seized property was misclassified. Troops didn't even report some seized 
property to headquarters. 
 
http://www.lohud.com/story/news/local/new-york/2015/01/09/audit-state-police-botched-tracking-seized-
property/21513163/ 

 

U.S. Department of Justice  
 
Jan 30: U.S. judge quits commission to protest Justice Department 
forensic science policy 
 
January 29, 2015, Washington Post: The sole federal judge on a commission appointed 
by President Obama to improve forensic science in the criminal justice system has 
resigned in protest, criticizing the U.S. Department of Justice for muzzling its work to 
benefit prosecutors. 

 

http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/01/13/audit-slams-former-sheriff-leis-hostile-change/21718317/
http://wnep.com/2015/01/13/audit-reveals-huge-discrepancies-in-sheriffs-office/
http://www.lohud.com/story/news/local/new-york/2015/01/09/audit-state-police-botched-tracking-seized-property/21513163/
http://www.lohud.com/story/news/local/new-york/2015/01/09/audit-state-police-botched-tracking-seized-property/21513163/
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U.S. District Judge Jed S. Rakoff of New York said he quit because the Justice 
Department had barred it from recommending an expansion of the exchange of pretrial 
information to include more evidence from forensic experts. Prosecutors routinely share 
evidence with defense lawyers. Rakoff said in his resignation letter that the ban 
contradicts the panel’s charter and voids months of work. 
 
The proposed change would address a major criticism of the nation’s top scientific 
organization and many legal experts, who have warned in recent years that police and 
prosecutors exercise too much control over crime labs, which suffer from weak 
standards over research, testimony and examinations. The failings that have led to 
dozens of lab scandals and hundreds of exonerations over the past two decades. 
 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/us-judge-quits-commission-to-protest-justice-department-
forensic-science-policy/2015/01/29/cbed0a84-a7bb-11e4-a2b2-776095f393b2_story.html 

 

January 28: US car-spying program revealed: Are Americans now OK with some 
candid camera? 
 
January 27, 2015,CS Monitor:  As part of the federal program, cameras on key 
thoroughfares take snapshots of license plates to catch smugglers and other 
criminals. Americans may be more carefully weighing societal benefits versus 
privacy for such programs. 

 
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2015/0127/US-car-spying-program-revealed-Are-Americans-now-
OK-with-some-candid-camera 

 
January 25: Justice Department posts job ad for federal monitor of Newark 
police  
 
January 16, 2015, NJ.Com: The U.S. Justice Department, which posted the request for 
applications on its website, said applications are due by 5:00 pm on Feb. 13, 2015. 
 
http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2015/01/justice_department_posts_job_ad_for_federal_monito.html 

 
January 25:  President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing 
 

 Listening Session: Policy & Oversight 
January 30, 2015, Cincinnati, OH 

 Listening Session: Technology & Social Media 
January 31, 2015, Cincinnati, OH 

 Listening Session: Community Policing & Crime Reduction 
February 13, 2015, Phoenix, AZ 

 Listening Session: Training & Education 
February 14, 2015, Phoenix, AZ 

 Listening Session: Officer Safety & Wellness 
February 23, 2015, Washington, DC 

 
For more information on the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing and the 
upcoming listening sessions visit  
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/default.asp?Item=2761 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/us-judge-quits-commission-to-protest-justice-department-forensic-science-policy/2015/01/29/cbed0a84-a7bb-11e4-a2b2-776095f393b2_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/us-judge-quits-commission-to-protest-justice-department-forensic-science-policy/2015/01/29/cbed0a84-a7bb-11e4-a2b2-776095f393b2_story.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2015/0127/US-car-spying-program-revealed-Are-Americans-now-OK-with-some-candid-camera
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2015/0127/US-car-spying-program-revealed-Are-Americans-now-OK-with-some-candid-camera
http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2015/01/justice_department_posts_job_ad_for_federal_monito.html
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2767
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2767
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2768
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2768
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2770
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2770
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2771
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2771
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2772
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2772
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/default.asp?Item=2761
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January 22: DOJ to clear Darren Wilson of civil rights charges 
 
January 21, 2015, NY Post: Federal authorities will not seek civil-rights charges against 
the Missouri cop who gunned down unarmed black teen Michael Brown, law-
enforcement sources said Wednesday. 

 
http://nypost.com/2015/01/21/justice-department-wont-pursue-civil-case-in-ferguson-shooting/ 

 
January 16: Attorney General Holder Urges Improved Data Reporting on 
Both Shootings of Police Officers and Use of Force by the Police 
 
January 15, 2015, DOJ News Release: Attorney General Eric Holder said Thursday that 
the nation must improve police officer safety at the same time that it confronts the sense 
of mistrust between law enforcement and the communities they serve.  As an initial step, 
the Attorney General called for better reporting of data on both issues, noting that the 
current level of reporting by localities on both uses of force by police—as well as officer 
fatalities—was incomplete. 

 
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-holder-urges-improved-data-reporting-both-shootings-police-
officers-and-use 

 
January 16: ATF Releases the Federal Firearms Regulations Reference 
Guide - 2014 Edition 
 
January 15, 2015, ATF: The Federal Firearms Regulations Reference Guide - 2014 
Edition (ATF P 5300.4) is now available. Features of the 2014 edition include updated 
sections on ATF rulings, general information, and questions and answers. The guide 
may be downloaded free of charge at https://www.atf.gov/content/library/firearms-publications-

library 

 
January 6: In 2015, Miami and Justice Dept. still negotiating police reforms 
 
January 6, 2015, Miami Herald: In the summer of 2013, following a lengthy review of 33 
police-involved shootings during a three-year span, the U.S. Department of Justice 
found that when it came to pulling the trigger, Miami police had engaged in a pattern of 
“excessive force.” 
 
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article5507430.html 

 

Oversight 

January 28: Denver monitor launches investigation after police kill teen 
driver 

Denver's independent monitor on Tuesday announced he is launching an evaluation of 
the police department's policies on shooting at moving vehicles after the fourth shooting 
in seven months of people who officers said were using cars as weapons. 

http://nypost.com/2015/01/21/justice-department-wont-pursue-civil-case-in-ferguson-shooting/
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-holder-urges-improved-data-reporting-both-shootings-police-officers-and-use
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-holder-urges-improved-data-reporting-both-shootings-police-officers-and-use
https://www.atf.gov/content/library/firearms-publications-library
https://www.atf.gov/content/library/firearms-publications-library
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article5507430.html
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http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_27401430/community-leaders-march-justice-after-teen-girl-was 

January 21: Federal monitor gives Oakland police best-ever report 

January 21, 2015, Contra Costa Times: Oakland's Police Department once again 
received its best-ever report from a federal monitor, but it still isn't ready to emerge from 
more than a decade of federal oversight. 

In his quarterly report released Wednesday, Robert Warshaw, a former U.S. deputy drug 
czar, found that the police department was in full compliance with 19 of the remaining 22 
reform tasks -- one more than in his previous report. 

http://www.contracostatimes.com/breaking-news/ci_27367185/federal-monitor-gives-oakland-police-best-
ever-report 

January 21: Mayor Baraka Announces Civilian Review Board For Newark 
Police 

January 20, 2015, CBS: NEWARK, N.J. (CBSNewYork/AP) — Newark Mayor Ras 
Baraka on Tuesday announced what he called the first step in reforming a problem-
plagued police force, with the creation of a civilian complaint review board, the first in the 
city’s history. 

The announcement by Baraka came six months after the U.S. Department of Justice 
said it would appoint a federal monitor to oversee the police department after its three-
year investigation revealed systemic misconduct and a lack of accountability. 

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/01/20/mayor-baraka-announces-civilian-review-board-for-newark-police/ 

January 20: Justice Dept., city name independent monitor for APD reforms 

January 20, 2015, KOB.com: ALBUQUERQUE -- The U.S. Department of Justice and 
city of Albuquerque announced Tuesday they have selected Dr. James R. Ginger to be 
the independent monitor who will oversee the implementation of the terms of settlement 
between the Justice Department, city and Albuquerque Police Department. 

http://www.kob.com/article/stories/s3682293.shtml#.VL8q0sJ0xOw 

January 7: Oversight of mandated Portland police reforms: latest updates  

January 7, 2015, The City Council Wednesday approved additional money to help cover 
the travel costs of an out-of-state team of consultants hired to monitor the Portland 
Police Bureau's compliance with federally-mandated reforms to bureau policies, training 
and oversight. 

The council approved an annual contract of $315,000  to Rosenbaum & Watson, the 
Chicago-based team of academics selected to serve as the city's new compliance 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_27401430/community-leaders-march-justice-after-teen-girl-was
http://www.contracostatimes.com/breaking-news/ci_27367185/federal-monitor-gives-oakland-police-best-ever-report
http://www.contracostatimes.com/breaking-news/ci_27367185/federal-monitor-gives-oakland-police-best-ever-report
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/01/20/mayor-baraka-announces-civilian-review-board-for-newark-police/
http://www.kob.com/article/stories/s3682293.shtml#.VL8q0sJ0xOw
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officer/community liaison (COCL). The academics will be paired with former Oregon 
chief justice Paul J. DeMuniz. Of that annual amount, up to $75,000 is set aside for 
travel expenses. 

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2015/01/oversight_of_mandated_portland.html 

Technology  

January 31: How Are Police Departments Using License Plate Reader Data? 

January 23, 2015, Govt. Tech: The Oakland, Calif., Police Department has released its 
license plate reader data, which reveals a lot -- but it's tough to understand what it all 
means.  A foundation blog post demonstrates what the ALPR data collected by a police 
department looks like when mapped, and speculates on what the data might be used for. 

http://www.govtech.com/data/How-Are-Police-Departments-Using-License-Plate-Reader-
Data.html?utm_source=newsletter_editorial&utm_medium=saturday_edition&utm_campaign=GovTech_Tod
ay&elq=4c516263a77c41a3955c1c91e066ef20&elqCampaignId=10241 

January 30: North Carolina Not Waiting on FAA to Explore Commercial 
Drone Use 

January 29, 2015, Govt. Tech: The state-funded NextGen Air Transportation office at 
N.C. State University plans to apply for special FAA permission to start drone 
experiments for the state Department of Transportation. 

http://www.govtech.com/products/North-Carolina-Not-Waiting-on-FAA-to-Explore-Commercial-Drone-
Use.html 

January 30: Dallas Police Post Videos on Social Media to Help Solve Cold 
Cases  

January 29, 2015, Govt. Tech: The department hopes that renewing public interest in the 
cases will prompt someone to come forward with information to crack them. 

http://www.govtech.com/internet/Dallas-Police-Post-Videos-on-Social-Media-to-Help-Solve-Cold-Cases-
.html 

January 30: Michigan State Police Want To Use Aerial Drone Statewide 

January 27, 2015, DETROIT (WWJ/AP) – Michigan State Police have asked for 
authorization to use an aerial drone to photograph vehicle crash scenes and give a 
bird’s-eye view of other emergency situations across the state. 

http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2015/01/27/michigan-state-police-want-to-use-aerial-drone-statewide/ 

  

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2015/01/oversight_of_mandated_portland.html
http://www.govtech.com/data/How-Are-Police-Departments-Using-License-Plate-Reader-Data.html?utm_source=newsletter_editorial&utm_medium=saturday_edition&utm_campaign=GovTech_Today&elq=4c516263a77c41a3955c1c91e066ef20&elqCampaignId=10241
http://www.govtech.com/data/How-Are-Police-Departments-Using-License-Plate-Reader-Data.html?utm_source=newsletter_editorial&utm_medium=saturday_edition&utm_campaign=GovTech_Today&elq=4c516263a77c41a3955c1c91e066ef20&elqCampaignId=10241
http://www.govtech.com/data/How-Are-Police-Departments-Using-License-Plate-Reader-Data.html?utm_source=newsletter_editorial&utm_medium=saturday_edition&utm_campaign=GovTech_Today&elq=4c516263a77c41a3955c1c91e066ef20&elqCampaignId=10241
http://www.govtech.com/products/North-Carolina-Not-Waiting-on-FAA-to-Explore-Commercial-Drone-Use.html
http://www.govtech.com/products/North-Carolina-Not-Waiting-on-FAA-to-Explore-Commercial-Drone-Use.html
http://www.govtech.com/internet/Dallas-Police-Post-Videos-on-Social-Media-to-Help-Solve-Cold-Cases-.html
http://www.govtech.com/internet/Dallas-Police-Post-Videos-on-Social-Media-to-Help-Solve-Cold-Cases-.html
http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2015/01/27/michigan-state-police-want-to-use-aerial-drone-statewide/
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January 30:  Missouri Attorney General Calls for Limits on Use of Body-
Cam Footage 

January 28, 2015, Govt. Tech: State Attorney General Chris Koster urged lawmakers to 
protect the cameras' footage from those who would "monetize it or use it to exploit the 
people it depicts." 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Brief-Missouri-Attorney-General-Calls-for-Limits-on-Use-of-Body-Cam-
Footage.html 

January 28: L.A. police chief goes public with concerns over Google Waze 
app 

January 28, 2015, LA Times: It takes only a couple of clicks of the traffic cop icon to post 
an officer's general location. Waze asks whether the officer is "visible" or "invisible." 

Such real-time traffic reporting has made Google-owned Waze wildly popular. But the 
police location button is coming under criticism from some police officials who fear the 
feature could put officers in jeopardy. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/crime/la-me-0128-waze-cops-20150128-story.html 

January 27: Democrats Plan Police Body-Camera Legislation 

January 26, 2015, Roll Call: Two similar Democratic proposals to equip more police 
officers with body-worn cameras should come into better focus within days, as details 
emerge on a White House initiative as well as a prominent African-American lawmaker’s 
legislation in the House. But GOP lawmakers with authority on the issue on both sides of 
Capitol Hill are so far tight-lipped. 

http://www.rollcall.com/news/democrats_plan_police_body_camera_legislation-239551-1.html 

January 27: Is Facial Recognition The Next Privacy Battleground? 

January 27, 2015, Govt. Tech: Facial recognition. It's now powerful enough to let stores 
use cameras to link customers' faces to information stored in databases—but it's also 
finding use in industrial and transportation settings, where it can be used to keep people 
away from sensitive areas. But are we ready for this tech to start linking personal data 
with our faces without our knowledge? 

http://www.fastcompany.com/3040375/is-facial-recognition-the-next-privacy-battleground 

January 27: Investigators testing new technology that recreates crime 
scenes in 3D 

January 27, 2015, HOUSTON (KTRK) -- Snapshots have helped paint the picture of 
crime scenes for decades but investigators with the Houston Forensic Science Center 
are testing new technology at crime scenes right now.  

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Brief-Missouri-Attorney-General-Calls-for-Limits-on-Use-of-Body-Cam-Footage.html
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Brief-Missouri-Attorney-General-Calls-for-Limits-on-Use-of-Body-Cam-Footage.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/crime/la-me-0128-waze-cops-20150128-story.html
http://www.rollcall.com/news/democrats_plan_police_body_camera_legislation-239551-1.html
http://www.fastcompany.com/3040375/is-facial-recognition-the-next-privacy-battleground
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It's groundbreaking and Vice President of 3rdTech Inc. Doug Schiff says, "It is like 
visiting the crime scene."  

http://abc13.com/technology/new-technology-recreates-crime-scenes-in-3d/486684/ 

January 21: Sheriff: More body scanners to be used in L.A. County jail 

January 21, 2015, SignalSCV: The Citizens Commission on Jail Violence's call for use of 
body scanners is “vitally important,” Sheriff Jim McDonnell said. 

More body scanners will be put to use in county jails after three of the devices proved 
effective detecting contraband on inmates during a recent pilot project, the sheriff told 
Los Angeles County supervisors Tuesday. 

http://www.signalscv.com/section/36/article/131975/ 

January 21: Phoenix police body cam study shows more convictions  

January 21, 2015, AZFamily.com: PHOENIX -- A pilot program shows police body 
cameras have a big impact on the number of people found guilty of crimes and the 
number of complaints against officers.  

Arizona State University has been studying body cameras being used by Phoenix police 
in the Maryvale precinct since April of 2013. On Wednesday, police and researchers 
released preliminary results of the ongoing study. 

http://www.azfamily.com/news/Police-body-cam-study-shows-more-convictions-289382431.html 

January 21: San Antonio PD hopes new social media partnership will boost 
community engagement 

January 20, 2015, The San Antonio Police Department is rolling out a new social media 
partnership aimed at helping officers connect with neighborhoods across the city. 

Interim Chief Anthony Treviño announced Tuesday the department's adoption of 
Nextdoor.com, a digital network that works somewhat like neighborhood watch programs 
to band neighbors together. 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/crime/article/SAPD-hopes-new-social-media-partnership-will-
6028386.php 

January 21: Chicago Police Department Launches Body Camera Pilot 
Program 

January 20, 2015, Patch.com: A group of officers will wear the cameras as part of a 45–
60 day pilot program. The body camera pilot program tests two types of cameras: one 

http://abc13.com/technology/new-technology-recreates-crime-scenes-in-3d/486684/
http://www.signalscv.com/section/36/article/131975/
http://www.azfamily.com/news/Police-body-cam-study-shows-more-convictions-289382431.html
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/crime/article/SAPD-hopes-new-social-media-partnership-will-6028386.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/crime/article/SAPD-hopes-new-social-media-partnership-will-6028386.php
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clipped to their clothing, one to their glasses or head gear. Both will record audio and 
video as events unfold in real time. 

http://patch.com/illinois/beverly-mtgreenwood/chicago-police-department-launches-body-camera-pilot-
program-0 

January 19: New police radars can 'see' inside homes 

January 19, 2015, USA Today: At least 50 U.S. law enforcement agencies quietly 
deployed radars that let them effectively see inside homes, with little notice to the courts 
or the public. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2015/01/19/police-radar-see-through-walls/22007615/ 

January 16: Body Camera Video of Arizona Police Officer’s Killing Stirs 
Ethical Debate  

January 15, 2015, Govt. Tech: The footage raises questions about the balance between 
the public’s right to know and privacy concerns for officers and bystanders as authorities 
around the country wrestle with how to regulate the rapidly spreading technology. 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Body-Camera-Video-of-Arizona-Police-Officers-Killing-stirs-ethical-
debate-.html 

January 16: Is Live-Streamed Video Really That Valuable to Cops? 

January 16, 2015, Govt Tech: While many law enforcement officials are dabbling with 
real-time video feeds during investigations, experts believe still images are more 
effective for decision-making.January 8: FAA Issues Unmanned Aircraft Guidance for 
Law Enforcement. 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Is-Live-Streamed-Video-Really-That-Valuable-to-Cops.html 

January 8, 2015, FAA: The proliferation of small, relatively inexpensive unmanned 
aircraft (UAS) presents the Federal Aviation Administration with a challenge in identifying 
people who don’t follow the rules of the air or who endanger the nation’s airspace. So, 
the agency is asking the law enforcement community for help. 

The FAA released guidance to the law enforcement community explaining the legal 
framework for the agency’s oversight of aviation safety in the U.S., including UAS 
operations. The guidance describes how UAS and model aircraft can be operated 
legally, and the options for legal enforcement actions against unauthorized or unsafe 
UAS operators. The document also discusses the law enforcement community’s vital 
role in deterring, detecting and investigating unsafe operations. 

Link to guide: 
http://www.faa.gov/uas/regulations_policies/media/FAA_UAS-PO_LEA_Guidance.pdf 

http://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsId=81244 

http://patch.com/illinois/beverly-mtgreenwood/chicago-police-department-launches-body-camera-pilot-program-0
http://patch.com/illinois/beverly-mtgreenwood/chicago-police-department-launches-body-camera-pilot-program-0
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2015/01/19/police-radar-see-through-walls/22007615/
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Body-Camera-Video-of-Arizona-Police-Officers-Killing-stirs-ethical-debate-.html
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Body-Camera-Video-of-Arizona-Police-Officers-Killing-stirs-ethical-debate-.html
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Is-Live-Streamed-Video-Really-That-Valuable-to-Cops.html
http://www.faa.gov/uas/regulations_policies/media/FAA_UAS-PO_LEA_Guidance.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsId=81244
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January 7: San Antonio considering police body cams 

January 7, 2015, Houston Chronicle: SAN ANTONIO--The San Antonio Police 
Department likely will outfit 251 police officers on downtown bike patrol and in the Park 
Police with small cameras worn on the uniform while other units will continue to use in-
car video systems. 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/San-Antonio-considering-police-body-
cams-6000290.php 

January 7: Los Angeles police order Tasers that will activate body cameras 
when used 

January 7, 2015, Washington Post: Los Angeles police on Tuesday ordered Tasers that, 
when used, automatically activate cameras on officers’ uniforms, which will create visual 
records of incidents at a time of mounting concern about excessive force by U.S. law 
enforcement officers. 

The 3,000 new digital Taser X26P weapons record the date, time and duration of firing, 
and whether Taser wires actually strike suspects and how long the thousands of volts of 
electricity pulse through them. 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/7/los-angeles-police-order-tasers-that-activate-body/ 

January 6: Audit: DHS Drone Program Ineffective at Border Security 

January 6, 2015, Free Beacon: “We estimate that, in fiscal year 2013, it cost at least 
$62.5 million to operate the program, or about $12,255 per [flight] hour,” the audit said. 
“The Office of Air and Marine’s calculation of $2,468 per flight hour does not include 
operating costs, such as the costs of pilots, equipment, and overhead.”…………… 

http://freebeacon.com/issues/audit-dhs-drone-program-ineffective-at-border-security/ 

January 6: Philly Police using video to fight crime: ‘We’ve become the 
model for other departments’ 

January 6, 2015, Technical: The Philadelphia Police Department is on the cutting edge 
of using video to solve crime, according to a Daily News report. Since 2008, about 90 
cops have been trained in video recovery, which, among other things, teaches officers 
how to turn video footage into YouTube clips. 

It also helps that more Philadelphians are signing up to share their video footage with 
the Police Department through its SafeCam program. 

https://technical.ly/philly/2015/01/06/philly-police-video-crime/ 

  

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/San-Antonio-considering-police-body-cams-6000290.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/San-Antonio-considering-police-body-cams-6000290.php
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/7/los-angeles-police-order-tasers-that-activate-body/
http://freebeacon.com/issues/audit-dhs-drone-program-ineffective-at-border-security/
https://technical.ly/philly/2015/01/06/philly-police-video-crime/
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January 6: LAPD moves to expand TASER deployment along with body-
worn cameras to maximize public safety 

January 6, 2015, MarketWatch: SCOTTSDALE, Ariz., Jan. 6, 2015 /PRNewswire/ -- 
TASER (NASDAQ: TASR) today announced the receipt of several orders for a total of 
3,130 TASER X26P™ Smart Weapons for the Los Angeles Police Department. The first 
order is an upgrade of 2,270 older TASER weapons… 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/los-angeles-police-department-lapd-to-deploy-more-than-3000-taser-
smart-weapons-to-front-line-officers-2015-01-06 

January 6: FAA grants permits for agriculture, real estate drones 

January 6, 2015, WASHINGTON (AP) — The Federal Aviation Administration on 
Tuesday issued permits to use drones to monitor crops and photograph properties for 
sale, marking the first time permission has been granted to companies involved 
agriculture and real estate. 

The exemptions to the current ban on commercial drone flights were granted to 
Advanced Aviation Solutions in Spokane, Washington, for "crop scouting," and to 
Douglas Trudeau of Tierra Antigua Realty in Tucson, Arizona. 

Advanced Aviation Solutions plans to use its 1.5-pound, fixed-wing eBee drone to make 
photographic measurements of farm fields…… 

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/835044af40d34fe7b6a27c6242633b57/faa-grants-permits-agriculture-real-
estate-drones 

January 5: Intel unveils app that opens sites with user's face 

January 5, 2014, LAS VEGAS — Say goodbye to passwords and hello to having your 
face open your favorite websites. Chipmaker Intel has come up with tools to use 
biometrics — facial recognition — to replace passwords. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2015/01/04/ces-2015-intels-new-biometric-password-
manager/21198555/ 

Special Interest:  

January 31: Minnesota Legislation aims to make police body cam footage 
mostly private 

January 31, 2015, Star Tribune: AZ also has a proposed bill to exempt on body camera 
video from public records request, with some exceptions. Arizona SB 1300 Law Enforcement 
Officers; body cameras.  Here is a link to the bill: 
http://www.azleg.gov/legtext/52leg/1r/bills/sb1300p.pdf  Many realize that public records 
request for videos will overwhelm agencies.  We posted several articles this month regarding 
this issue in Seattle.  Lt. Dan.  

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/los-angeles-police-department-lapd-to-deploy-more-than-3000-taser-smart-weapons-to-front-line-officers-2015-01-06
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/los-angeles-police-department-lapd-to-deploy-more-than-3000-taser-smart-weapons-to-front-line-officers-2015-01-06
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/835044af40d34fe7b6a27c6242633b57/faa-grants-permits-agriculture-real-estate-drones
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/835044af40d34fe7b6a27c6242633b57/faa-grants-permits-agriculture-real-estate-drones
http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2015/01/04/ces-2015-intels-new-biometric-password-manager/21198555/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2015/01/04/ces-2015-intels-new-biometric-password-manager/21198555/
http://www.azleg.gov/legtext/52leg/1r/bills/sb1300p.pdf
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January 29, 2015,  Start Tribune: A proposal by a trio of cops-turned-legislators would shield 
almost all footage shot by police body cameras from public eyes, in what they say is an effort 
to protect citizens’ privacy. 

But advocates of open government say keeping the footage under lock and key undermines 
attempts to keep police accountable. 

http://www.startribune.com/politics/statelocal/290287791.html 

 

January 31: So stark it seems real: Sheriff's video shows how to survive a 
mass shooting  

January 30, 2015, myfox8.com: LOS ANGELES — A stark re-enactment of a gunman in 
a mass killing is depicted in a new video by the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department that ... 

http://myfox8.com/2015/01/30/so-stark-it-seems-real-sheriffs-video-shows-how-to-survive-a-mass-shooting/ 

January 31: President's police task force sees national divide 
 
January 30, 2015, The President’s task force on policing didn't have to wait long Friday 
to see the deep divide between police and some of the citizens they serve. 
 
The first panel discussion at the University of Cincinnati included a police chief, an 
officer, a researcher and a civil rights activist – and their perspectives were as wildly 
different as their job descriptions. 
 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/01/30/obamas-police-task-force-sees-national-divide/22610207/ 

 
January 31: NYC mayor says he has moved past police crisis 
 
January 31, 2015, NEW YORK (AP) — Weeks removed from an open revolt from his 
own police force that had officers turning their backs on him, Mayor Bill de Blasio now 
declares he has moved past the rift, striking a tenuous truce with a strategy to stay 
above the fray and public opinion that eventually soured on the cops' behavior. 
 
While he acknowledged much work remains to repair the hard feelings over the 
chokehold death of Eric Garner, de Blasio told The Associated Press he has regained 
the footing to move on to other matters, including an agenda he plans to outline in next 
week's State of the City address. 
 
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/1c51181f4c484307aa52c196a1c201d2/ap-interview-nyc-mayor-says-he-has-
moved-past-police-crisis 

 
  

http://www.startribune.com/politics/statelocal/290287791.html
http://myfox8.com/2015/01/30/so-stark-it-seems-real-sheriffs-video-shows-how-to-survive-a-mass-shooting/
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/01/30/obamas-police-task-force-sees-national-divide/22610207/
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/1c51181f4c484307aa52c196a1c201d2/ap-interview-nyc-mayor-says-he-has-moved-past-police-crisis
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/1c51181f4c484307aa52c196a1c201d2/ap-interview-nyc-mayor-says-he-has-moved-past-police-crisis
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January 31: Fatigued and fighting: How civilians came to aid a cop under 
attack -  VIDEO 
 
Nice to see citizens help an officer take a suspect into custody.  Lt. Dan 

 
As he tried to gain separation from a dangerous suspect, an officer suddenly found 
himself on the ground and vulnerable 

 
http://www.policeone.com/police-heroes/articles/8199141-Fatigued-and-fighting-How-civilians-came-to-aid-
a-cop-under-attack/ 
 

January 31: Miami-Dade police cruiser shot up outside officer’s home 
 
Food for thought for LE personnel parking marked vehicles at their homes. Lt. Dan 

 
http://www.local10.com/news/miamidade-police-cruiser-shot-outside-officers-home/30985636 

 
January 31: How to reform (and how not to reform) laws governing police 
raids 
 
January 30, 2015, Washington Post:  The legislatures of two relatively conservative 
states are considering new bills that would put some restrictions on when and how police 
can break into private homes. First, in Georgia, “Bou Bou’s Law” would require police to 
show probable cause that suspects could be dangerous to police or could destroy 
evidence if police were required to knock and announce themselves before forcing their 
way into a home. It basically raises the standard of evidence for no-knock raids from 
reasonable suspicion to probable cause. The bill is named for Bounkham “Bou Bou” 
Phonesavanh, a toddler who was badly burned and nearly killed by a flash grenade 
during a drug raid last year. 
 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/01/30/how-to-reform-and-how-not-to-reform-laws-
governing-police-raids/ 

 
January 31: Judge Rakoff returns to forensic panel after Justice 
Department backs off decision 
 
January 30, 2015, A federal judge Friday returned to a presidential commission on 
forensic science after the U.S. Justice Department reversed a decision to bar the panel 
from discussing changes that would give criminal defendants more information about 
forensic evidence before their trials, a federal official said. 
 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/in-reversal-doj-lets-forensic-panel-suggest-trial-rule-changes-
after-us-judge-protests/2015/01/30/2f031d9e-a89c-11e4-a2b2-776095f393b2_story.html 

 
January 29: Ex-head of Boston Police pushes for more domestic 
intelligence gathering 
 
January 29, 2015, WASHINGTON — The former head of the Boston Police, citing the 
2013 Boston Marathon bombings and this year’s Paris terror attacks, is among a group 

http://www.policeone.com/police-heroes/articles/8199141-Fatigued-and-fighting-How-civilians-came-to-aid-a-cop-under-attack/
http://www.policeone.com/police-heroes/articles/8199141-Fatigued-and-fighting-How-civilians-came-to-aid-a-cop-under-attack/
http://www.local10.com/news/miamidade-police-cruiser-shot-outside-officers-home/30985636
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/01/30/how-to-reform-and-how-not-to-reform-laws-governing-police-raids/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/01/30/how-to-reform-and-how-not-to-reform-laws-governing-police-raids/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/in-reversal-doj-lets-forensic-panel-suggest-trial-rule-changes-after-us-judge-protests/2015/01/30/2f031d9e-a89c-11e4-a2b2-776095f393b2_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/in-reversal-doj-lets-forensic-panel-suggest-trial-rule-changes-after-us-judge-protests/2015/01/30/2f031d9e-a89c-11e4-a2b2-776095f393b2_story.html
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of former intelligence and counter-terrorism officials calling for stronger domestic spying 
programs to detect ``homegrown’’ extremists. 
 
Former Police Commissioner Ed Davis, who oversaw Boston’s response to the 
Marathon attacks, helped draft recommendations for policy makers that includes 
establishing the new post of national domestic intelligence director in Washington. The 
group also is calling on the federal government to empower state and local police to 
conduct more sleuthing and surveillance of possible terror suspects. 
 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/01/29/davis-former-boston-police-commissioner-says-
domestic-intelligence-gathering-should-increase/0nmxn1rS8O7WB13OZcpjlI/story.html 

 
January 29: ACLU: Moving-car shootings raise questions about police 
training 
 
January 29, 2015, The ACLU of Colorado joined the chorus of people questioning the 
department's procedures for shooting at moving vehicles. 
 
"We've all seen the current policy and you all understand there are very serious 
questions about whether this shooting was a direct violation of the police department's 
policy," said Mark Silverstein, the civil rights organization's legal director. 
 
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_27419576/aclu-moving-car-shootings-raise-questions-about-
police 

 
January 29: Denver conducting two reviews of police department policies 
for shooting at suspects in moving cars 
 
January 28, 2015, Denver Channel: Both Denver Police and the City's Office of the 
Independent Monitor acknowledge that opening fire at a suspect in a moving vehicle 
may pose different dangers than firing at a suspect in any other situation. In fact, those 
potential dangers are codified in the police department's policy for the discharge of 
firearms: 
 
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/denver-conducting-two-reviews-of-police-department-
policies-for-shooting-at-suspects-in-moving-cars01282015 

 
January 29: Latino groups protest unfair treatment of Hispanic cops by 
Houston Police Department 
 
January 28, 2015, Fox News: Gregory Rosa, John Garcia II and Robert Manzanales are 
accused of falsifying citations and listing one another as witnesses on tickets to help 
themselves get overtime pay for testifying in court. All of them were relieved of duty, but 
the case is very similar to another one reported in September 2013. 
 
In that instance, four white officers committed the same offense, but only had to serve a 
suspension. 
 
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2015/01/29/latino-groups-protest-unfair-treatment-hispanic-cops-by-
houston-police/ 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/01/29/davis-former-boston-police-commissioner-says-domestic-intelligence-gathering-should-increase/0nmxn1rS8O7WB13OZcpjlI/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/01/29/davis-former-boston-police-commissioner-says-domestic-intelligence-gathering-should-increase/0nmxn1rS8O7WB13OZcpjlI/story.html
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_27419576/aclu-moving-car-shootings-raise-questions-about-police
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_27419576/aclu-moving-car-shootings-raise-questions-about-police
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/denver-conducting-two-reviews-of-police-department-policies-for-shooting-at-suspects-in-moving-cars01282015
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/denver-conducting-two-reviews-of-police-department-policies-for-shooting-at-suspects-in-moving-cars01282015
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2015/01/29/latino-groups-protest-unfair-treatment-hispanic-cops-by-houston-police/
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2015/01/29/latino-groups-protest-unfair-treatment-hispanic-cops-by-houston-police/
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January 29: Under Armour may offer new uniforms to city police 
 
January 26, 2015,  Baltimore Sun: On Wednesday, the city's spending panel is set to 
clear the way for the company to give the Baltimore Police Department new uniforms for 
officers in one district. The project is described in city documents as a "collaboration" 
between the police and Under Armour to "potentially improve the quality and durability of 
police uniforms and relieve some strain on the Police Department budget." 
 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/business/under-armour-blog/bs-md-ci-under-armour-uniforms-20150126-
story.html 

 

January 29: You Can Be Persuaded To Confess To An Invented Crime, 
Study Finds 
 
A recent study shows that people can be persuaded to confess to crimes they did not 
commit.  With a little misinformation, encouragement and three hours, researchers were 
able to convince 70 percent of the study's participants that they'd committed a crime. 

 
Link to research:  
http://pss.sagepub.com/content/early/2015/01/14/0956797614562862.abstract 
 

http://www.npr.org/2015/01/29/382483367/you-can-be-convinced-to-confess-to-an-invented-crime-study-
finds 

 
January 29: New York City Police Department to Create New 
Counterterrorism Unit 
 
January 29, 2015, The New York Police Department will create a unit of 350 specially 
trained officers dedicated to counterterrorism efforts across the city, Commissioner  
William Bratton  said Thursday. 
 
Mr. Bratton also announced an effort to ramp up neighborhood policing by requiring that 
officers from the city’s 77 precincts spend more time in the local communities. The plan, 
which is still being hammered out….. 
 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-police-department-to-create-new-counterterrorism-unit-
1422570131 

 

January 29: Study Finds Court Fees Also Punish The Families Of Those 
Who Owe 
 
January 29, 2015, NPR: A new report on the growth of court fines and fees that are 
charged to often-impoverished offenders is focusing on another group that pays: their 
families. 

 
Titled "When All Else Fails, Fining the Family," the study finds that impoverished people 
who go through the criminal justice system almost always get cash from family and 
friends to help pay their court-ordered fines, even though those family and friends are 
often poor, too. The report was published by the Center For Community Alternatives, a 
New York-based advocacy group that promotes alternatives to incarceration. 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/business/under-armour-blog/bs-md-ci-under-armour-uniforms-20150126-story.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/business/under-armour-blog/bs-md-ci-under-armour-uniforms-20150126-story.html
http://pss.sagepub.com/content/early/2015/01/14/0956797614562862.abstract
http://www.npr.org/2015/01/29/382483367/you-can-be-convinced-to-confess-to-an-invented-crime-study-finds
http://www.npr.org/2015/01/29/382483367/you-can-be-convinced-to-confess-to-an-invented-crime-study-finds
http://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-police-department-to-create-new-counterterrorism-unit-1422570131
http://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-police-department-to-create-new-counterterrorism-unit-1422570131
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The study notes that "the incarcerated individual's friends and family ... become, in 
effect, a parallel welfare state." 
 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2015/01/29/382380183/study-finds-court-fees-also-punish-the-families-
of-those-who-owe 

 
January 29: Altercation breaks out during meeting at St. Louis City Hall  
 
January 28: ST. LOUIS (KMOV.com) – An altercation broke out at St. Louis City Hall 
during a meeting Wednesday to discuss the possibility of creating a civilian review board 
so citizens could have a more direct line to police. 

 
http://www.kmov.com/news/talkers/Altercation-breaks-out-during-meeting-at-city-hall-290149111.html 

 
January 29: St. Louis cops seek highway patrol's help to police downtown 
streets 
 
January 29, 2015, St. Louis Today: High-profile attacks in downtown St. Louis have 
prompted Police Chief Sam Dotson to ask the Missouri Highway Patrol to assign 
troopers to work beside city officers, reports the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Dotson 
contacted the patrol last week in response to a surge in violent crime downtown over the 
final five months of last year. Dotson said he foresaw a six-month pilot program in which 
about a dozen troopers would join forces with city police officers. “We think that if we can 
work with the highway patrol to bring a little more police visibility and added presence 
downtown, it will have an impact on crime,” he said. “And if downtown thrives, the region 
thrives.” 

 
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/st-louis-cops-seek-highway-patrol-s-help-to-
police/article_6d1a3d58-d98f-5b7f-9ca3-a49cb0b9744a.html 
 

January 29: Crime Subcommittee to Examine Asset Forfeiture in February  
 
January 28, 2015, Washington, D.C. – On Wednesday, February 11 at 10:00 a.m., the 
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations Subcommittee will hold an 
oversight hearing on civil asset forfeiture.  Members of the subcommittee will examine 
current asset forfeiture procedures and practices and the Justice Department’s recently 
revised guidelines issued governing the circumstances under which state seizures will 
be “adopted” by the federal government for forfeiture. Through adoption, the federal 
government “adopts” forfeitures made by state and local police departments. In return, 
federal authorities keep a portion of the proceeds and return a large portion of it to the 
local law enforcement that made the seizure. 
  
Additionally, members will look at forfeiture policies recently reported on that have 
highlighted problems with civil asset forfeiture. These include innocent owners forfeiting 
their property, allegations of police targeting motorists with the hopes of finding cash to 
seize, and other systemic problems that warrant attention. 
 
http://judiciary.house.gov/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=1AE60487-2F2B-4808-B3B2-805CC2566835 

 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2015/01/29/382380183/study-finds-court-fees-also-punish-the-families-of-those-who-owe
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2015/01/29/382380183/study-finds-court-fees-also-punish-the-families-of-those-who-owe
http://www.kmov.com/news/talkers/Altercation-breaks-out-during-meeting-at-city-hall-290149111.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/st-louis-cops-seek-highway-patrol-s-help-to-police/article_6d1a3d58-d98f-5b7f-9ca3-a49cb0b9744a.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/st-louis-cops-seek-highway-patrol-s-help-to-police/article_6d1a3d58-d98f-5b7f-9ca3-a49cb0b9744a.html
http://judiciary.house.gov/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=1AE60487-2F2B-4808-B3B2-805CC2566835
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January 29: $1.3 million payout OKd to settle Occupy Oakland protesters’ 
suit 
 
January 13, 2015, SFGate: A federal magistrate tentatively approved a $1.3 million 
settlement of a lawsuit filed by Occupy Oakland protesters who said they were corralled 
by police outside the downtown YMCA before being unfairly arrested and held in jail for 
hours. 
 
In signing off on the deal last week, U.S. Magistrate Nathanael Cousins in San Francisco 
also granted preliminary class-action status, meaning the eight plaintiffs who sued the 
city of Oakland and Alameda County would share the money with roughly 400 people 
who allege they were unlawfully arrested on Jan. 28, 2012. 

 
http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/1-3M-payout-in-2012-kettling-of-Oakland-6012981.php 

 
January 27: Dallas police commanders amend foot-chase policy after 
officer complaints 
 
January 26, 2015, Dallas News: Dallas police commanders announced Monday to 
members of the City Council’s public safety committee that they have amended their 
foot-chase policy. The current policy was highly scrutinized and criticized by officers, 
claiming they were too confusing and restrictive. 
 
The Dallas Morning Star reported that commanders stated they will allow officers more 
freedom to make judgment calls in terms of foot chases. They have also modified some 
of the language in the policy after police associations complained. 
 
http://crimeblog.dallasnews.com/2015/01/dallas-police-massage-foot-chase-policy-after-tension-build-
up.html/ 

 
January 27: Are Drug-Carrying Drones the Future of Smuggling? Probably 
Not, DEA Says 
 
January 27, 2015, On Tuesday a drone carrying methamphetamine crashed in Mexico, 
triggering an investigation by Tijuana police and raising the question of whether the 
technology is a new avenue for drug smuggling. 

 
http://www.govtech.com/products/Are-Drug-Carrying-Drones-the-Future-of-Smuggling-Probably-Not-DEA-
says.html 

 
January 27: After Ferguson, police consider 'tactical retreat' instead of 
force in certain cases 
 
January 24, 2015, St Louis Today: Simple but repugnant to some officers — is to teach 
police to back away from certain difficult situations until help can arrive….. 

 
The concept is known as “tactical retreat” or sometimes “tactical withdrawal” or “tactical 
restraint.” 
 

http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/1-3M-payout-in-2012-kettling-of-Oakland-6012981.php
http://crimeblog.dallasnews.com/2015/01/dallas-police-massage-foot-chase-policy-after-tension-build-up.html/
http://crimeblog.dallasnews.com/2015/01/dallas-police-massage-foot-chase-policy-after-tension-build-up.html/
http://www.govtech.com/products/Are-Drug-Carrying-Drones-the-Future-of-Smuggling-Probably-Not-DEA-says.html
http://www.govtech.com/products/Are-Drug-Carrying-Drones-the-Future-of-Smuggling-Probably-Not-DEA-says.html
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http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/ferguson-aftermath-causing-police-to-consider-retreat-
instead-of-force/article_7fa34fed-9770-5860-ad10-4358b4523b76.html 

 
January 27, 2014, NIJ: Selection and Application Guide to Ballistic-
Resistant Body Armor For Law Enforcement, Corrections and Public 
Safety: NIJ Selection and Application Guide-0101.06 
 
http://www.nij.gov/publications/Pages/publication-detail.aspx?ncjnumber=247281 

 
Michigan State Police Vehicle 2015 Model Year Police Vehicle Evaluation  
 
The Michigan State Police Vehicle Test Team is pleased to announce the results of the 
2015 Model Year Police Vehicle Evaluation. This year we tested fourteen vehicles and 
seven motorcycles. 
 
https://www.justnet.org/pdf/2015-MY-Police-Vehicle-Evaluation-Test-Book.pdf 

 

January 27: Minnesota Lawmakers Debate Shelf Life of License Plate 
Reader Data  
 
January 27, 2015, Govt. Tech: Conflict between lawmakers lies between whether license 
plate reader “hits” on innocent people should be deleted immediately by police or kept 
for 90 days. January 26: Lawyers see new benefit to D.C. police body cameras — as 
evidence for trials 

 
http://www.govtech.com/data/Minnesota-Lawmakers-Debate-Shelf-Life-of-License-Plate-Reader-Data-.html 

 
January 27: Lawyers see new benefit to D.C. police body cameras — as 
evidence for trials 
 
January 26, 2015, When D.C. police began outfitting some officers’ shirts and glasses 
with miniature cameras in the fall, the objectives were obvious: to protect residents from 
overly zealous officers during arrests as well as to protect officers from any unfounded 
complaints. 
 
But this month in D.C. Superior Court, prosecutors and defense attorneys explored 
another benefit of the video: as evidence for trial. 
 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/lawyers-see-new-benefit-to-dc-police-body-cameras--as-
evidence-for-trials/2015/01/25/c0d89f06-9c11-11e4-bcfb-059ec7a93ddc_story.html 

 
January 26: Letter from Mayor Jackson addresses Department of Justice 
report on Cleveland police 
 
http://fox8.com/2015/01/26/letter-from-mayor-jackson-addresses-department-of-justice-report-on-cleveland-
police/ 

 
  

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/ferguson-aftermath-causing-police-to-consider-retreat-instead-of-force/article_7fa34fed-9770-5860-ad10-4358b4523b76.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/ferguson-aftermath-causing-police-to-consider-retreat-instead-of-force/article_7fa34fed-9770-5860-ad10-4358b4523b76.html
http://www.nij.gov/publications/Pages/publication-detail.aspx?ncjnumber=247281
https://www.justnet.org/pdf/2015-MY-Police-Vehicle-Evaluation-Test-Book.pdf
http://www.govtech.com/data/Minnesota-Lawmakers-Debate-Shelf-Life-of-License-Plate-Reader-Data-.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/lawyers-see-new-benefit-to-dc-police-body-cameras--as-evidence-for-trials/2015/01/25/c0d89f06-9c11-11e4-bcfb-059ec7a93ddc_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/lawyers-see-new-benefit-to-dc-police-body-cameras--as-evidence-for-trials/2015/01/25/c0d89f06-9c11-11e4-bcfb-059ec7a93ddc_story.html
http://fox8.com/2015/01/26/letter-from-mayor-jackson-addresses-department-of-justice-report-on-cleveland-police/
http://fox8.com/2015/01/26/letter-from-mayor-jackson-addresses-department-of-justice-report-on-cleveland-police/
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January 26: Border Protection lends a hand for Super Bowl security  
 
January 26, PoliceOne: Black Hawk helicopters and truck-sized X-ray machines that are 
typically deployed along the U.S.-Mexico border have been brought to the Super Bowl. 
 
http://www.policeone.com/police-products/police-technology/articles/8187904-Border-Protection-lends-a-
hand-for-Super-Bowl-security/ 

 

January 26: Sheriffs want popular police-tracking app disabled 
 
January 26, 2015, Star-Telegram:  Sheriffs are campaigning to pressure Google Inc. to 
turn off a feature on its Waze traffic software that warns drivers when police are nearby. 
They say one of the technology industry’s most popular mobile apps could put officers’ 
lives in danger from would-be police killers who can find where their targets are parked.  

 
http://www.star-telegram.com/news/nation-world/national/article8148741.html 

January 25: Meth-laden drone crashes near US-Mexico border 

January 23, 2015, PoliceOne: Six packets of the drug, weighing more than six pounds, 
were taped to the six-propeller remote-controlled aircraft. 

http://www.policeone.com/drug-interdiction-narcotics/articles/8174464-Meth-laden-drone-crashes-near-US-
Mexico-border/ 

January 25: 'Not Mayberry anymore': Oil patch cops scramble to keep up 

January 25, 2015, Police One: The gusher of oil and money flowing from the Bakken 
fields, in North Dakota has made policing more demanding and dangerous 

http://www.policeone.com/patrol-issues/articles/8181386-Not-Mayberry-anymore-Oil-patch-cops-scramble-
to-keep-up/ 

January 25: Cleveland police chief denies accusations of pattern of 
excessive force on '60 Minutes' 

This is an interesting interview of the Cleveland Police Chief as well as a story on the 
legalization of marijuana in Colorado.  (link below for the interview) Lt. Dan.  

January 25, 2015, CBS: CLEVELAND, Ohio – Cleveland Police Chief Calvin Williams 
said during an interview broadcast Sunday night on "60 Minutes" that he does not agree 
with the U.S. Justice Department report alleging the city's police force has a pattern of 
using excessive force. 

Link to 60 minutes interview 
http://www.cbs.com/shows/60_minutes/ 

http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/01/cleveland_police_chief_denies.html 

http://www.policeone.com/police-products/police-technology/articles/8187904-Border-Protection-lends-a-hand-for-Super-Bowl-security/
http://www.policeone.com/police-products/police-technology/articles/8187904-Border-Protection-lends-a-hand-for-Super-Bowl-security/
http://www.star-telegram.com/news/nation-world/national/article8148741.html
http://www.policeone.com/drug-interdiction-narcotics/articles/8174464-Meth-laden-drone-crashes-near-US-Mexico-border/
http://www.policeone.com/drug-interdiction-narcotics/articles/8174464-Meth-laden-drone-crashes-near-US-Mexico-border/
http://www.policeone.com/patrol-issues/articles/8181386-Not-Mayberry-anymore-Oil-patch-cops-scramble-to-keep-up/
http://www.policeone.com/patrol-issues/articles/8181386-Not-Mayberry-anymore-Oil-patch-cops-scramble-to-keep-up/
http://www.cbs.com/shows/60_minutes/
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/01/cleveland_police_chief_denies.html
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January 23: Man killed at traffic stop had a history with police 

Good video breakdown of incident, noticeably different approach by media as compared 
to previous incidents.  Lt. Dan 

January 23, 2014, CNN - looks at the case of a black police officer's shooting and killing 
of an unarmed black suspect in Bridgeton, New Jersey. 

http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/man-killed-at-traffic-stop-had-a-history-with-police/vi-AA8uIqu 

January 23: Law enforcement to monitor Super Bowl events from 
command center  

PHOENIX -- With hundreds of thousands of people expected to visit the Valley for the 
Super Bowl, law enforcement agencies are teaming up to keep everyone safe. 

http://www.azfamily.com/sports/football/super-bowl/Law-enforcement-to-monitor-Super-Bowl-events-from-
command-center-289625871.html 

June 22: Terrifying Shootout Between Albuquerque, N.M., Police Officer, 
Suspect Caught on Video 

This will make you think twice the next time you pull over a violator.  Good reminder of 
how quick these incidents go down. LT. Dan.  

June 22, ABC: After pulling over the car early on the morning of Jan. 3, Golson walked 
up to the driver’s-side window. The SUV was stolen, he would later learn.  

The body camera attached to the front of Golson's uniform caught every terrifying 
second of what happened next.  “He was trying to start the car. It wasn’t starting and I 
told him to turn it off,” Golson recalled. “And when I opened the driver’s door he spun 
sideways in his seat. He had the gun in his hand and he fired.” 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/terrifying-shootout-albuquerque-nm-police-officer-suspect-
caught/story?id=28396924 

January 22: Miami PD investigating "Flash Mob on Wheels" 

January 22, 2015, CBS: MIAMI - Miami police were virtually powerless to stop a virtual 
"flash mob on wheels" when hundreds of dirt bikes, motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles 
took to the streets on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, reports CBS Miami. 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/miami-police-department-investigating-flash-mob-on-wheels/ 

January 22: Seattle PD to test all rape kits in storage 

January 22, 2015, Seattle PI: Just about one in five rape kits collected by the Seattle 

Police Department have been tested by the state crime lab in the past 10 years. 

http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/man-killed-at-traffic-stop-had-a-history-with-police/vi-AA8uIqu
http://www.azfamily.com/sports/football/super-bowl/Law-enforcement-to-monitor-Super-Bowl-events-from-command-center-289625871.html
http://www.azfamily.com/sports/football/super-bowl/Law-enforcement-to-monitor-Super-Bowl-events-from-command-center-289625871.html
http://abcnews.go.com/US/terrifying-shootout-albuquerque-nm-police-officer-suspect-caught/story?id=28396924
http://abcnews.go.com/US/terrifying-shootout-albuquerque-nm-police-officer-suspect-caught/story?id=28396924
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/miami-police-department-investigating-flash-mob-on-wheels/
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Chief Kathleen O’Toole wants them all tested now. The police department announced 

this priority on Thursday. Sexual-assault kit testing has come up repeatedly as a concern 

among community agencies, victim advocates, prosecutors and medical professionals. 

http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattle911/2015/01/22/seattle-pd-to-test-all-rape-kits-in-storage/ 

January 21: Colorado’s Legalization and the Impact on Public Safety:  

January 20, 2015, Police Foundation: A Practical Guide for Law Enforcement is 
available as a free download on the Police Foundation’s website at: 
http://www.policefoundation.org/content/marijuana-guidebook#overlay-context=user 

In partnership with the Colorado Chiefs Association, the Police Foundation released 
Colorado’s Legalization and the Impact on Public Safety: A Practical Guide for Law 
Enforcement on Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at the "Marijuana Impact on Public 
Health and Safety" conference, hosted by the Colorado Association of Chiefs of Police. 
The conference, in Lone Tree near Denver, drew nearly 500 attendees from across the 
nation.  

January 21: Trial, judge set for NC police officer accused of shooting 
unarmed man 

January 21, 2015, CHARLOTTE — A Morganton, N.C. judge will preside over what 
stands to be Charlotte’s most explosive court case of 2015: the July 20 manslaughter 
trial of police Officer Randall Kerrick over the shooting death of Jonathan Ferrell. 

The unarmed Ferrell was shot 10 times at close range during a September 2013 
confrontation with Kerrick and two other Charlotte-Mecklenburg officers. Ferrell was 
black. Kerrick is white. 

http://www.heraldonline.com/2015/01/21/6721180/trial-judge-set-for-nc-police.html 

January 21: Stockton police fired more than 600 rounds at SUV, attorney 
says  

January 21, 2015, The city of Stockton has refused to accept responsibility for its police 
officers, who allegedly fired more than 600 rounds at armed bank robbery suspects 
inside a disabled SUV and hit a hostage 10 times, killing her, an attorney for the 
woman’s family said.. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-hostage-stockton-police-claims-20150120-story.html 

January 21: Video Shows Man Shot by New Jersey Police Raising His 
Hands 

January 21, 2015, AP: With the dashboard camera in their cruiser rolling, police pulled a 
Jaguar over for running a stop sign on a dark night. But things suddenly turned tense 

http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattle911/2015/01/22/seattle-pd-to-test-all-rape-kits-in-storage/
http://www.policefoundation.org/content/marijuana-guidebook#overlay-context=user
http://www.heraldonline.com/2015/01/21/6721180/trial-judge-set-for-nc-police.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-hostage-stockton-police-claims-20150120-story.html
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when one of the officers warned his partner that he could see a gun in the glove 
compartment. 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/video-shows-man-shot-jersey-police-raising-hands-28371608 

January 20: Nearly all campus police at public universities carry weapons, 
BJS reports 

January 20, 2015, BJS: Campus law enforcement officers patrol colleges and 
universities, providing a quicker response time to incidents on campus than local police, 
and offer campus-specific services not necessarily available from local policing 
organizations.  Campus police forces can be comprised of both sworn police officers and 
non-sworn security officers.  Campus law enforcement agencies can have state, county, 
or city wide jurisdiction; others are limited to campus property.  These findings are based 
on the 2004-05 survey of Campus Law Enforcement Agencies (CLEA). 

http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=76 

January 20: No charges for man who shot police chief in Oklahoma 

January 19, 2015, An Oklahoma homeowner who allegedly shot his town’s police chief 
was released from custody on the same day of the incident without facing charges, 
according to state authorities. Officials said they believe the suspect didn’t realize police 
had broken down his front door and were inside his home when they raided it in 
response to an apparent bomb threat. 

http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/no-charges-man-who-shot-police-chief-oklahoma 

January 18: LA Sheriff Department will release data on use-of-force 
allegations, deputy discipline 

January 18, 2015, SCPR.org: Los Angeles County Sheriff Jim McDonnell said he will 
soon publicize how often officers shoot suspects, how often they are disciplined, and 
how often the department receives complaints about excessive use of force.  

McDonnell’s decision comes on the heels of a report from the county’s Inspector 
General blasting the department for not for providing the information. 

Inspector General Max Huntsman said when he looked at big city law enforcement 
agencies, the sheriff's department ranked the worst when it comes to releasing 
information about officer misconduct.  LAPD, New York, Chicago and San Diego were 
better, according to his report, which will be delivered to the Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors on Tuesday. 

http://www.scpr.org/news/2015/01/18/49325/la-sheriff-department-will-release-data-on-use-of/ 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/video-shows-man-shot-jersey-police-raising-hands-28371608
http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=76
http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/no-charges-man-who-shot-police-chief-oklahoma
http://www.scpr.org/news/2015/01/18/49325/la-sheriff-department-will-release-data-on-use-of/
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January 18: Attorney General Prohibits Federal Agency Adoptions of 
Assets Seized by State and Local Law Enforcement Agencies Except 
Where Needed to Protect Public Safety 

January 18, 2015, DOJ: A federally adopted forfeiture – or “adoption” for short – occurs 
when a state or local law enforcement agency seizes property pursuant to state law and 
requests that a federal agency take the seized asset and forfeit it under federal law.  The 
U.S. Department of the Treasury, which has its own forfeiture program, is issuing a 
policy consistent with the Attorney General’s order and that policy will apply to all 
participants of the Treasury forfeiture program, administered by the Treasury Executive 
Office for Asset Forfeiture. 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-prohibits-federal-agency-adoptions-assets-seized-state-and-
local-law 

January 17: Miami police chief suspends sniper program using mug shots 
as target practice  

January 17, 2015, NY Daily News: Chief J. Scott Dennis said the department is 
investigating the program that was criticized after a soldier found her brother's bullet-
riddled mug shot at a shooting range. She found police had used only pictures of 
African-American men that day. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/miami-police-suspend-program-mug-shots-targets-article-
1.2082233 

January 17: Yelp, Socrata Partner to Make Restaurant Inspections Public 

This is an interesting concept, integrating social media with a government database for 
government inspections.  It will be interesting to see what other type of applications of 
this technology will be utilized, which may impact LE. Lt. Dan 

January 16, 2015, Govt. Tech: Though this behind-the-scenes data integration will help 
millions of people benefit from better information, it likely will take some time for 
governments to get on board. Yelp has grown to be a staple for word-of-mouth reviews. 
But now, the San Francisco-based company, popularized for its restaurant ratings, has 
partnered with the open data company Socrata to expand its services related to health 
department inspections.  

On Jan. 14, the two companies unveiled a strategic partnership to deliver restaurant 
inspection data to inform citizens not only nationwide, but also globally. The deal will 
give Yelp additional legitimacy for its reviews, access to new content via Socrata’s city 
and county client databases, and technical expertise to implement the open data 
initiative. 

http://www.govtech.com/data/Yelp-Socrata-Partner-to-Make-Restaurant-Inspections-Public.html 

January 17: Camden, N.J., Police to Share Data with Hospitals for Insight  

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-prohibits-federal-agency-adoptions-assets-seized-state-and-local-law
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-prohibits-federal-agency-adoptions-assets-seized-state-and-local-law
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/miami-police-suspend-program-mug-shots-targets-article-1.2082233
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/miami-police-suspend-program-mug-shots-targets-article-1.2082233
http://www.yelp.com/about
http://www.socrata.com/
http://www.govtech.com/data/Yelp-Socrata-Partner-to-Make-Restaurant-Inspections-Public.html
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into Better Health, Public Safety 

January 16, 2015, Govt. Tech: Data can provide a look into where health care, public 
safety and other sectors overlap. The initiative is similar to data-sharing programs in 
Philadelphia and New York. 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/GT-Camden-NJ-Police-to-Share-Data-with-Hospitals-for-Insight-into-
Better-Health-Public-Safety.html 

January 17: Obama Orders Panel to Study Police Equipment 

January 16, 2015, President Obama on Friday ordered the creation of a new federal 
working group to recommend tighter standards on providing military-style equipment to 
local police departments. The order was part of Mr. Obama’s response to racial unrest in 
Ferguson, Mo., that followed the fatal shooting of an unarmed black teenager by a white 
police officer, and the heavily militarized posture police used in the days afterward to 
confront riots and protests over the killing. In an executive order, Mr. Obama said the 
group would be jointly led by the secretary of defense, the attorney general and the 
secretary of homeland security. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/17/us/obama-orders-panel-to-study-police-equipment.html?_r=0 

January 17: Agreement allows outside audit of St. Paul police review panel 

January 15, 2015, Twin Cities.com: City of St. Paul leaders and community groups 
agreed to an outside audit of the Police-Civilian Internal Affairs Review Commission on 
Thursday.  

The meeting between the mayor, police chief and leaders in the African-American 
community was planned for more than a month but came the day after St. Paul police 
fatally shot a black man who the department says drove a vehicle at an officer. 

http://www.twincities.com/crime/ci_27330036/agreement-allows-outside-audit-st-paul-police-review 

January 16: Crime is up, and Fresno County law enforcement leaders 
blame Prop. 47 

These are challenging times for local law enforcement, as officials have been forced to 
adjust to prison realignment, which shifts the incarceration and supervision of nonviolent, 
non sex-offending criminals from the state to counties.  

http://www.fresnobee.com/2015/01/14/4330786_crime-is-up-and-fresno-county.html?rh=1 

  

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/GT-Camden-NJ-Police-to-Share-Data-with-Hospitals-for-Insight-into-Better-Health-Public-Safety.html
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/GT-Camden-NJ-Police-to-Share-Data-with-Hospitals-for-Insight-into-Better-Health-Public-Safety.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/17/us/obama-orders-panel-to-study-police-equipment.html?_r=0
http://www.twincities.com/crime/ci_27330036/agreement-allows-outside-audit-st-paul-police-review
http://www.fresnobee.com/2015/01/14/4330786_crime-is-up-and-fresno-county.html?rh=1
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Police Involved shooting FACTS that tell the real story 

Use these stats to educate your community. Lt. Dan  

January 15, 2015, Here is a Power Point presentation created by Dr. Richard Johnson of 
the University of Toledo's CJ program, which addresses "community concerns" about 
the force controversy. "Feel free to utilize or distribute this presentation as widely as you 
wish," Johnson writes. 

https:// 
aspx?C=h_ZVBZETpkqHRznUNzcvm070OdBcBNII8BO2zvyRpO2bT8j8DG8mHGlhYn1f4tqE8lg6A6NSgE0.
&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.forcescience.org%2fforcepresentation.ppt 

January 16: Aurora manager picks Nick Metz to be city's new police chief 

January 15, 2015, Denver Post: In picking Nick Metz to be Aurora's next police chief, city 
officials believe they've found the leader who can diversify the department and connect 
with the city's large minority population.  

Metz, who will be the first African-American police chief in Aurora, is scheduled to be 
approved formally by the City Council on Feb. 2. He comes into a department that is 85 
percent white but a community that is 29 percent Latino and 16 percent black.  

"It's a wholesale philosophy within the department," Metz, 52, said Thursday in a phone 
interview. "Everyone's a recruiter. Everyone has a responsibility." Metz, who was 
selected by Aurora City Manager Skip Noe, had a big role in diversifying the ranks in 
Seattle, where he was an assistant police chief. The Seattle Police Department is 76 
percent white and 24 percent minority — numbers that mirror the Seattle community. 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_27326177/aurora-manager-picks-nicholas-metz-be-citys-new 

January 16: NYC lost about $5 million in revenue during suspected police 
slowdown 

January 16, 2105, CBS News: NEW YORK -- A suspected work slowdown by New York 
City police at the start of the year has cost the city an estimated $5 million in lost fines. 

The New York Times, citing figures provided by the city comptroller's office, reports that 
the biggest loss came from unwritten parking tickets. It amounted to about $3 million. 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/new-york-city-lost-about-5-million-in-revenue-during-suspected-police-
slowdown/ 

January 16: 10 dead, 3 critical after Texas prison bus hits train 

January 15, 2015, USA Today: A prison bus skidded off an icy Texas highway and 
collided with a passing freight train Wednesday, killing eight inmates and two corrections 
officers, including the bus driver, authorities said 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_27326177/aurora-manager-picks-nicholas-metz-be-citys-new
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/new-york-city-lost-about-5-million-in-revenue-during-suspected-police-slowdown/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/new-york-city-lost-about-5-million-in-revenue-during-suspected-police-slowdown/
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http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2015/01/14/texas-prison-bus-killed/21750117/ 

January 16: Colorado’s Legalization and the Impact on Public Safety: A 
Practical Guide for Law Enforcement 

January 16, 2015, Police Foundation:  In partnership with the Colorado Chiefs 
Association, the Police Foundation released Colorado’s Legalization and the Impact on 
Public Safety: A Practical Guide for Law Enforcement on Wednesday, January 14, 2015 
at the "Marijuana Impact on Public Health and Safety" conference, hosted by the 
Colorado Association of Chiefs of Police. The conference, in Lone Tree near Denver, 
drew nearly 500 attendees from across the nation.  

Colorado’s Legalization and the Impact on Public Safety: A Practical Guide for Law 
Enforcement is available as a free download on the Police Foundation’s website at:  

http://www.policefoundation.org/content/marijuana-guidebook#overlay-context=user 

January 14: IACP National Policy Summit on Community-Police Relations 

A Message from IACP President Richard Beary 

January 14, 2015, IACP:  I am pleased to announce the release of the report from the 
IACP National Policy Summit on Community-Police Relations: Advancing a Culture of 
Cohesion and Community Trust. Yesterday, I had the opportunity to present the report to 
President Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing.  It is our hope that the 
recommendations from this report will aid the Task Force as they continue the insightful 
work they are doing to examine and strengthen community-police relations. 

The report defines those elements—communication, partnerships, and trust—and 
provides recommendations for improvement in each. 

http://www.theiacp.org/Portals/0/documents/pdfs/CommunityPoliceRelationsSummitReport_Jan15.pdf 

January 14: Should Officers Be Permitted to View Body Camera Footage 
Before Writing Their Reports? 

January 13, 2015, ACLU: A police officer wearing a body camera shoots a civilian. 
Afterwards, the officer has to write up a report about the incident. Should the officer be 
able to view the footage captured by his body camera (or other cameras) before he 
writes his initial report? 

To us, the answer seems entirely clear: of course not. Some departments agree— 

https://www.aclu.org/blog/criminal-law-reform-immigrants-rights-technology-and-liberty-free-speech/should-
officers-be-per 
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January 14: Albuquerque, Department of Justice face deadline on police 
monitoring team agreement 

January 14, 2015, ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico — The city of Albuquerque and the 
U.S. Justice Department are facing a deadline to agree on a monitor to oversee the 
Albuquerque Police Department. 

Under the terms of a signed agreement, both sides have until Wednesday to notify U.S. 
Judge Robert Brack that they have come to terms on a monitoring team. If both sides 
can't, they'll have until Jan. 28 to submit their own suggestions. 

http://www.dailyjournal.net/view/story/0887f35d62824af7a46b25765d86654b/NM--Albuquerque-Police-
Shootings/ 

January 14: Police say social problems fuel tensions with public 

January 13, 2015, USA Today: WASHINGTON — Police officials offered an 
unapologetic defense of law enforcement in America Tuesday, telling a White House 
panel that flagging public trust is largely due to powerful social forces — extreme 
poverty, untreated mental illness and lack of resources — beyond their control that often 
fuel tense encounters with the public. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2015/01/13/police-mistrust-panel/21699567/ 

January 14: LAPD to track how safely officers are driving patrol cars 

January 13, 2015, SCPR News: About 50 LAPD patrol cars in the Central and Valley 
bureaus will transmit real-time driving data from black boxes inside the vehicles as part 
of a one-year pilot program. 

Each unit installed in the patrol vehicles costs about $280. It’ll track and transmit how 
fast the car was traveling, whether seatbelts and the light bar were in use and how hard 
the driver slammed on the brakes. 

http://www.scpr.org/news/2014/12/22/48820/lapd-to-track-how-safely-officers-are-driving-patr/ 

January 13: Police camera shows final moments before man killed Flagstaff 
officer 

The body cam video, is tough to watch but is a good reminder to remain vigilant in our 
profession. Lt. Dan 

January 13, 2015, Fox 10: FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. - Flagstaff Police have released video 
from a deadly police shooting. The video shows Officer Tyler Stewart being shot and 
killed while responding to a domestic violence call last month. The suspect then killed 
himself. 

http://www.fox10phoenix.com/story/27842220/2015/01/13/police-camera-shows-final-moments-before-man-
killed-flagstaff-officer 

http://www.dailyjournal.net/view/story/0887f35d62824af7a46b25765d86654b/NM--Albuquerque-Police-Shootings/
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http://www.scpr.org/news/2014/12/22/48820/lapd-to-track-how-safely-officers-are-driving-patr/
http://www.fox10phoenix.com/story/27842220/2015/01/13/police-camera-shows-final-moments-before-man-killed-flagstaff-officer
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January 13: Facebook, Justice Department partner on AMBER Alert service 

January 13, 2015, DOJ: WASHINGTON  — Attorney General Eric Holder announced 
Tuesday that – as the nation observes National AMBER Alert Awareness Day – the 
Justice Department has partnered with Facebook and Bing to expand the reach of the 
AMBER Alert system. 

Facebook will begin sending alerts to its members in designated search areas and Bing 
will allow users to access AMBER Alerts through its online tools. 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-holder-announces-new-partnership-facebook-and-bing-
expand-reach-amber-alert 

January 13: Law enforcement apparently beats handcuffed man in video 

Latest UOF video to go viral.  Lt. Dan 

January 13, 2015: A video of a handcuffed man being kicked and punched by law 
enforcement officers is making the rounds on Facebook today, and has been since it 
was uploaded yesterday. The video was posted to the Facebook page of Emma Craig, a 
Detroit resident, and observers have guessed that the video was shot on the east side of 
Detroit. It's unclear who the law enforcement officers are. One commenter guessed that 
they were with the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement, or I.C.E., 
which have jurisdiction over Detroit thanks to rules saying they enjoy broad powers 
within 100 miles of any external boundary.   

Link to video: https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=589843441146681 

January 13: Louisiana State Police in line for 30 percent pay raise; Friday a 
key date for proposal 

January 13, 2015, The Advocate: “I know it’s not the best time, but when is the right 
time?” State Police Superintendent Michael Edmonson asked. The hike would bring 
State Police in line with what other law enforcement officers are paid and was approved 
before the price of oil dropped by $40 a barrel….. 

http://theadvocate.com/news/legislature/11320009-123/louisiana-state-police-in-line 

January 13: Officer stands trial in 95-year-old’s beanbag shooting death 

January 13, 2015, Wtop.com: MARKHAM, Ill. (AP) — A suburban Chicago police officer 
had better and safer options than to fire beanbags to subdue a confused, knife-wielding 
95-year-old World War II veteran, a prosecutor told the court Tuesday at the outset of 
the officer’s trial on a felony reckless conduct charge in the man’s death. 

http://wtop.com/national/2015/01/chicago-area-police-officer-to-stand-trial-in-bean-bag-death/ 
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January 13: Violent crime rose 14.3% in L.A.; officials vow action 

Janaury 12, 2015, LA Times: Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti said Monday he was 
disappointed to announce that violent crime rose for the first time in more than a decade, 
but vowed to work with police on strategies to make the city safer.. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/crime/la-me-0113-lapd-crime-stats-20150113-story.html 

January 13: Arrests and Summonses Rise in New York City, but Fall Short 
of Pre-Slowdown Levels 

January 12, 2015, NY Times: The shift could be seen across New York City. Orange 
parking tickets again fluttered on windshields; turnstile jumpers again faced a summons 
or arrest; and drivers encountered more traffic checkpoints. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/13/nyregion/police-arrests-rising-in-new-york-city-after-two-week-
slowdown.html?ref=nyregion&_r=1 

January 12: Albuquerque officers charged with murder in shooting of 
homeless man 

January 12, 2015, AP: Two Albuquerque police officers were charged with murder 
Monday in the shooting death of a knife-wielding homeless man that led to violent 
protests and brought new scrutiny to the police department amid a federal investigation. 

http://www.leoaffairs.com/featured/albuquerque-officers-charged-murder-shooting-homeless-man/ 

January 12: Los Angeles sees ‘significant’ increase in violent crime, LAPD 
says 

January 12, 2015, Daily News: The amount of violent crime reported in Los Angeles rose 
by double digits last year, officials said Monday, a spike that reverses an 11-year streak 
of falling crime numbers in the city. 

http://www.dailynews.com/general-news/20150112/los-angeles-sees-significant-increase-in-violent-crime-
lapd-says 

January 12, 2015, Losing marijuana business, Mexican cartels push heroin 
and meth 

January 11, 2015, Washington Post: SAN YSIDRO, Calif. — Mexican traffickers are 
sending a flood of cheap heroin and methamphetamine across the U.S. border, the 
latest drug seizure statistics show, in a new sign that America’s marijuana 
decriminalization trend is upending the North American narcotics trade. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/losing-marijuana-business-mexican-cartels-push-
heroin-and-meth/2015/01/11/91fe44ce-8532-11e4-abcf-5a3d7b3b20b8_story.html 
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January 12: 8 Ways American Policing Could Change This Year 

http://nextcity.org/daily/entry/police-technology-changes-2015 

January 12: Police Reviews in Deaths Scrutinized 

January 11, 2015, WSJ.com: Lawmakers in some states are moving to make 
investigations of police-involved killings more independent by requiring outside review or 
special prosecutors in such cases. The change follows nationwide protests…. 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/police-reviews-in-deaths-scrutinized-1421016273 

January 12: In Police Rift, Mayor de Blasio’s Missteps Included Thinking It 
Would Pass 

January 11, 2015, NY Times: Not long after Mayor Bill de Blasio sat beside the Rev. Al 
Sharpton at a July summit meeting on police reform, a political adviser gave the mayor a 
blunt assessment: You have a problem with the cops.  Rank-and-file officers felt 
disrespected by the mayor, the adviser explained….. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/12/nyregion/in-police-rift-mayor-de-blasios-missteps-included-thinking-it-
would-pass.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=second-column-region&region=top-
news&WT.nav=top-news&_r=3 

January 11: Aurora police propose rolling back reforms for minority hires 

January 11, 2015, Denver Post: Changes to diversify the Aurora Police Department's 
recruiting classes are not working, police officials say, so they want to roll back the 
reforms and return to tests that were discontinued after a federal investigation into the 
city's lack of minority police officers. 

Aurora eliminated some tests after the U.S. Department of Justice began a review of the 
police department in 2009 over its extremely low number of black and Latino officers 
compared with other departments similar in size. 

But as in 2009, the approximately 675-officer force continues to be 85 percent white — 
in a city that is 28 percent Latino and 16 percent black. 

"If the process hasn't improved, maybe we should bring back some of the testing in the 
past to make sure we have the quality applicants we are searching for," said Lt. Troy 
Edwards, who is spearheading the proposal. 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_27297749/aurora-police-propose-rolling-back-reforms-minority-hires 

January 11: DoJ hit after misusing funds for wrongly convicted persons 

January 11, 2015, Business World: In a 96-page report released on Friday, the 
Commission on Audit (CoA) scored the Department of Justice (DoJ) for failing to remit to 

http://nextcity.org/daily/entry/police-technology-changes-2015
http://www.wsj.com/articles/police-reviews-in-deaths-scrutinized-1421016273
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the National Treasury a P110.65-million unused balance from the Victims Compensation 
Fund in 2013, and instead using it for other purposes. 

http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Nation&title=doj-hit-after-misusing-funds-for-wrongly-
convicted-persons&id=100662 

January 11: Sheriff's Dept. higher-ups now appear to be targets in jails 
inquiry 

January 10, 2015, LA Times: Former Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca in 2011; a 
grand jury is now hearing testimony about the actions of Baca and Paul Tanaka, his top 
aide at the time, as they reacted to discovery of a cellphone provided to a county jail 
inmate by the FBI.  

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-sheriff-grand-jury-20150111-story.html 

January 11: ISIS repeats a threat; NYPD, other law enforcement on high 
alert 

January 11, 2015, (CNN) New York City Police Department officials and other law 
enforcement personnel across the United States were alerted to a new threat from ISIS 
after the terror group released a video message Saturday calling for its followers to "rise 
up." 

An ISIS spokesman, Abu Mohammed al Adnani, is seen saying that followers should 
"rise up and kill intelligence officers, police officers, soldiers, and civilians," specifically 
naming the United States, France, Australia and Canada as targets, according to a 
memo that CNN obtained.  

It's not the first time ISIS has made such a threat. 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/01/11/us/nypd-law-enforcement-isis-threat/ 

January 11: How a free Army helicopter cost Newark police more than $2M 

This is a good example of problems with some free military surplus.  Although it does not 
involve army surplus helicopters here is the link to a good audit done by the Phoenix City 
Auditor reference the PD air unit. Lt. Dan 
https://www.phoenix.gov/auditorsite/Documents/9%20Police%20Air%20Support%20Unit%20Review.pdf 

January 11, 2015, NJ.com: Newark's police helicopter, acquired for free as surplus 
military hardware, has been an expensive tool for the city, which has spent more than $2 
million to refurbish, maintain and operate the Vietnam-era aircraft. 

http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2015/01/how_a_free_army_helicopter_cost_newark_police_more_than_2
m.html 
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January 10: Judge: Rehire Cleveland officer fired after deadly chase 

January 9, 2015, CLEVELAND (AP) — A judge in Cleveland has upheld an arbitrator's 
decision that the city should rehire a police sergeant fired after a deadly 2012 chase that 
ended with officers killing two people in a barrage of gunfire. 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/national/judge-rehire-cleveland-officer-fired-after-deadly-
chase/article_ff9917e1-3262-57ba-b727-7e5fd73b8c3d.html 

January 10: Bratton Tells New York Police Officers It’s Time to Get Back to 
Work 

January 9, 2015, Seeking to end more than two weeks of a precipitous drop in police 
activity, Police Commissioner William J. Bratton said on Friday that he had instructed top 
commanders to do what they could to reverse the trend. 

The message, which was delivered to union leaders on Wednesday and to commanders 
over the next two days, was relayed to rank-and-file officers during roll calls on Friday… 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/10/nyregion/bratton-tells-new-york-police-officers-its-time-to-get-back-to-
work.html?_r=0 

January 10: Video: Md. man charged in dump truck attack on cops, footage 
released 

January 9, 2015, GLENARDEN, Md. — A man who intentionally crushed two Maryland 
police cruisers with a dump truck has been charged with attempted murder of police 
officers. 

WTOP reports 31-year-old Gene Thomas Brandon, Jr., who has a history of mental 
illness, was delusional at the time of the attack and believed his brother had been shot in 
Washington, D.C. 

http://www.policeone.com/Officer-Safety/articles/8103682-Video-Md-man-charged-in-dump-truck-attack-on-
cops-footage-released/ 

January 10: Dallas officer accused of sex assault found dead 

January 9, 2015, WFAA: LITTLE ELM — A Dallas officer who was arrested in December 
on a charge of sexual assault has been found dead inside his Denton County home, 
sources confirm. 

The sources say Senior Cpl. David Kattner's wife found him dead from an apparent self-
inflicted gunshot wound at their Little Elm home. He was scheduled to attend an internal 
affairs meeting Friday morning. 

http://www.wfaa.com/story/news/local/dallas-county/2015/01/09/dallas-police-david-kattner-officer-sexual-
assault-dead/21496315/ 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/national/judge-rehire-cleveland-officer-fired-after-deadly-chase/article_ff9917e1-3262-57ba-b727-7e5fd73b8c3d.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/national/judge-rehire-cleveland-officer-fired-after-deadly-chase/article_ff9917e1-3262-57ba-b727-7e5fd73b8c3d.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/10/nyregion/bratton-tells-new-york-police-officers-its-time-to-get-back-to-work.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/10/nyregion/bratton-tells-new-york-police-officers-its-time-to-get-back-to-work.html?_r=0
http://www.policeone.com/Officer-Safety/articles/8103682-Video-Md-man-charged-in-dump-truck-attack-on-cops-footage-released/
http://www.policeone.com/Officer-Safety/articles/8103682-Video-Md-man-charged-in-dump-truck-attack-on-cops-footage-released/
http://www.wfaa.com/story/news/local/dallas-county/2015/01/09/dallas-police-david-kattner-officer-sexual-assault-dead/21496315/
http://www.wfaa.com/story/news/local/dallas-county/2015/01/09/dallas-police-david-kattner-officer-sexual-assault-dead/21496315/


February 2015 Newsletter 
LD Consulting LLC 
Page 35 of 45 
 

January 9: Indianapolis to Grow Police Force  

January 8, 2015, Inside Indiana Business: Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard announced 
Thursday morning the city can add 115 officers to the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police 
Department in 2015. He says that is up from 90 due to "smart budgeting. "January 9: 
Patrol shift changes to revolutionize crime fight, Baltimore police say. 

http://www.insideindianabusiness.com/newsitem.asp?ID=68761 

January 9: Patrol shift changes to revolutionize crime fight, Baltimore 
police say 

January 9, 2015, Baltimore Sun: Baltimore police and city officials say a new police 
patrol schedule will put more officers on the streets at the most needed times, give 
officers more time off and cut overtime spending. 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-city/bs-md-ci-police-patrols-20150109-story.html 

January 9: Cop shot by fellow officer during undercover sting 

January 9, 2015: ALBUQUERQUE (KRQE) – An Albuquerque police officer has been 
shot by another officer in a busy area of town. According to Chief Gorden Eden they 
were both undercover. 

Chief Gorden Eden was emotional as he spoke about the shooting Friday. “Both officers 
involved were working in plain clothes and in an undercover capacity and both officers 
have been with the department for many years,” Chief Eden said. 

http://krqe.com/2015/01/09/police-respond-to-central-and-tramway/ 

January 9: Newark Police Department concludes body camera test  

January 9, 2015, Newark Post: As the national debate about police body cameras heats 
up, Newark has just concluded a year-long pilot program to test the devices. 

Officials quietly began experimenting with the technology in the summer of 2013 and 
started the formal test period last January – using its civilian parking enforcement 
officers (PEOs), rather than sworn police officers.  

The cameras will be evaluated, and officials will consider expanding the program. 

“We’re definitely looking into getting patrol officers equipped with body cameras,” said 
Cpl. James Spadola, a spokesman for the Newark Police Department. 

http://www.newarkpostonline.com/news/article_1e67f983-911e-5ca2-ada5-9113536a8d6c.html 
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January 9: Activist critical of police undergoes use of force scenarios 

January 9, 2015, FOX 10 asked Maupin what his biggest take-away from the exercise 
will be. "I didn't understand how important compliance was, but after going through this; 
yes my attitude has changed, this happens in 10-15 seconds. People need to comply for 
their own sake," 

http://www.fox10phoenix.com/story/27788056/2015/01/07/activist-critical-of-police-undergoes-use-of-force-
scenarios 

January 9: LAPD Chief Charlie Beck Meets With ‘Black Lives Matter’ Group 

January 9, 2015, CBS: LOS ANGELES (CBSLA.com) — Demonstrators vowed to 
continue protesting outside Los Angeles Police Department headquarters Friday, after 
police Chief Charlie Beck refused to meet their demand that he immediately fire two 
officers involved in the fatal shooting of 25-year-old Ezell Ford. 

As many as 100 members of the group, Black Lives Matter Los Angeles — a local 
chapter of a national coalition — have been gathering outside police headquarters since 
Dec. 30 in response to the release of autopsy results, showing Ford was shot once in 
the right side of his back, once in the right arm and once in the right abdomen. 

http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2015/01/09/lapd-chief-charlie-beck-to-meet-with-black-lives-matter-group/ 

January 9: When Morale Dips, Some Cops Walk The Beat — But Do The 
Minimum 

January 9, 2015, NPR: New York isn't the first city to see this kind of protest, in which 
officers do the minimum required. There are several names for it, too, such as 
"depolicing" and "rule-book protest." 

http://www.npr.org/2015/01/08/375914022/when-morale-dips-some-cops-walk-the-beat-but-do-the-minimum 

January 9: New York Police Commissioner Confirms Work Slowdown By 
Officers 

January 9, 2015, NPR: New York City Police Commissioner William Bratton confirmed 
there had been a work slowdown by officers in the weeks since two police officers were 
shot dead, but added that the matter was being corrected. 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2015/01/09/376174815/new-york-police-commissioner-confirms-work-
slowdown-by-officers 

January 8: Black Panther ‘Gun Club’ following, filming police in Texas 

January 8, 2015, LEO Affairs: In suburban Arlington, Texas, a group of police watchers 
have been seen armed with guns, following and filming police officers. The officers, thus 
far, have done nothing in response. 
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According to the Houston Chronicle, although Arlington police might see the cop-
watchers as an annoyance and bothersome, they do not seem to be afraid of the group. 

http://www.leoaffairs.com/news/black-panther-gun-club-following-filming-police-texas/ 

January 8: Detroit yearly rape totals vastly underreported 

January 8, 2015, Detroit News — Police officials on Tuesday reported there were 322 
sexual assaults in Detroit last year — but the actual number was more than five times 
that. According to police records reviewed by The Detroit News, there were 1,845 sexual 
assaults in the city. 

Behind the vastly different numbers are two factors: Detroit Police, like most 
departments, release statistics to the public using the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting 
method — 

http://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/wayne-county/2015/01/07/detroit-annual-rape-totals-
underreported/21425693/ 

January 8: Miami set to hand over police-shooting probes to FDLE  

January 8, 2015, As Miami nears an accord with the U.S. Department of Justice over a 
string of police-involved shootings in the past seven years, the city is set to hand over 
future investigations into shootings and in-custody deaths to the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement.  

The move, on the heels of a similar October agreement between the FDLE and Miami-
Dade police — among the largest police departments in the southeastern U.S. — would 
leave only a handful of agencies in Miami-Dade to investigate their own shootings. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/crime/article5550816.html 

January 7: Judge: Sheriff’s Facebook can stay offline 

January 7: SAN DIEGO — It looks as though the Sheriff’s Department’s 
Facebook page is gone for good. 

January 7, 2015, UT San Diego: The agency took the fan page down two months ago in 
response to a lawsuit accusing the department of violating free speech rights by 
removing unflattering comments.  

The lawsuit, filed by Oceanside gun-parts dealer Dimitrios Karras, asked a federal judge 
to order the Sheriff’s Department to restore the Facebook page, along with all of Karras’ 
deleted comments. 

http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2015/jan/07/sheriffs-facebook-karras-comment-ruling-injunction/ 
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January 7: Tucson AZ. Police Chief is retiring at the end of the year 

January 7, 2015, TUCSON (KGUN9-TV) -- Tucson Police Chief, Roberto Villasenor, is 
retiring at the end of the year and dozens of senior level officers are leaving the force as 
well. 

http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/The-Tucson-Police-Chief-is-retiring-at-the-end-of-the-year-287869201.html 

January 7: The St. Louis region is policed by 60 separate departments. Is it 
working? What does the ideal police department look like? What can be 
changed? 

January 7, 2015, St. Louis Today: The first of four town hall discussions was held 
Wednesday night in St. Louis to explore answers to these questions. The meetings are 
part of a study by Better Together and the Police Executive Research Forum, or PERF. 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/town-hall-meeting-in-st-louis-explores-policing-in-
region/article_da41d09d-c2d6-5991-a360-fa046f79fea1.html 

January 7: Portland's new chief of police Larry O'Dea sworn in  

January 2, 2015, Oregon Live: Portland's new city auditor Mary Hull Caballero swore in 
Larry O'Dea as the city's new police chief about 10 a.m. Friday.  O'Dea served as a 
reserve officer in Fairfax County, Va., and a reserve deputy sheriff in Clackamas County 
before joining Portland police in 1986. He was appointed as an assistant chief in 
November 2008. 

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2015/01/portlands_new_chief_of_police.html 

January 7: Foundation to pay off slain NYPD officers' mortgages 

January 7, 2015. NEW YORK — A foundation created to honor a firefighter killed on 
Sept. 11 has raised enough money to pay off the mortgages and make repairs on the 
homes of two slain New York Police Department officers, foundation executives 
announced Wednesday. 

http://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Tunnel-Towers-Foundation-Pay-Off-Slain-NYPD-Officers-
Mortgages-287811831.html 

January 7: 'Suicide by cop’: desperate act of a tormented soul 

January 7, 2015, SF Gate: As police shootings stir controversy around the country, the 
killing by two San Francisco sergeants of an apparently despondent man outside 
Mission Station represented a different kind of confrontation, officials said: one in which 
the officers’ unique position in society, and training in using deadly force, were exploited. 

http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Suicide-by-cop-desperate-act-of-a-tormented-5998064.php 

http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/The-Tucson-Police-Chief-is-retiring-at-the-end-of-the-year-287869201.html
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http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/town-hall-meeting-in-st-louis-explores-policing-in-region/article_da41d09d-c2d6-5991-a360-fa046f79fea1.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2015/01/portlands_new_chief_of_police.html
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Tunnel-Towers-Foundation-Pay-Off-Slain-NYPD-Officers-Mortgages-287811831.html
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Tunnel-Towers-Foundation-Pay-Off-Slain-NYPD-Officers-Mortgages-287811831.html
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January 6: L.A. County Sheriff Jim McDonnell looking to change jails 
staffing 

January 6, 2015, Daily News: With about a month on the job, Sheriff Jim McDonnell said 
this week he is actively looking at a plan that would reduce or eliminate the need for new 
deputies to work in the jails as a way to improve recruitment and reduce violence. 

http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20150106/la-county-sheriff-jim-mcdonnell-looking-to-
change-jails-staffing 

January 6: San Diego Board Overseeing Police Misconduct Cases Gets 
New Boss 

January 6, 2015, KPBS.org: The San Diego Citizens Review Board on Police Practices 
provides a second set of eyes on police misconduct cases, but it has operated for the 
past four years without a full-time director. 

That changed this month when the city named Sharmaine Moseley as the board's 
executive director. Moseley comes to San Diego from the citizen review board in Albany, 
New York. 

http://www.kpbs.org/news/2015/jan/06/san-diego-board-overseeing-police-misconduct-boss/ 

January 6: Arrest stats point to New York Police Department slowdown 

January 6, 2015, NEW YORK (AP) — Despite efforts by New York City officials to tout a 
dip in serious crime, another statistic is getting more attention — a steep decline in the 
number of arrests across all five boroughs in the two weeks since two police officers 
were shot dead in their patrol car. 

The totals suggest that a rumored work slowdown has taken hold amid discord between 
the rank and file and Mayor Bill de Blasio, and raise questions about what impact it could 
have on the city's crime rate. 

http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2015/jan/06/arrest-stats-point-to-new-york-police-department/ 

January 6: Elevator footage shows off-duty officer fumble gun before 
shooting self 

January 6, 2015, WCPO: CINCINNATI -- Elevator security camera footage released 
Monday shows a Northern Kentucky police officer fumbling with his work-issued firearm 
moments before shooting himself in the stomach. 

http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-county/cincinnati/over-the-rhine/erlanger-cop-darryl-jouett-
elevator-footage-off-duty-officer-fumble-with-gun-before-shooting-self-in-stomach 
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January 5: Portland police draft policy for dealing with mentally ill 

January 5, 2015, PORTLAND Statesman (AP) — Portland police have drafted a new 
policy for dealing with mentally ill people that says sometimes it's OK for an officer to 
walk away if a confrontation could jeopardize a suspect or other people. 

http://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/2015/01/05/portland-police-draft-policy-for-dealing-with-
mentally-ill/21295353/ 

January 5: Portland's contract to monitor police reforms will cost $315,000 
annually, records show 

January 5, 2015, Oregon Live: The city of Portland would pay $315,000 annually to a 
team of consultants hired to help monitor the Police Bureau's compliance with federal-
mandated reforms to bureau policies, training and oversight, under an ordinance that 
goes before the City Council on Wednesday. 

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2015/01/portland_contract_with_team_of.html 

January 4: Las Vegas police to assume constable duties 

January 2, 2014, 8 News: LAS VEGAS -- The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police 
Department will take over the operations of the Las Vegas Township Constable's Office 
starting Jan. 5. The move follows a vote by the Clark County Commission in March to 
abolish the office after numerous controversies. The Constable's Office will become part 
of Metro's Detention Services Division. 

http://www.8newsnow.com/story/27749820/las-vegas-police-to-assume-constable-duties 

January 4: Another Silent Protest of Mayor de Blasio as Officer Liu Is Laid 
to Rest 

January 4, 2015, NY Times: For the second time in just over a week, a river of pressed 
blue uniforms filled the streets of a New York City neighborhood on Sunday as law 
enforcement officers from across the country paid respects to a slain colleague. And for 
the second time, hundreds of those officers made a silent show of protest against Mayor 
Bill de Blasio. 

Almost as soon as he finished adjusting the microphone to his tall frame and began his 
eulogy for Officer Wenjian Liu, the protesting officers on the streets outside the funeral 
parlor, following the ceremony on screens and over loudspeakers, pivoted away from the 
building. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/05/nyregion/police-officers-gather-for-the-funeral-of-wenjian-liu-killed-in-an-
ambush.html?_r=0 
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January 4: More than 200 MPD officers resign amid benefit and pension 
changes 

January 2, 2014, MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Multiple Memphis police officers are handing 
in letters of resignation, citing recent decisions by city council to alter benefit and 
pension plans. According to Memphis Police Association President Michael Williams, 
close to 200 officers have resigned from the Memphis Police Department in the past 
year. 

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/27751302/more-than-200-mpd-officers-resign-amid-benefit-and-
pension-changes 

January 1: Arrest Statistics Decline Sharply; Police Unions Deny an 
Organized Slowdown 

December 31, 2014, NY Times: Arrests for crimes large and small, as well as tickets for 
minor infractions, are down drastically across the city. The department has not said 
whether it believes that officers are acting in concert — as a result of a specific job 
action — or whether the officers’ deaths produced a spontaneous response. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/01/nyregion/arrest-statistics-decline-sharply-police-unions-deny-an-
organized-slowdown.html 

January 1: For New York police commissioner, a delicate balancing act in a 
tense city 

January 1, 2015, Washington Post: William J. Bratton has often been the featured face 
of de Blasio’s administration since the shooting, emerging not only as a steadying 
presence in a nervous city but also as a respected national voice from the officers’ 
perspective on race and policing. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/for-new-york-police-chief-a-delicate-balancing-act-in-a-tense-
city/2015/01/01/e7c0d878-90ee-11e4-a900-9960214d4cd7_story.html?hpid=z5 

January 1: Albuquerque PD 5 months without a police shooting 

January 1, 2015, Albuquerque Journal: It’s been a violent half-decade for the 
Albuquerque Police Department – its officers have been involved in 41 shootings, 27 of 
them fatal, since 2010.  

But 2014 came to a close with the longest gap between police shootings in the past five 
years.  APD officers haven’t been in an officer-involved shooting since July 22, which is 
more than five months. Prior to this stretch, the longest the department went without a 
shooting since 2010 was about 3½ months, from mid-March to early July 2013. 

http://www.abqjournal.com/519864/news/apd-goes-5-months-without-a-shooting-2.html 
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Law Enforcement Misconduct  

January 29: Ex-Gadsden County Sheriff's Captain James Corder convicted 

January 29, 2015, Former Gadsden County Sheriff's Captain James Corder faces up to 
26 years in prison after he was found guilty in federal court Thursday of civil rights 
violations and other charges. 

Corder, 54, was found guilty of obstruction of justice, three counts of giving false 
statements in a federal investigation and deprivation of civil rights after a four-day trial 
over the disappearance of more than $1,700 during the arrest of burglary suspects, Billy 
and Amy Easterwood. 

http://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/2015/01/29/ex-gadsden-captain-convicted/22546663/ 

January 25: San Francisco police officer faces prison for unlawful searches 

January 23, 2015, San Francisco police officer could be sentenced to 10 years in federal 
prison in April after he was convicted of searching suspects' apartments without a 
warrant and falsifying documents to justify it later.. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-sfpd-illegal-search-seizures-20150123-story.html 

January 25: Former HPD officers indicted in ticket scandal   

January 23, 2015, Houston: Three former Houston police officers were indicted on felony 
charges Friday by a Harris County grand jury. The charges stem from an investigation 
into allegations the officers were falsifying traffic tickets in a bid to gain overtime pay. 

Specifically, the officers are accused of listing their fellow officers as witnesses during 
traffic stops when the officers were not actually present when the violation occurred. 
Being listed as a witnessing officer on a traffic citation means that officer could be called 
to testify in municipal court and would therefore earn overtime. 

http://www.click2houston.com/news/former-hpd-officers-indicted-in-ticket-scandal/30888798 

January 23: Police Officer in Fulton, New York, Sentenced for Assaulting a 
Man in His Custody 

Joseph Arigo, 47, a former sergeant with the Fulton Police Department in Fulton, New 
York, was sentenced today in federal court to 15 months in prison and three years 
probation for beating a handcuffed man inside the Fulton police station.  In September 
2014, Arigo pleaded guilty in federal court to one count of deprivation of rights under 
color of law. 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/police-officer-fulton-new-york-sentenced-assaulting-man-his-custody 
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January 22: SFPD launch investigation after cop allegedly tries to dump 
wheelchair-bound man into street VIDEO 

January 22, 2015, Mercury News: SAN FRANCISCO - Officials Wednesday said they 
have launched an investigation after two videos surfaced showing a San Francisco 
police officer appearing to try to dump a disabled man out of his wheelchair and into the 
street in the city's Sunnydale public housing complex over the weekend. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/crime-courts/ci_27370462/san-francisco-police-launch-investigation-after-cop-
allegedly 

January 21: Prescott Valley AZ. PD commander resigns; video shows 
alleged misconduct: VIDEO 

We posted this article a few days ago.  A video of the theft is now airing on local media, 
a sad story. Lt. Dan 

January 20, 2015, FOX: - A veteran police supervisor with the Prescott Valley Police 
Department resigned after he was caught allegedly stealing prescription drugs. 

Hidden camera video shows Commander Arthur Askew standing over a box full of 
prescription drugs, he then grabs some and puts them in his pocket. 

http://www.fox10phoenix.com/story/27897250/2015/01/20/prescott-valley-pd-commander-resigns-video-
shows-alleged-misconduct 

January 21: Former Rio Arriba County Sheriff Sentenced to 121 Months in 
Federal Prison for Criminal Civil Rights and Firearms Conviction  

January 21, 2015, DOJ: Thomas R. Rodella, 53, the former Rio Arriba County Sheriff, 
was sentenced today by U.S. District Court Judge James O. Browning for his conviction 
on criminal civil rights and firearms charges.  Rodella was sentenced to 37 months in 
federal prison for his deprivation of rights conviction and an additional seven years for 
brandishing a firearm while committing the civil rights offense, for an aggregate sentence 
of 121 months of imprisonment.  Rodella will be on supervised release for three years 
after completing his prison sentence.  Rodella also was ordered to pay a $200,000 fine 
U.S. Attorney Damon P. Martinez for the District of New Mexico announced. 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-rio-arriba-county-sheriff-sentenced-121-months-federal-prison-criminal-
civil-rights 

January 21: Judge sentences Ex-Nebraska deputy in staged shooting 

January 21, 2105, KMTV: FALLS CITY, Neb. (KMTV)- A judge sentenced an ex-sheriff's 
deputy to three years of probation after accidentally shooting himself and then trying to 
make it look like he'd been the victim of a crime. 

http://www.jrn.com/kmtv/news/Judge-sentences-Ex-Nebraska-deputy-in-staged-shooting-289278121.html 
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January 19: Prescott Valley AZ. police commander resigns amid 
investigation 

Another case involving the theft of drugs from a voluntary drug return program.  I cannot 
stress this enough, secure these drugs, from receipt to destruction!!! Lt. Dan 

Arthur Askew, a 20-year veteran of the department, resigned on Jan. 2, the same day he 
was placed on administrative leave with pay. His one-line resignation letter to the police 
chief read, "I am tendering my resignation from the Prescott Valley Police Department 
effective immediately."  

Askew was under investigation in the theft of prescription drugs from the department's 
evidence room, according to Sgt. Scott Stebbins, a spokesman with the department. The 
drugs had been voluntarily surrendered by people who wanted them safely destroyed, 
and they were stored in a special vault. 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2015/01/18/prescott-police-commander-
resigns/21980129/ 

January 13: L.A. County sheriff's deputies implicated in towing thefts, 
bribes 

January 12, 2015, LA Times: Three Los Angeles County sheriff's deputies were relieved 
of duty last week for allegedly accepting bribes from drivers and stealing items from 
towed vehicles in the Lynwood area, the Sheriff's Department announced Monday.. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-sheriffs-towing-20150112-story.html 

January 9: Affidavit: SAPD officer arrested for stealing pot, cash and a gun 

January 9, 2015, SAN ANTONIIO — A San Antonio Police Department officer was 
arrested Thursday night after allegedly stealing money, drugs and a gun from a man and 
woman while on duty last week. 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/Affidavit-SAPD-officer-arrested-for-stealing-6004227.php 

January 9: An Oklahoma City police officer accused of sexually assaulting 
women while on duty has been fired. 

January 9, 2015, New OK: Daniel Ken Holtzclaw, 28, awaits trial on 36 counts, including 
eight counts of rape. He is accused of sexually assaulting 13 women while on duty, most 
of them in neighborhoods on the city’s northeast side. 

http://newsok.com/update-oklahoma-city-police-officer-is-fired/article/5382849 
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January 6: Irvington NJ police captain arrested after trying to run down 
Newark councilman, authorities say 

January 6, 2015, NJ.COM: NEWARK — An Irvington police captain was arrested early 
this morning after allegedly trying to run over a city councilman with her car, according to 
authorities. 

http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2015/01/irvington_police_captain_arrested_after_trying_to_run_down_ne
wark_councilman_sources_say.html 

Due to the large number of cases we recommend the link below. We do not endorse the 
link or its views but have found it to be a good source of police misconduct information.   

http://www.policemisconduct.net/ 

Click here for upcoming courses:  

http://www.ldconsultingllc.com/schedule 

 

http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2015/01/irvington_police_captain_arrested_after_trying_to_run_down_newark_councilman_sources_say.html
http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2015/01/irvington_police_captain_arrested_after_trying_to_run_down_newark_councilman_sources_say.html
http://www.policemisconduct.net/
http://www.ldconsultingllc.com/schedule

