
 
 

March 2014, Newsletter: 
 

 
We have made a few changes to the newsletter. A category for technology has 
been added, to address the rapidly emerging technologies in law enforcement.  
All of which represent major challenges for budgets, inspection and audits.  With 
all technologies under consideration make sure to consider the administrative / 
support costs and compliance challenges before purchasing the “latest and 
greatest technology”.  Realize that many of these technologies are rapidly 
evolving and, when feasible, waiting may be beneficial for the next, “improved 
model”.  Agencies considering body cameras, first time or additional purchases, 
are San Diego, LAPD, Portland, Ft. Worth, Denver and others.  
 
This month the attention to officer use of force (UOF) has continued with a 
review and revision of US Border Patrol UOF polices.  The national trend of 
increased officer involved shootings is causing government officials to question 
UOF critical incidents involving their officers.  In their effort to address this issue 
many government officials are considering revising their policies and often 
increasing oversight.   
 
Las Vegas and Philadelphia have embraced the COPS model to address this 
issue.  Albuquerque NM is current under investigation by the US DOJ who has 
recently expanded their investigation to include a recent shooting of a man 
camping in the desert.   
 
In light of these current trends it would be in the best interest of agencies to 
evaluate their UOF and officer involved shooting incidents to identify issues 
BEFORE the issues are highlighted by external sources.  If you would like to be 
proactive in this area please contact me at dan@ldconsultingllc.com our staff has 
years of experience dealing with UOF issues / policies.  
 
The US DOJ COPS office this month initiated a review of the San Diego 
Police Department as a result of a number of sexual offenses and other 
disciplinary issues by SDPD officers.  The DOJ is also completing a concurrent 
criminal investigation into some of the allegations.   
 
March 13, the DOJ discontinues funding for the Problem Oriented Policing 
(POPS) project. 
 
March 19: LA Sheriff’s office gets an Inspector General who wants to eliminate 
oversight by PARC and the Office of Independent Review  
 

mailto:dan@ldconsultingllc.com
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March 29: NYPD gets the first inspector general, police unions say the position 
and office is redundant.  
 
March 7: If you agency uses “Stingray” be aware that the ACLU is looking into 
this technology.  
 
Some topics identified this month for compliance inspections:  

 March 21: Employee Driver’s license check and Triple I checks 

 March 21: Card and key access to facilities 

 March 29: Asset Forfeiture funds 
 
For all the articles from this month go to http://www.ldconsultingllc.com/news 
To stay up to date on law enforcement events related to inspections and auditing 
consider making this link one of your favorites, we update it daily.  
 
If you read related news events we have missed please e-mail me at 
Dan@ldconsultingllc.com and we can make sure we include them.  You can also 
leave a comment at the bottom of the news page. The newsletters are archived 
on the site for your convenience.  
 

Newsletter Categories: 
 Audit related 

 U.S. DOJ 

 Oversight 

 Technology 

 Special Interest 

 Misconduct 

 
Audit related: 
 

What Can Auditors Do About Data Breaches? 

March 1, 2014, Internal Auditor: In the wake of the Target incident, internal auditors 
should provide assurance that basic security measures are in place in their 
organization's commerce system. 
 
http://www.theiia.org/intAuditor/itaudit/2014-articles/what-can-auditors-do-about-data-
breaches/?spMailingID=8374214&spUserID=NjI1NDc4NzMwODMS1&spJobID=223635902&spReportId=Mj
IzNjM1OTAyS0 

 

Property Fraud Alleged: 

March 1, 2014, Internal Auditor: Fraud expert Art Stewart responds to real-life fraud 
cases — ripped from the media headlines — by sharing tips aimed at helping internal 
auditors navigate the massive fraud universe and deter would-be fraudsters. 

http://www.ldconsultingllc.com/news
mailto:Dan@ldconsultingllc.com
http://www.theiia.org/intAuditor/itaudit/2014-articles/what-can-auditors-do-about-data-breaches/?spMailingID=8374214&spUserID=NjI1NDc4NzMwODMS1&spJobID=223635902&spReportId=MjIzNjM1OTAyS0
http://www.theiia.org/intAuditor/itaudit/2014-articles/what-can-auditors-do-about-data-breaches/?spMailingID=8374214&spUserID=NjI1NDc4NzMwODMS1&spJobID=223635902&spReportId=MjIzNjM1OTAyS0
http://www.theiia.org/intAuditor/itaudit/2014-articles/what-can-auditors-do-about-data-breaches/?spMailingID=8374214&spUserID=NjI1NDc4NzMwODMS1&spJobID=223635902&spReportId=MjIzNjM1OTAyS0
http://www.theiia.org/intAuditor/fraud-findings/art-stewart-bio/
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http://www.theiia.org/intAuditor/fraud-
findings/?spMailingID=8374214&spUserID=NjI1NDc4NzMwODMS1&spJobID=223635902&spReportId=MjIz
NjM1OTAyS0 

 

March 4: Outside audit slams Hollywood Police Department over way it 
handles use-of-force cases 
 

March 4, Sun Sentinel: A damning audit of the Hollywood Police Department calls 
for sweeping changes to the way the agency handles incidents involving use of 
force, saying those cases have been significantly underreported. 

The audit, conducted by an outside consulting firm at the request of the police chief, 
includes 18 recommendations designed to bring transparency to the troubled 
agency. 

Chief Frank Fernandez promised to turn the department around after being named 
Hollywood's top cop in mid-August. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/hollywood/fl-hollywood-police-audit-20140304,0,2030517.story 
 

March 14: Police auditor to Fresno PD: Rethink pursuits of suspects on 
bicycles 

March 13, 2014, Fresno Bee: The Fresno Police Department needs to rethink how its 
officers pursue suspected criminals on bicycles. That’s among the recommendations by 
Police Auditor Rick Rasmussen in his 16-page report for the three-month period of 
October through December 2013. 

http://www.fresnobee.com/2014/03/13/3821348/police-auditor-to-pd-rethink-pursuits.html 

March 21: Audit finds that 19 Detroit Fire Department workers have invalid 
driver's licenses 
 
March 21, 2014, Detroit News: It’s always interesting to post misconduct regarding the 
fire department. The audit conducted by the City Risk Management Division found that 
of the 850 firefighters in Detroit 19 had invalid driver’s licenses.  
 
What are your internal controls on your employees driving history?  You may also think 
about doing a triple I on your employees as well.  There have been cases where officers 
get arrested in other jurisdictions and do not tell the arresting agency they are an officer 
and do not notify their agency.  I know that is hard to believe but I am speaking from 
personal experience, and I am not talking about an arrest involving me… You may want 
to consider including a driver’s license check as well as a triple I at the time of your 
annual performance evaluations.  And then audit those rating and confirm the checks 
were actually done. Lt. Dan.  
 

http://www.theiia.org/intAuditor/fraud-findings/?spMailingID=8374214&spUserID=NjI1NDc4NzMwODMS1&spJobID=223635902&spReportId=MjIzNjM1OTAyS0
http://www.theiia.org/intAuditor/fraud-findings/?spMailingID=8374214&spUserID=NjI1NDc4NzMwODMS1&spJobID=223635902&spReportId=MjIzNjM1OTAyS0
http://www.theiia.org/intAuditor/fraud-findings/?spMailingID=8374214&spUserID=NjI1NDc4NzMwODMS1&spJobID=223635902&spReportId=MjIzNjM1OTAyS0
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/crime-law-justice/law-enforcement/hollywood-police-department-ORGOV000093.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/hollywood/fl-hollywood-police-audit-20140304,0,2030517.story
http://www.fresnobee.com/2014/03/13/3821348/police-auditor-to-pd-rethink-pursuits.html
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http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140321/METRO01/303210106/Audit-19-Detroit-Fire-Department-
workers-invalid-driver-s-licenses 

March 21: Audit reveals former city employees were able to log into 
accounts after leaving the city. 

You may want to consider an audit of access cards or facility keys.  Does your agency 
have a policy in place, are cards/keys accounted for and documented per a policy.  This 
is a risk on several levels and a great area for a compliance audit. You may need to 
change some card access codes as well as re-key some locks. Lt. Dan 

March 20, 2014, 9News: DENVER - The City of Denver is getting a warning about who's 
able to access city buildings. An audit has found the city hasn't deactivated security 
cards for a hundred former employees. 

Denver Auditor Dennis Gallagher and his office found nearly a thousand cases where 
the city didn't deactivate access cards for former employees. In at least a hundred of 
those cases, those former workers had access to some sensitive data. 

http://www.9news.com/story/news/local/2014/03/20/denver-audit-improper-access-to-sensitive-
records/6674699/ 
 

March 27: Comcast held back more than $150,000 it should have paid to 
Pittsburgh 
 
Pittsburg City Controller’s audit identified the discrepancy.  Definitely a “value added” situation for 
the controller’s office.  Lt. Dan 

 
http://triblive.com/news/adminpage/5832746-74/cable-bureau-council#axzz2xArlfCp4 

 

March 27: DOJ Audit slams Kansas City MO. use of cold case money 

March 27, 2014, Fairfield Citizen: The U.S. Department of Justice released two audits 
Wednesday alleging that the city and county have spent, or plan to spend, more than 
$1.3 million in grant money to pursue cases that do not meet the criteria of three grants 
awarded since 2010. 

http://www.fairfieldcitizenonline.com/news/crime/article/Audit-slams-Kansas-City-use-of-cold-case-money-
5354131.php 

March 29: City Audits at San Antonio PD's Asset Seizure Funds 

Second article this month regarding asset forfeiture, in this case it looks like the Chief 
will now have his asset forfeiture money approved by City Council. Lt. Dan 

March 25, 2014, Fox 29: 2.6 million dollars, is what the San Antonio Police Department 
picked up from criminals last year in asset seizures.  Chief William McManus asked the 
City of San Antonio to audit those funds.  

http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140321/METRO01/303210106/Audit-19-Detroit-Fire-Department-workers-invalid-driver-s-licenses
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140321/METRO01/303210106/Audit-19-Detroit-Fire-Department-workers-invalid-driver-s-licenses
http://www.9news.com/story/news/local/2014/03/20/denver-audit-improper-access-to-sensitive-records/6674699/
http://www.9news.com/story/news/local/2014/03/20/denver-audit-improper-access-to-sensitive-records/6674699/
http://triblive.com/news/adminpage/5832746-74/cable-bureau-council#axzz2xArlfCp4
http://www.fairfieldcitizenonline.com/news/crime/article/Audit-slams-Kansas-City-use-of-cold-case-money-5354131.php
http://www.fairfieldcitizenonline.com/news/crime/article/Audit-slams-Kansas-City-use-of-cold-case-money-5354131.php
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On Tuesday the audit results were shared with council members on the city's audit 
committee. City Auditors say there were no major problems with the way the funds were 
being seized and spent.  Except for two issues. 

 One, money seized was being commingled. More than 2 million dollars of the 2.6 
million seized were commingled not following state or federal laws.  

 The second issue $200,000 were used to pay for fringe benefits like health 
insurance for officers which was not allowed by federal guidelines. 

Now council members who sit on the committee want the common council to have 
oversight during the budget process this coming year.  According to state and federal 
laws the main purpose of asset seizure funds is to equip and train officers out on the 
streets fighting crime.   

Chief McManus said it was a good idea to involve council on making these decisions.  
Something City Manager Sheryl Sculley agreed to for this year's budget discussions. 

http://www.foxsanantonio.com/news/features/top-stories/stories/city-audits-at-sapds-asset-seizure-funds-
2653.shtml#.UzfILsJOVjo 

U.S. Department of Justice  
 

Federal judge submits 13 questions on pending settlement between 
Department of Justice and Portland on police reforms 

March 1, 2014, Oregonian: U.S. District Court Judge Michael H. Simon has submitted 13 
questions on the pending settlement agreement between the U.S. Department of Justice 
and the city of Portland regarding a package of police reforms. 

Many of the judge's questions directly stem from community concerns raised last month 
during a day-and-a-half hearing before Simon.  

Simon has raised questions about the controversial Police Bureau practice of allowing 
officers who use deadly force to wait 48 hours before they're questioned by a 
detective;  the reasonableness of a 21-day deadline set for appeals to be heard before 
the city's Citizen Review Committee; and the lack of a new crisis treatment drop-off or 
walk-in center.  

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/03/federal_judge_submits_13_quest.html 

Seattle Police Adopt New Crisis Intervention Policy 

March 3, 2014, NPR: A new policy for the Seattle Police Department aims to change 
how officers handle crisis situations with people who are mentally ill or under the 
influence. The crisis intervention policy, which takes effect Monday, is part of the city’s 
federally-mandated police reforms. A key component calls for officers to de-escalate a 
situation whenever feasible, in line with standard law enforcement practices. 

http://www.foxsanantonio.com/news/features/top-stories/stories/city-audits-at-sapds-asset-seizure-funds-2653.shtml#.UzfILsJOVjo
http://www.foxsanantonio.com/news/features/top-stories/stories/city-audits-at-sapds-asset-seizure-funds-2653.shtml#.UzfILsJOVjo
http://media.oregonlive.com/portland_impact/other/judgesimonquestions.pdf
http://media.oregonlive.com/portland_impact/other/judgesimonquestions.pdf
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/02/community_members_highlight_ga.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/02/community_members_highlight_ga.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/03/federal_judge_submits_13_quest.html
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http://kuow.org/post/seattle-police-adopt-new-crisis-intervention-policy 
 

March 4: Portland auditor's Independent Police Review will examine 
relationship between cops and hip-hop events 

March 4, 2104, Oregonian: The relationship between Portland Police and local rappers 
will come under review, the city announced Tuesday.  

The Portland auditor’s Independent Police Review division will review the Portland 
Police Bureau’s policies and procedures that relate to its interactions with hip-hop music 
events and venues.   

Police review staff members will interview community members, people in the music 
industry, and police officers. After those interviews, the division will release a report. The 
move comes after police presence cut a Saturday night rap show short at The Blue 
Monk. More than dozen officers attended the show, citing capacity concerns. 

But local rappers and hip-hop fans say cops regularly patrol their shows. Racial bias -- 
not capacity concerns -- drove Saturday’s police presence, they said.  

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/03/portland_auditors_indepenent_p.html 

 

March 5: DOJ asks for meeting with Missoula County commissioners 
 
This has been going on for over two years, the County Attorney maintains that the Feds 
do not have legal jurisdiction over a county prosecutor’s office.  Lt. Dan 
 
March 5, KPAX news: MISSOULA - The Department of Justice is asking to meet with 
Missoula County commissioners in hopes of ironing out some agreement for making 
"reforms" in the way the county handles sexual assault cases. 

The letter, sent to commissioners late last week, is the latest wrinkle in the on-going fight 
between the county and DOJ over the investigation into rapes in Missoula, including the 
University of Montana that was launched nearly two years ago. 

The stalemate has intensified since December, with the county rejecting a proposed 
settlement from Michael Cotter, U.S. Attorney for the District of Montana. That rejection 
came on the recommendation of County Attorney Fred Van Valkenburg, who maintains 
the Feds don't have legal jurisdiction over a county prosecutor's office. 

http://www.kpax.com/news/department-of-justice-asks-for-meeting-with-missoula-county-commissioners/ 

March 12: Federal justice lawyers argue settlement agreement with 
Portland police should be approved without amendments 

For anyone who is still watching the situation in Portland.  Hopefully they will get it 
wrapped up soon, so we can all move on.  Lt. Dan 

http://kuow.org/post/seattle-police-adopt-new-crisis-intervention-policy
http://www.portlandonline.com/Auditor/Index.cfm?c=26646
http://thebluemonk.com/wordpress/
http://thebluemonk.com/wordpress/
http://www.kpax.com/news/department-of-justice-asks-for-meeting-with-missoula-county-commissioners/
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March 11, 2014, The Oregonian: Attorneys for the U.S. Department of Justice are urging 
a federal judge to approve -- as it stands with no amendments -- the pending settlement 
agreement reached with the city of Portland on a package of police reforms. 

The court doesn't need to conclude that the settlement represents "the optimal outcome 
for all parties,'' but that it's "fair, adequate and reasonable'' in resolving federal findings 
that Portland police used excessive force against people with mental illness, according 
to the federal government's post-hearing brief filed Tuesday in U.S. District Court. 

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/03/federal_justice_lawyers_argue.html 

Center for Problem-Oriented Policing (POPS) as it loses COPS funding 

March 13, 2014, Madison News: The future of the influential UW-Madison-based Center 

for Problem-Oriented Policing is in doubt after federal officials pulled funding after 13 

years. 

The center's director and founder, Mike Scott, said the decision by the Office of 

Community Oriented Policing Services, an arm of the U.S. Department of Justice, came 

as a surprise. 

Scott said federal officials gave him a number of reasons for the funding cut, "which led 

me to believe that whatever it is, it’s something other than what they’ve told us." 

But he said he thinks new leadership at the COPS program is the issue. "We were 

central to what they were doing and very suddenly, with one or two new people coming 

into the organization, they saw it differently," he said. 

Scott, a former police chief, police management consultant and Harvard-trained lawyer, 

was splitting his time as director of the center and as a law professor. His agreement 

with the university included paying half his $99,000 salary with the federal funding. So 

the funding cut also ended his employment at the UW. He's currently one of six 

candidates vying for the job of Madison police chief. 

The POPS website continues to operate and their publication are still used by the DOJ.  

http://host.madison.com/news/local/writers/steven_elbow/future-bleak-for-influential-uw-based-center-for-
problem-oriented/article_ee47434d-4def-58fd-893f-26cf5accec63.html 
 

March 13: City of Portland wants to “own” police reforms and limit federal 
court intervention 

March 12, 2014, The Oregonian: The City joined with federal prosecutors and the 
Portland Police Association in trying to convince U.S. District Court Judge Michael H. 
Simon that the negotiated settlement agreement is fair and reasonable and does not 
require amendments, despite extensive community testimony last month that the 
reforms don't go far enough. The agreement stems from a federal investigation that in 

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/03/federal_justice_lawyers_argue.html
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/
http://host.madison.com/news/local/writers/steven_elbow/future-bleak-for-influential-uw-based-center-for-problem-oriented/article_ee47434d-4def-58fd-893f-26cf5accec63.html
http://host.madison.com/news/local/writers/steven_elbow/future-bleak-for-influential-uw-based-center-for-problem-oriented/article_ee47434d-4def-58fd-893f-26cf5accec63.html
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2012 found Portland police engaged in excessive force against people with mental 
illness. 

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/03/city_of_portland_wants_to_own.html 
 

March 16: FBI won't run pot background checks on potential Marijuana 
dealersMarch 16, 2014, Philly.com: OLYMPIA, Wash. - The FBI is refusing to run 

background checks on people who want to get into the marijuana business in 
Washington state, regulators said on Friday, in a move that could complicate efforts to 
keep hardened criminals out of the nascent industry. Washington state and Colorado in 
2012 became the first states to legalize the recreational use of marijuana, though it 
remains illegal under federal law. The FBI, which does run background checks on 
Colorado's marijuana business applicants, declined to say why it will not do the same for 
Washington state.  
 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20140316_FBI_won_t_run_pot_background_checks.html 

 
March 16: Group Violence Intervention: An Implementation Guide 

COPS Publication: Abstract:  The National Network for Safe Communities' Group 
Violence Intervention (GVI) has repeatedly demonstrated that serious violence can be 
reduced when law enforcement, community members, and social service providers join 
together to engage directly with violent street. This publication provides comprehensive 
guidance on how to implement GVI step by step, discussing the role and responsibilities 
of the core representatives in law enforcement, the community, and social services. It 
explains the logic and basics of the strategy before taking the reader through the initial 
planning stages, design, and execution of all key strategy elements, such as problem 
analysis and the call-in. This guide also includes methods to maintain program integrity 
and ensure sustainability.  
 
http://ric-zai-inc.com/ric.php?page=detail&id=COPS-P280 

 

March 18: US OIG audit of COPS hiring program, Tulsa PD 
 
March 2014, US OIG Report # GR-60-14-005: COPS grant to retain 18 sworn officers. 
The audit did not disclose any noncompliance with regard to supplanting, retention, or 
community policing.  

 However, the audit found the following issues: 

 Discrepancies in the financial information reported in the CHRP application and 
supporting documents were not maintained for all information submitted 

 $248,226, in dollar-related findings, which included $139,732 in funds to better 
use $108,494 in questions costs related to deficiencies in the City of Tulsa’s 
grant management.  

 The Progress Reports, and Recovery Act Reports reviewed were submitted in a 
timely manner , However , we identified discrepancies with the number of full-
time equivalent positions reported in the Recovery Act Reports reviewed and 
determined that the City of  Tulsa did not use a consistent methodology for 
calculating floating holiday hours within their full-time equivalent computations  

http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/03/city_of_portland_wants_to_own.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20140316_FBI_won_t_run_pot_background_checks.html
http://ric-zai-inc.com/ric.php?page=detail&id=COPS-P280
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 The FFRs reviewed were submitted in a timely manner; however, we found that 
grant expenditures reported by Tulsa on each FFR submitted were inaccurate 

 

http://www.justice.gov/oig/reports/2014/g6014005.pdf 

 
March 21: Justice Department to review San Diego Police Dept.; 

March 21, 2014, UT San Diego: SAN DIEGO (AP) — The Justice Department says it will 
conduct an independent review of the San Diego Police department as it faces officer-
misconduct allegations. 

The federal department announced Friday its office of Community Oriented Policing 
Services will conduct a thorough assessment of the department. 

Details of the review will be revealed at a news conference on Monday. 

http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2014/mar/21/justice-dept-to-review-san-diego-police-department/ 
 

March 23: FBI cleared in shooting of Boston Bomber Suspect in Florida 

Interesting article and comments by Dr. Sam Walker regarding FBI involved shootings.  
We posted stats in a previous newsletter regarding the fact that in 150 FBI involved 
shootings no agent has been charged criminally.  Dr. Walker has some interesting 
observations on this below. Lt. Dan 

March 22, 2014, AP: WASHINGTON — A Florida prosecutor has cleared an FBI agent 
of any criminal wrongdoing in the fatal shooting of a Chechen man as he was being 
questioned about a Boston Marathon bombing suspect, two law enforcement officials 
with knowledge of the investigation said Friday. 

The officials, speaking on condition of anonymity Friday because they weren't authorized 
to speak publicly about the case, said State Attorney Jeff Ashton won't bring charges 
against the agent who shot Ibragim Todashev, a 27-year-old mixed martial arts fighter. 

The circumstances surrounding Todashev's death have remained mysterious: Officials 
initially said the man had lunged at an agent with a knife while FBI agents and 
Massachusetts state troopers were questioning him about his friendship with suspected 
Boston Marathon bomber Tamerlan Tsarnaev.  Later, they said it was no longer clear 
what happened.  Shootings by FBI agents are almost never deemed unjustified, and the 
internal investigations into those shootings are typically not reviewed by outside 
agencies, said Samuel Walker, a criminal justice professor at the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha who specializes in police accountability and use of force. Walker pointed to 
FBI documents obtained by The New York Times under a Freedom of Information Act 
request last year showing that no FBI agents were found at fault in about 150 shootings 
between 1993 and 2011. 

Most major police departments have several layers of review of officer shootings to 
improve tactics, training and policies, Walker said.  "It is my opinion that the FBI is still an 
insular organization. It's not part of the municipal police. There has been some real 

http://www.justice.gov/oig/reports/2014/g6014005.pdf
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2014/mar/21/justice-dept-to-review-san-diego-police-department/
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progress there in terms of post-incident review in shootings. That's what doesn't happen 
with the FBI, and that's what I think needs to happen," he said. "The FBI is not a part of 
that world. They think they're better, they are above that." 

It's also very rare for any law enforcement officer to be charged with a crime in the 
shooting of a suspect, Walker added.  "The standard is so high in terms of proving 
criminal intent," he said. 

http://www.policeone.com/federal-law-enforcement/articles/6999783-FBI-agent-cleared-Fla-shooting-of-
man-tied-to-Boston-bombers/ 
 

March 24: San Diego City Officials welcome feds review of Police and 
includes criminal investigation 
 

This assessment will be conducted and FUNDED by the DOJ.  This will be a cost 
savings for the SDPD.  If the assessment is structured similar to the use of force 
assessments done by the COPS office the recommendations will be non-binding. SDPD 
was considering an independent organizational assessment.  Lt. Dan  

SAN DIEGO — The U.S. Department of Justice has agreed to review the management 
practices of the San Diego Police Department with a goal of helping the department 
avoid officer misconduct and restore its reputation as an “innovative, progressive, trusted 
force,” officials announced Monday. 

The audit comes amid recent allegations that two officers assaulted women while on 
duty. In the last four years there have been about 15 cases of misconduct of various 
kinds among the department’s 1,856 officers, officials said. 

The review  will take six to eight months to complete and include periodic reports to the 
public and recommendations to the department about better ways to spot problem 
officers. 

The review was requested by Mayor Kevin Faulconer, Police Chief Shelley Zimmerman, 
City Atty. Jan Goldsmith, and former chief Bill Lansdowne. 

Separately, a “case specific” criminal investigation by the U.S. attorney and FBI will 
focus on whether other officers have been guilty of misconduct. “Every rock should be 
turned over,” Goldsmith said. 

Zimmerman, a 30-year veteran of the department who was named chief three weeks 
ago, said she is “not going to tolerate this misconduct and betrayal of our badge and 
profession.” 

The review will be conducted by the DOJ’s Office of Community Oriented Policing 
Services, headed by Ron Davis, former police chief in East Palo Alto and a 20-year 
veteran of the Oakland department. 

The audit will include a review of the recruitment, training, supervision and Internal 
Affairs practices of the department, as well as interviews with officers, citizens of San 
Diego and others,  Davis said. 

http://www.policeone.com/federal-law-enforcement/articles/6999783-FBI-agent-cleared-Fla-shooting-of-man-tied-to-Boston-bombers/
http://www.policeone.com/federal-law-enforcement/articles/6999783-FBI-agent-cleared-Fla-shooting-of-man-tied-to-Boston-bombers/
http://www.latimes.com/topic/crime-law-justice/u.s.-department-of-justice-ORGOV0000160.topic
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-san-diego-police-officer-expose-20140219,0,3828648.story#axzz2wv7PS1s8
http://www.latimes.com/topic/politics/government/kevin-faulconer-PEPLT0009125.topic
http://www.latimes.com/topic/crime-law-justice/fbi-ORGOV000008.topic
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http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-san-diego-police-review-
20140324,0,6235188.story#axzz2wwUn711Q 
 
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2014/mar/24/sdpd-police-justice-audit-misconduct/ 
 

March 24: Federal Judge wants to maintain oversight on DOJ reforms 
 
March 24, 2014, Oregonian: A federal judge Monday said he's unlikely to approve the 
negotiated settlement between the U.S. Department of Justice and the city of Portland 
on a package of police reforms unless he could maintain oversight and hold at least 
annual hearings on the progress of police compliance. 

 
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/03/federal_judge_wants_to_maintai.html 

 

March 27: DOJ to meet with groups after recent Albuquerque shooting of 
homeless man 

Several Albuquerque groups are demanding a private investigation into an officer-
involved shooting in the Sandia foothills. 

http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S3376192.shtml?cat=504 

March 29: FBI investigating police shooting of camper 

We covered this shooting earlier this month and as a follow up the FBI is investigating 
the shooting after public outcry over the shooting.  The PD was proactive in this case 
releasing the video and the Chief stated he felt it was a good shooting.  The Mayor later 
publicly disagreed with the Chief. Lt. Dan 

March 28, 2014, Times Free Press: ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — The FBI has opened an 
investigation into the recent police shooting of a homeless camper as he appeared to be 
surrendering, officials said Friday. 

It is the first confirmed criminal investigation of Albuquerque police by federal officials, 
who more than a year ago launched a civil rights probe of the department over 
allegations of excessive force and a spike in police shootings. Since 2010, police have 
been involved in 37 shootings, 23 of them fatal. 

In a rare statement about its actions, the FBI said it will investigate the fatal March 16 
shooting to "assure the public that a thorough and fair investigation will be conducted." 
The FBI generally declines to confirm or deny ongoing probes. 

http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2014/mar/28/fbi-investigating-police-shooting-camper/ 

  

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-san-diego-police-review-20140324,0,6235188.story#axzz2wwUn711Q
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-san-diego-police-review-20140324,0,6235188.story#axzz2wwUn711Q
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2014/mar/24/sdpd-police-justice-audit-misconduct/
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/03/federal_judge_wants_to_maintai.html
http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S3376192.shtml?cat=504
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2014/mar/28/fbi-investigating-police-shooting-camper/
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March 29: DOJ Rolls Out Transgender Sensitivity Training for Police 

March 28, 2014, (CNSNews.com) - Following several years of "constructive dialog" with 
the LGBT community, the U.S. Justice Department is now training law enforcement 
officers on how to better understand and help the "transgender community." 

"It’s clear that such  training is as necessary as it is overdue," Associate Attorney 
General Tony West told a gathering at the Justice Department on Thursday, as DOJ's 
Community Relations Service kicked off its new "transgender law enforcement cultural 
professionalism training." 

http://cnsnews.com/news/article/susan-jones/doj-rolls-out-transgender-sensitivity-training-police 

Oversight 

Task Force recommends Albuquerque PD needs new police oversight 
agency  
 
Feb 4, Albuquerque News: The city of Albuquerque should establish a new police 
oversight agency with more independence, more authority, and its own source of funding 
and staff, according to a 220-page report submitted Monday to city councilors. 
 
http://www.abqjournal.com/347555/news/report-abq-needs-new-police-oversight-agency.html 

March 7: Inspector General Max Huntsman wants more interaction between 
public, Sheriff’s Department 

March 5, 2014, Daily News: LOS ANGELES — As he settles into his new job, Los 
Angeles Sheriff's Department Inspector General Max Huntsman said Wednesday that 
one of his key goals is to provide more chances for the public to provide feedback and 
air grievances about the highly-criticized agency. 

Huntsman was hired in December to provide new oversight to the LASD following 
several years of investigations into deputy corruption in the jail system. The former 
district attorney's prosecutor is still hiring — right now his staff is himself and a secretary 
on loan from the DA's Office — and ultimately hopes to have some 30 people working 
for him, including lawyers, retired law enforcement officers and accountants. 

http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140305/inspector-general-max-huntsman-wants-
more-interaction-between-public-sheriffs-department 

March 16: Federal lawsuit against Maricopa County AZ. SO still active 

March 1, 2014, AZ Central: A federal judge's decision to appoint a monitor to 
review the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office operations did not end the agency's 
legal troubles related to allegations of racial profiling. 

The ruling from U.S. District Judge Murray Snow resolved the American Civil 
Liberties Union's lawsuit against the agency, which largely focused on sheriff's 

http://cnsnews.com/news/article/susan-jones/doj-rolls-out-transgender-sensitivity-training-police
http://www.abqjournal.com/347555/news/report-abq-needs-new-police-oversight-agency.html
http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140305/inspector-general-max-huntsman-wants-more-interaction-between-public-sheriffs-department
http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140305/inspector-general-max-huntsman-wants-more-interaction-between-public-sheriffs-department
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patrols and traffic stops. But a separate discrimination lawsuit from the U.S. 
Department of Justice continues to make its way through the court system. 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/2014/03/16/mcso-lawsuit-federal-still-active/6482673/ 

March 16: Report of the Denver Office of Independent Monitor for 2013 
 
Report for the Denver Police Department and Sheriff’s Dept.  
Categories in report:  

 Complaints filed in 2013 

 Most common complaint specs 

 Patterns in Outcomes in Community Complaints 

 Significant disciplinary cases closed in 2013 

 Mediation 

 Timeliness 

 Complainant demographics and filing patterns 

 Commendations and awards 

 Critical Incidents  
o Officer involved shootings 
o In custody deaths 

 
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/374/documents/2013_Annual_Report_FINAL_3-11-12.pdf 
 

March 16: Hundreds of Justice Department Attorneys violated professional 
rules, laws, or ethical standards 

March 13, 2014, Project on government oversight: An internal affairs office at the Justice 
Department has found that, over the last decade, hundreds of federal prosecutors and 
other Justice employees violated rules, laws, or ethical standards governing their work. 

The violations include instances in which employees, misled courts, withheld evidence 
that could have helped defendants, abused prosecutorial and investigative power, and 
violated constitutional rights. 

From fiscal year 2002 through fiscal year 2013, the Justice Department’s Office of 
Professional Responsibility (OPR) documented more than 650 infractions, according to a 
Project On Government Oversight review of data obtained through the Freedom of 
Information Act and from OPR reports. 

In the majority of the matters—more than 400—OPR categorized the violations as being 
at the more severe end of the scale: recklessness or intentional misconduct, as distinct 
from error or poor judgment. 

http://www.pogo.org/our-work/reports/2014/hundreds-of-justice-attorneys-violated-standards.html 
 

  

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/2014/03/16/mcso-lawsuit-federal-still-active/6482673/
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/374/documents/2013_Annual_Report_FINAL_3-11-12.pdf
http://www.pogo.org/our-work/reports/2014/hundreds-of-justice-attorneys-violated-standards.html
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March 19: LA Sheriff’s Department want to end LA County contracts with 
Office of Independent Review, Special Counsel Merrik Bobb 
 
This raises some questions regarding the effectiveness of external oversight in the 
LASD and possibly law enforcement in general.  LASD’s had oversight since 1993 with 
Bobb and 2001 with the OIR.  In spite of that they have continued to have a number of 
critical issues recently. Is Huntsman calling for their elimination to expand his new office 
or has the current oversight really been ineffective.  The amount of resources expended 
on oversight is phenomenal and the results in many cases are difficult to measure.   
Oakland is a classic example of the many challenges of oversight. Lt. Dan    
 
In 1993 the county board of supervisors appointed Bobb and his group at PARC to 
ensure the LASD acted on reforms recommended by the Kolts Commission and to 
recommend other improvements. Max Huntsman, the newly appointed Inspector 
General for the Sherriff’s office wants to replace PARC staff as well as the Office of 
Independent Review (OIR) with his, still be hired, staff.   
 
Huntsman feels the current oversight is ineffective and has limited effectiveness in 
reporting information to the public and the board, as they have become to entrenched in 
the organization.  The OIR does not agree. 
 
http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140318/inspector-general-end-la-county-contracts-
with-office-of-independent-review-special-counsel-merrick-bobb 
 

March 21: Springfield Mass. Community Police Hearing Board Report  

This report is from 2012 but is provided for insight into some typical recommendations 
and report format for oversight groups. In addition to providing numbers and 
percentages on complaints, the report also includes a few recommendations, including:  

 More community meetings by the police and by the hearing board to publicize 
procedures for reporting police misconduct.  

 More police training to address the many complaints of “rudeness” by officers.  
 The installation of video cameras in police cruisers, in order to protect the public 

from police misconduct and to protect the police from unfounded allegations.  

http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2012/05/community_police_hearing_board.html 
 

March 21: San Diego PD testing on body cameras 
 
Looks like San Diego is going to get into the body camera arena. Eventually I think just 
about every agency will have on body cameras. Lt. Dan 
 
March 19, 2014, Fox9: SAN DIEGO — Police patrolling San Diego’s inner city will be the 
first in the department equipped with cameras that record their interactions with the 
public, Chief Shelley Zimmerman said Wednesday. 

http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140318/inspector-general-end-la-county-contracts-with-office-of-independent-review-special-counsel-merrick-bobb
http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140318/inspector-general-end-la-county-contracts-with-office-of-independent-review-special-counsel-merrick-bobb
http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2012/05/community_police_hearing_board.html
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Chest-mounted cameras are being tested on 10 officers now in the Central Division in 
the downtown area, and shoulder-worn cameras will undergo trials soon, Zimmerman 
told members of the City Council’s Public Safety and Livable Neighborhoods Committee. 

http://fox5sandiego.com/2014/03/19/san-diego-police-department-testing-body-cameras/#axzz2wfHaA8p2 

March 25, Judge scolds Sheriff Joe’s aides for mischaracterizing findings 
in racial profiling case 

PHOENIX — A federal judge presiding over a racial profiling case against an Arizona 
sheriff's office chided the sheriff and his top aide on Monday for mischaracterizing his 
findings, telling them he's unimpressed by what he called their apparent "double 
dealing." 

U.S. District Judge Murray Snow said he was disappointed with the inaccurate 
statements that Chief Deputy Jerry Sheridan, the top aide for Maricopa County Sheriff 
Joe Arpaio, made about the case during an October training session with rank-and-file 
deputies. 

http://www.greenfieldreporter.com/view/story/e09d9af6bc5340bf81aeecec099a1840/US--Arizona-Sheriff-
Racial-Profiling 
 

March 29: NYPD gets first inspector general — Washingtonian Philip Eure — as some 
cops react warily 

The New York City Council created his new post despite pushback from police unions 
claiming redundancy with the department’s internal affairs unit. Lt. Dan 

March 28, 2014, NY Daily News: New York City on Friday appointed out-of-towner Philip 
Eure as its first inspector general for the NYPD.  Eure, whose job will be to oversee the 
nation’s biggest police force, says he’s up for the challenge. “Leading the first inspector 
general office of the NYPD is an incredible opportunity to work with the premier police 
department [that] is globally recognized in one of the greatest cities in the world,” said 
Eure, 52, who starts May 27. 

Eure, currently head of the District of Columbia Office of Police Complaints, insisted his 
office would not duplicate the work of the NYPD’s internal affairs unit or the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board as some critics have claimed. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/philip-eure-picked-nyc-inspector-general-nypd-article-1.1737785 

Coalition wants to resurrect citizen review board for Memphis police  

March 31, 2014, The Commercial Appeal: A coalition of Memphis activists is determined 
to persuade city leadership to re-establish the Citizen Law Enforcement Review Board to 
investigate allegations of misconduct by Memphis police. 

http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2014/mar/31/coalition-wants-to-resurrect-citizen-review-to/ 

http://fox5sandiego.com/2014/03/19/san-diego-police-department-testing-body-cameras/#axzz2wfHaA8p2
http://www.greenfieldreporter.com/view/story/e09d9af6bc5340bf81aeecec099a1840/US--Arizona-Sheriff-Racial-Profiling
http://www.greenfieldreporter.com/view/story/e09d9af6bc5340bf81aeecec099a1840/US--Arizona-Sheriff-Racial-Profiling
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/philip-eure-picked-nyc-inspector-general-nypd-article-1.1737785
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2014/mar/31/coalition-wants-to-resurrect-citizen-review-to/
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Technology  

As Police Monitor Social Media, Legal Lines Become Blurred 

Very interesting article, Lt. Dan 

Feb 28, 2104, NPR: Social media monitoring started in the world of marketing, allowing 
companies to track what people were saying about their brands. But now, with software 
that allows users to scan huge volumes of public postings on social media, police are 
starting to embrace it as well. In the U.S., a company called BrightPlanet sells a product 
that is more explicitly marketed as an investigative tool. 

"If you had 1,500 gang members, like we do in Detroit — we have their handles, so 
we're able to identify what the gang members are doing," says BrightPlanet Vice 
President Tyson Johnson. 

The tool, called BlueJay, is capable of scanning the entire "fire hose" of tweets, he says 
— far more than is available to search from the Twitter Web page. It can be configured 
to focus on tweets coming from certain places, and it can collect instant photographic 
evidence from a disturbance. 

"If we'd been able to monitor real-time during the Boston Marathon, they'd have an 
immediate repository to interrogate, as soon as the bombs happened," Johnson says. 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/alltechconsidered/2014/02/28/284131881/as-police-monitor-social-media-legal-
lines-become-blurred 

Feds to Launch Drug Test Database for Commercial Drivers  

March 1, 2014, Digital Communities: Commercial drivers who use drugs will have a 
tough time keeping a job or finding a new one, once a new federal drug database goes 
live Oct. 1. The Commercial Driver's License Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse  is under 
development by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) , which is 
accepting public comments until April 21. 

http://www.digitalcommunities.com/articles/Feds-to-Launch-Drug-Test-Database-for-Commercial-
Drivers.html 

New App calls 911 and notifies family of location: 
 
March 1, 2014, Digital Communities: Mobile app developer Minh Tran launches an 
application to simultaneously call 911 and notify family members with GPS coordinates via 
SMS 

http://www.digitalcommunities.com/articles/New-App-Calls-911-and-Notifies-Family-in-Two-Taps.html 

DNA Test Results in 90 Minutes? 

New technology that might be of interest, Lt. Dan 

http://goo.gl/mQJv9q
http://goo.gl/R4JD9n
http://www.npr.org/blogs/alltechconsidered/2014/02/28/284131881/as-police-monitor-social-media-legal-lines-become-blurred
http://www.npr.org/blogs/alltechconsidered/2014/02/28/284131881/as-police-monitor-social-media-legal-lines-become-blurred
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=FMCSA-2011-0031-0001
http://www.digitalcommunities.com/articles/Feds-to-Launch-Drug-Test-Database-for-Commercial-Drivers.html
http://www.digitalcommunities.com/articles/Feds-to-Launch-Drug-Test-Database-for-Commercial-Drivers.html
http://www.digitalcommunities.com/articles/New-App-Calls-911-and-Notifies-Family-in-Two-Taps.html
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March 2, 2014, Law Enforcement Today: Last year, London, Ohio’s crime lab reported 
that their fast-track results could be processed in 72 hours for high-priority cases 
However, Palm Bay, Florida Police Department and the Richland County South Carolina 
Sheriff’s Office are getting their DNA results back in 90 minutes or less… and not only 
for murder and serial rapist cases. 

RapidHIT 200 by Integenx is a new system that requires minimum handling (as little as 3 
minutes), is highly accurate (claiming 100% accuracy compared to previous technology), 
and is transportable.  There are optional Pelican™ cases and vehicle mounts for mobile 
crime labs. 

http://www.lawenforcementtoday.com/2014/03/02/dna-test-results-in-90-minutes/ 

Is the Cost of 311 Systems Worth the Price of Knowing? 

This might be a good cost savings issue for agencies, when you consider some of the 
cost provided below to handle a 311 call. Lt. Dan 

March 3, 2014, Govt Tech: Today, nearly 300 cities (and some counties) have a 
311 call system or use the underlying technology, known as customer 
relationship management, to track service requests and a host of other 
capabilities. Minneapolis, Minn., has experienced a 25 percent increase in the 
number of people using smartphones to connect with the city’s website. And the 
growing popularity of the city’s mobile app has led to a decrease in 311 phone 
calls.  

311 costs an average of $3.40 to answer a call, with some cities paying as much 
as $4 or $5, according to the Pew Charitable Trusts. Any calls that can be 
pushed online represent a serious savings, especially for cities that handle tens 
of thousands of calls per month. Perhaps the biggest shift has been the move to 
mobile apps and social media. 311 has had an online presence on the Web for 
many years, but the rise of smartphones and Twitter, for example, has given 
cities a new way to engage with citizens. 

http://www.govtech.com/local/Is-the-Cost-of-311-Systems-Worth-the-Price-of-Knowing.html 

Bratton: NYPD to arm officers with tablets 

March 4, 2014, AP: NEW YORK—New York City's police commissioner says he wants 
to arm officers with tablet computers.  
William Bratton said Tuesday that the tablets would link officers on patrol to "real time 
crime information" contained in NYPD databases.  

http://www.mercurynews.com/california/ci_25271690/bratton-nypd-arm-officers-tablets 

March 5: Police App Encourages Officers to Fight Fatigue  

If deployed this could potentially raise some interesting issues regarding use of force 
and other officer high risk actives if litigation were a factor. Lt. Dan  

http://www.lawenforcementtoday.com/2014/03/02/dna-test-results-in-90-minutes/
http://www.govtech.com/local/Is-the-Cost-of-311-Systems-Worth-the-Price-of-Knowing.html
http://www.mercurynews.com/california/ci_25271690/bratton-nypd-arm-officers-tablets
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March 5, 2014, Govt. Tech: A professor and former police officer and others have 
created an app that alerts cops when they're too tired to continue working safely. The 
app, called BeSharp, uses an algorithm to draw on decades of research, helping users 
to solve one of the biggest problems when it comes to fatigue: identifying it. 

The difficult thing about fatigue, Vila said, is that although it has a big impact on 
performance, it’s very hard to measure or diagnose. There's a lag effect with fatigue, he 
said, and it affects the part of the brain that would alert a person that he or she needs to 
be more prudent. 

The BeSharp app attempts to fill in that recognition gap. “We have algorithms for 
estimating how tired you’re likely to be based on how long you’ve been awake, how 
much sleep you’ve had in the preceding days and what time of day it is,” he explained. 
The app also takes data from a wrist actigraph made by Fatigue Science that can 
identify when the wearer is sleeping or active. 

Based on that data, the user will receive alerts throughout his shifts. When a user 
reaches 90 percent capacity, for instance, he will receive an alert telling him to what 
degree his cognitive ability, hand-eye coordination, and reaction time have been 
impaired. When a user’s reaction time has been reduced by 80 percent, it’s time to call 
for relief. 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Police-App-Encourages-Officers-to-Fight-Fatigue.html 

March 5: Software TIES Law Enforcement Agencies Together 

March 5, 2014, Govt. Tech: As the big data movement explodes, law enforcement in the 
Denver region reaps the benefits. Recently there have been a slew of technological 
advancements aimed at improving communications between public safety agencies, and 
among them is a piece of software called Trusted Information Exchange Services 
(TIES), developed by Swan Island Networks for organizations using Microsoft CityNext. 
In the city and county of Denver, Colo.,  

TIES has monitored alerts for Denver 911 for the past five years, and for the past 12 
months, the agency has used TIES to distribute its data to trusted partners. Denver 911 
receives a million calls annually, and now the data collected is shared with the Colorado 
Information Analysis Center (CIAC), which distributes critical information to law 
enforcement in neighboring communities. 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Software-TIES-Law-Enforcement-Agencies-Together.html 

March 7: Police Contract With Spy Tool Maker Prohibits Talking About 
Device’s Use 

March 4, 2014, Wired: AZ. ACLU litigation some of you may be interested in if your 
agency is using the “stingray” or other similar cell phone surveillance technology in this 
case provided by the Harris Corporation. This case involves lack of public records 
release information regarding the system.  Lt Dan 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Police-App-Encourages-Officers-to-Fight-Fatigue.html
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Software-TIES-Law-Enforcement-Agencies-Together.html
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A non-disclosure agreement that police departments around the country have been 
signing for years with the maker of a cell-phone spy tool explicitly prohibits the law 
enforcement agencies from telling anyone, including other government bodies, about 
their use of the secretive equipment, according to one of the agreements obtained by an 
Arizona journalist. 

http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2014/03/harris-stingray-nda/ 

Similar issue in Northern California 

http://www.news10.net/story/news/investigations/watchdog/2014/03/06/5-california-law-enforcement-
agencies-connected-to-stingrays/6147381/ 

 

March 7: Microsoft’s Law Enforcement Requests Report– March 2014 
 
March 7, 2014, Microsoft Corp: In Case you are interested - Microsoft updates this report 
every six months, and each report includes the number of demands they receive and the 
number of accounts or identifiers that may be affected by these demands. They also 
provide details on the number of demands complied with and, if they complied, whether 
they provided content or non-content data. 
This Law Enforcement Requests Report is focused only on law enforcement requests at 
this time and does not include data about national security requests. However, Microsoft 
has also recently been permitted to begin publishing data about the number of legal 
demands they receive from the U.S. Government pursuant to national security laws. Lt. 
Dan 
 
 
http://www.microsoft.com/about/corporatecitizenship/en-us/reporting/transparency/ 

March 7: Tech startup building facial-expression recognition software for 
Google Glass 

What will they think of next?  If this concept becomes a reality it could have some 
implications on law enforcement, as far as evaluating customer satisfactio, officer 
performance as well as other things hard to imagine at this point in time. This 
article was provided by one of our frequent news/current events readers, thx.   Lt. 
Dan. 

The Company, Emotient, has raised $8 million total for its research and 
development since 2012, with $6 million alone going to wearable tech, where the 
company hopes to eventually become the main emotion analysis engine for ”any 
connected device with a camera.”  The company’s first “glassware” app will be 
marketed to the retail sector, and allow sales employees wearing Glass to gauge 
customers’ emotional responses to sales pitches and techniques in real-time. 
The app will also provide feedback to help customize conversational responses 
to individual customers, all of which can be used for training or active assistance 
in the field. 

http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2014/03/harris-stingray-nda/
http://www.news10.net/story/news/investigations/watchdog/2014/03/06/5-california-law-enforcement-agencies-connected-to-stingrays/6147381/
http://www.news10.net/story/news/investigations/watchdog/2014/03/06/5-california-law-enforcement-agencies-connected-to-stingrays/6147381/
http://www.microsoft.com/about/corporatecitizenship/en-us/reporting/transparency/
http://www.emotient.com/


March 2014 Newsletter 
LD Consulting LLC 
Page 20 of 53 
 
http://dailycaller.com/2014/03/06/tech-startup-building-facial-expression-recognition-software-for-google-
glass/ 
 

March 7: Law Enforcement Agencies Encrypting Radio Transmissions 

Information for consideration if your agency has not encrypted radio 
communications. Lt. Dan 

March 7, 2014, Govt. Tech: The advent of mobile apps and websites that allow 
more people than ever to listen to police radio chatter is prompting local law 
enforcement agencies to encrypt radio traffic. 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Law-Enforcement-Agencies-Encrypting-Radio-Transmissions.html 

March 11: Seattle police win approval to use facial recognition software 

March 10, 2014, KIROTV: Seattle police just won approval to use facial recognition 
software. But privacy advocates say that endangers the privacy of every Seattle citizen. 
Critics fear sophisticated software that can capture images of people on the move, then 
use a vast database to instantly identify them. Seattle police have a more modest plan -- 
comparing mug shots to surveillance video, using technology paid for by the federal 
Department of Homeland Security. 

http://www.kirotv.com/news/news/seattle-police-win-approval-use-facial-recognition/nd9Z7/ 

March 11, 2014: Dallas Police says new license readers making huge 
impact 

March 5, 2014, WFAA News: Dallas police say their new license plate reader systems 
are the latter. The department recently joined a growing number of local agencies that 
use this crime-fighting technology. It’s equipped 14 vehicles with the cameras and 
deployed 14 fixed readers throughout the city.  

“Trying to do things with less officers, we needed some kind of edge to work smarter and 
more efficiently,” said Maj. Scott Bratcher, who oversees the program. “In a three month 
period, we scanned 10 and half million license plates.” 

In response to last year’s concerns from Dallas City Council members, the department 
implemented a fairly strict retention policy for the license plate data. It keeps the 
scanned license plates for 90 days.  By comparison, Mesquite and Grand Prairie keep 
the information for about two years. Richardson maintains the data for three years.  

“The only way we’ll search a license plate and where it’s been in the city is if there’s a 
law enforcement predicate to it,” Bratcher said. 

http://www.wfaa.com/news/local/Dallas-police-say-new-license-readers-are--248658061.html 

  

http://dailycaller.com/2014/03/06/tech-startup-building-facial-expression-recognition-software-for-google-glass/
http://dailycaller.com/2014/03/06/tech-startup-building-facial-expression-recognition-software-for-google-glass/
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Law-Enforcement-Agencies-Encrypting-Radio-Transmissions.html
http://www.kirotv.com/news/news/seattle-police-win-approval-use-facial-recognition/nd9Z7/
http://www.wfaa.com/news/local/Dallas-police-say-new-license-readers-are--248658061.html
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March 13: New Orleans PD launches 'SafeCam NOLA,' a citywide crime-
fighting tool 
 
March 12, FO  8 News W UE-T   : NEW ORLEANS, LA (WVUE) - The New Orleans 
Police Department has launched a new crime fighting initiative called "SafeCam NOLA" 
that it ... 
 
http://www.fox8live.com/story/24959495/nopd-launches-safecam-nola-a-citywide-crimefighting-tool 
 

March 13: TASER Announces Multiple Orders of Smart Weapons 
 
March 12, 2014: Yahoo.com: 
 
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/taser-announces-multiple-orders-smart-113000376.html 

 

March 13: Positive reviews of LAPD’s On Body Cameras 
 
March 12, 2014, Govt. Tech: Officers are conducting a 90 day trial with approximately 60 
cameras.  They are testing the Taser camera with the eyeglass mount, which were 
donated by taser for the testing.  LAPD is expected to make their final decision on the 
camera purchase this summer.  They anticipate purchasing 600 cameras for 
approximately $1.2 million and.  
 
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Officials-Report-Positive-Reviews-of-LAPDs-On-Body-Cameras.html 

 
Oakland aim to scrap gunfire-detecting ShotSpotter 

March 14, 2014, SFGate: Oakland police are considering scrapping the city's gunshot 
detection system that some residents in high-crime neighborhoods say makes them feel 
more secure. 

ShotSpotter is an 8-year-old network of microphones that detect gunfire in most parts of 
East and West Oakland, record the audio, map the location and send an alert to patrol 
officers within 20 seconds. 

But the system, which costs the department $264,000 a year, is expensive and 
redundant, police contend. They say residents already call to alert police when they hear 
gunfire, and the money could be better used to fund other technology, such as the 
police helicopter. 

http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/Oakland-cops-aim-to-scrap-gunfire-detecting-5316060.php 

 
March 15: Officers' body cameras raise privacy concerns 
 
March 15, 2014, AP: LOS ANGELES—Officers at thousands of law enforcement 
agencies are wearing tiny cameras to record their interactions with the public, but in 
many cases the devices are being rolled out faster than departments are able to create 
policies to govern their use.  

http://www.fox8live.com/story/24959495/nopd-launches-safecam-nola-a-citywide-crimefighting-tool
http://www.fox8live.com/story/24959495/nopd-launches-safecam-nola-a-citywide-crimefighting-tool
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://online.wsj.com/article/PR-CO-20140312-905494.html&sa=U&ei=-rYhU72bMcekrQH1voGwBg&ved=0CCMQqQIoADADOAo&usg=AFQjCNEWGJR_Vw--dqw0nHnSTwq9l-e7HA
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/taser-announces-multiple-orders-smart-113000376.html
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Officials-Report-Positive-Reviews-of-LAPDs-On-Body-Cameras.html
http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/Oakland-cops-aim-to-scrap-gunfire-detecting-5316060.php
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And some rank-and-file officers are worried the technology might ultimately be used to 
derail their careers if, for example, an errant comment about a superior is captured on 
tape.  

http://www.mercurynews.com/california/ci_25350837/officers-body-cameras-raise-privacy-concerns 

 
March 16: Denver Police to get body cameras 
 
DENVER (CBS4) – The Denver Police Department will begin equipping officers in 
District 6 with body cameras within the next month as part of a pilot project that will likely 
go department-wide. 
 
http://denver.cbslocal.com/2014/03/10/denver-police-to-get-body-cameras/ 

 

March 19: What is open data and why should YOU care? 
 
This is a great resource although the article may be a little too “techie” for most of 
us, it is a sign of things to come, and will no doubt have an impact on law 
enforcement.  Lt. Dan 
 
March 17, 2014, Govt. Tech: An explanation of open data, why it’s important and how 
you can do it yourself. It’s useful to think about how open data is different from big data 
in the sense that open data is the idea that public information should be accessible to 
the public online. 

http://www.govtech.com/data/Got-Data-Make-it-Open-Data-with-These-Tips.html 

Want more information on open data? Link to California open data handbook, Jan 7, 
2014. 
http://www.stewardsofchange.com/what-we-do/Documents/Open%20Data%20Handbook%20-%20WEB.pdf 

 

March 21: Emergency Responders in Texas Training on New Faster, More 
Precise Radar for Storm tracking 

For those of you who live in tornado country.  Lt. Dan 

March 20, 2014, Govt. Tech: National Weather Service meteorologists got their 
first insight into what a local network of more precise radar units will provide 
when a storm system rumbled across north Texas on Saturday. 

Proof of the faster radar’s advantages was evident, said Mark Fox, warning and 
coordination meteorologist for the weather service’s Fort Worth office. 

“We could see better details. We were able to see where the heavy rain was 
located,” Fox said Monday in Arlington at the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments as more than 150 emergency responders began training on how to 
utilize the radar. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/california/ci_25350837/officers-body-cameras-raise-privacy-concerns
http://denver.cbslocal.com/2014/03/10/denver-police-to-get-body-cameras/
http://www.govtech.com/data/Got-Data-Make-it-Open-Data-with-These-Tips.html
http://www.stewardsofchange.com/what-we-do/Documents/Open%20Data%20Handbook%20-%20WEB.pdf
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http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Emergency-Responders-Training-on-New-Faster-More-Precise-
Radar.html 

March 21: Los Angeles Launches Public Website on City Spending 

March 20, 2014, Govt. Tech: For those of you that may be working on budget 
savings ideas.  Lt. Dan 

The site offers comparisons on revenue and spending by all city agencies, 
including Water and Power, Airports and the Harbor. 

http://www.govtech.com/budget-finance/Los-Angeles-Mayor-Eric-Garcetti-Launches-Public-Website-on-City-
Spending.html 

March 21: Public's Signal to Feds: Hang up on Proposed In-Flight Phone 
Calls 

Okay, this is not really law enforcement related, but it looks like I am not in the 
minority on not wanting folks in airplanes talking on their cellphones. Lt. Dan.  

March 20, 2014, Dallas News: With technology available for airplanes to handle 
incoming and outgoing calls, the FCC raised the question in late 2013 whether 
the ban on in-flight calls should be lifted.  When the U.S. Department of 
Transportation asked travelers to comment on whether they favored cellphone 
calls on airplanes, the agency got an earful. 

With a deadline next Wednesday for interested parties to respond, the DOT has 
received more than 1,600 comments so far, and almost all say “No way!” “When 
crammed in a tin can with 200 other people, I don't want conversations going with 
200 more. Air travel is degrading enough without having to bear with another 
annoyance,” one commenter told the government. 

Said another: “I take it that you have heard of road rage. If cell phones are 
allowed on airline flights it will be much more of a problem. I for one, if someone 
anywhere near me was babbling away, would most likely take the phone away 
and crush it.” 

http://www.dallasnews.com/business/airline-industry/20140319-publics-signal-to-feds-hang-up-on-proposed-
in-flight-phone-calls.ece 

March 26: Portland Oregon PD may test body cameras 
 
Portland cites the Mesa AZ. PD body camera pilot program in this article.  Mesa PD Lt. 
Lee Rankin and Sgt. Ryan Stokes gave an excellent presentation at our recent 
inspections luncheon regarding their pilot program.  It’s nice to see another agency 
recognizing Mesa for their efforts in this area. Thx again to Lee and Ryan for their 
presentation. Lt. Dan 
 
March 26, 2014, PORTLAND, Ore. (KOIN) — Portland police officers could soon be 
testing new body cameras that are capable of recording both sound and video.  Mesa 
Arizona police said the body camera make both police and citizens more accountable. 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Emergency-Responders-Training-on-New-Faster-More-Precise-Radar.html
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Emergency-Responders-Training-on-New-Faster-More-Precise-Radar.html
http://www.govtech.com/budget-finance/Los-Angeles-Mayor-Eric-Garcetti-Launches-Public-Website-on-City-Spending.html
http://www.govtech.com/budget-finance/Los-Angeles-Mayor-Eric-Garcetti-Launches-Public-Website-on-City-Spending.html
http://www.dallasnews.com/business/airline-industry/20140319-publics-signal-to-feds-hang-up-on-proposed-in-flight-phone-calls.ece
http://www.dallasnews.com/business/airline-industry/20140319-publics-signal-to-feds-hang-up-on-proposed-in-flight-phone-calls.ece
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http://koin.com/2014/03/26/portland-police-may-test-new-body-cameras/ 

 

March 27: Fort Worth to purchase 400 more Axon Flex cameras 
 
March 26, 2014, Govt. Tech.: The number of Ft. Worth police officers wearing video 
cameras will triple with the City Council’s approval on Tuesday of the purchase of 400 
additional devices. 

The purchase will equip 600 officers with Taser International’s Axon flex cameras, 
making the police department the largest user of the Axon cameras in the country.  
Currently, the police department has 200 cameras in use — the majority in patrol and 
others in the traffic division and spread among zero tolerance, gang and SWAT units. 
The cameras attach to the officer’s glasses or collar. 

Since Dec. 13, every graduating recruit is trained to use a camera and assigned one.  
Already, Fort Worth officers have recorded more than 26,000 videos. The videos are 
uploaded to Evidence.com, where detectives and supervisors can view them as 
evidence in criminal prosecutions, or while investigating administrative concerns or a 

citizen’s complaint about an officer’s behavior. 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Fort-Worth-to-Buy-400-More-Cameras-for-Police-Officers.html 

 
Feb 27: 12K cameras to give Atlanta police broader window to city 

Feb 27, 2014, The Atlanta Constitution: Atlanta police are bolstering their reach and 
capabilities by continuing to integrate cameras into their strategy.  Police plan to have as 
many as 12,000 cameras giving crime analysts a window to the city. 

http://www.ajc.com/news/news/12k-cameras-to-give-atlanta-police-broader-window-/nd2Sh/ 

Microsoft Office Finally Coming to iPad 

Of interest to many of the IPad users out there: Lt. Dan 

March 27, 2014, Govt. Tech: One of the most lucrative software franchises in history, 
Microsoft Office, is finally coming to the most influential computing device of the last few 
years, the iPad. 

http://www.govtech.com/products/Microsoft-Office-Finally-Coming-to-iPad.html 

The Sky is the Limit for Drone Industry in Nevada 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, Drones, drones, drones. Standby folks, the drones (UAV) 
are coming to Law Enforcement as well as numerous other applications.  If you missed 
out on the Inspections and Auditing Luncheon presentation this month by Ben Miller 
from Mesa County Sheriff’s Office in Colorado and would like more info send me an e-
mail.  Ben put together a great packet of info I will be glad to share with you.  Lt. Dan 

http://koin.com/2014/03/26/portland-police-may-test-new-body-cameras/
http://www.taser.com/products/on-officer-video/axon-flex-on-officer-video
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Fort-Worth-to-Buy-400-More-Cameras-for-Police-Officers.html
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/12k-cameras-to-give-atlanta-police-broader-window-/nd2Sh/
http://www.govtech.com/products/Microsoft-Office-Finally-Coming-to-iPad.html
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March 27, 2014, Govt. Tech: Within the first decade of commercial use, the U.S. drone 
sector is expected to create more than 100,000 jobs and have an $83 billion economic 
impact. 

In the not-too-distant future, Las Vegas roofers will use drones to inspect the top of a 
house before climbing up there, or police officers will send unmanned aircraft to help find 
missing children. 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/The-Sky-is-the-Limit-for-Drone-Industry-in-Nevada.html 

Expert: California Car Data Privacy Bill ‘Unworkable’ 

March 27, 2104, Govt. Tech: New California legislation aims to give car owners control 
over who gets to view data generated from their vehicles. But one expert thinks the bill is 
fundamentally flawed and potentially dangerous.  

http://www.govtech.com/transportation/Expert-California-Car-Data-Privacy-Bill-Unworkable.html 

Fact Check: Do Police Cameras Decrease Police Complaints? 

March 28, 2014, Voice of San Diego: A San Diego journalist completes a fact check on 
the issues surrounding body cameras.  San Diego PD is looking at purchasing body 
cameras.  Interesting article from a journalist perspective regarding body cameras in law 
enforcement. Lt. Dan 

http://voiceofsandiego.org/2014/03/28/fact-check-do-police-cameras-decrease-police-complaints/ 

 

Smartphone App causing concern with law enforcement 

March 30, 2014, KETK - TV: Iowa (CNN) — There's a smartphone app that can help 
people suspected of driving drunk. It was created by an Iowa law firm. 

But some law enforcement officers are skeptical of the app's intent. 

If you see red and blue lights in your rear-view, perhaps the aptly named 'Oh Crap App' 
can help. 

It was designed to tell people what they can and can't do when being pulled over for 
suspicion of drunk driving. 

"One of the biggest mistakes people make is thinking that they know their rights," app 
co-creator, Bob Rehkemper. 

http://www.ketknbc.com/news/smartphone-app-causing-concern-with-law-enforcemen 

Law enforcement agencies embracing social media 

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/The-Sky-is-the-Limit-for-Drone-Industry-in-Nevada.html
http://www.govtech.com/transportation/Expert-California-Car-Data-Privacy-Bill-Unworkable.html
javascript:void(0);
http://voiceofsandiego.org/2014/03/28/fact-check-do-police-cameras-decrease-police-complaints/
http://www.ketknbc.com/news/smartphone-app-causing-concern-with-law-enforcemen
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March 31, 2014, Aieken Standard: According to a survey by the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, more than 80 percent of 500 law enforcement agencies surveyed 
reported using social media of some kind in criminal investigations. 
 
http://www.aikenstandard.com/article/20140331/AIK0102/140339879/1004/law-enforcement-agencies-
embracing-social-media 

Special Interest  

New Rules for New York Police in 'Frisk' Encounters 

'Seven Steps to Positive Community Interactions' in Nonemergency Situations 

Feb. 27, 2014, Wall Street Journal:  Mayor Bill de Blasio Thursday introduced seven 
principles that he said will increase New York Police Department officers' sensitivity 
while interacting with the people they protect, especially while conducting the 
controversial street tactic known as stop and frisk. 

http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304026804579409710196833846 

BumbleBee, a FREE tool for spreadsheet formula transformations 

Good tool for excel spreadsheet users, and it’s FREE. I am not an excel wiz so any 
feedback from you excel people out there would be appreciated.  Lt. Dan 
 
March 3, Govt Tech: In order to improve spreadsheets, researchers have developed a 
number of refactorings to improve spreadsheet formulas. Over the last few months, 
Felienne Hermans, an assistant professor at Delft University of Technology has been 
working on BumbleBee, a tool to perform not only refactorings, but more general 
transformations on spreadsheet formulas. 

With thge tool, you can perform transformations on spreadsheet formulas. Here is an 
installer (FREE) for Excel 2010. By adding your own transformations to the worksheet 
‘Transformations’ and hitting ‘Initialize’ you can create your own rules and play around 
with them. This spreadsheet contains all transformations needed to migrate to Excel 
2010 and this one contains common (behavior preserving) refactorings. 

http://www.govtech.com/data/Why-Spreadsheets-Stink-4-Ways-to-Improve-Them.html 

Link to free BumbleBee 

http://www.felienne.com/?p=2964 

Missing drugs in Lab lead to drug trial suspension request 

Another case of pills being removed from evidence and replaced with over the counter 
pills. These are tough to catch and require some type of visual inspection of packaging 

http://www.aikenstandard.com/article/20140331/AIK0102/140339879/1004/law-enforcement-agencies-embracing-social-media
http://www.aikenstandard.com/article/20140331/AIK0102/140339879/1004/law-enforcement-agencies-embracing-social-media
http://topics.wsj.com/person/B/Bill-de-Blasio/7176
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304026804579409710196833846
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1oi55nej8uj0zkz/BumbleBee.zip
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zl4lc5bh7mruale/BumbleBee_Preload_Migration.xlsx
https://www.dropbox.com/s/i1j9zj4b8mp68mq/BumbleBee_Preload_Refactoring.xlsx
http://www.govtech.com/data/Why-Spreadsheets-Stink-4-Ways-to-Improve-Them.html
http://www.felienne.com/?p=2964
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(sampling) at some stage in the process.  One approach is to examine items slated for 
destruction, as employees know these items typically have less oversight/inspection. Lt. 
Dan 

March 1, 2014, Delawareonline: State lab revealed that drugs have gone missing – 
or sometimes been replaced with fakes – in at least 15 criminal cases between 
2010 and 2012 where the drugs had been sent to the Controlled Substances Lab 
at the Delaware Medical Examiner's Office. The evidence locker at the medical 
examiner's office was immediately seized and secured by Delaware State Police 
and investigators began conducting an audit of the locker's contents. 

http://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/crime/2014/02/24/lab-issues-lead-to-drug-trial-suspension-
request/5790029/ 

Report critical of D.C. police response to hate crimes: 

March 1, 2014, Washington Blade: The restructuring of the D.C. Metropolitan Police 
Department’s Gay and Lesbian Liaison Unit in 2009 “weakened its effectiveness in 
responding to hate crimes” and hindered its ability to reach out to the LGBT community, 
according to a newly released report. 

The 41-page Hate Crimes Assessment Report was prepared by an independent task 
force created in 2012 by the Anti-Defamation League of Washington, a nationally 
recognized civil rights group, at the request of D.C. Police Chief Cathy Lanier. 

http://www.washingtonblade.com/2014/03/01/report-critical-d-c-police-response-hate-crimes/ 

Link to full report: 

http://mpdc.dc.gov/publication/report-hate-crimes-assessment-task-force 

ACLU: D.C. Police provide insufficient information, fail complaint protocol 

Typical project conducted by police oversight type groups.  What type of polices does 
your agency have, are they in line with best practices, and would you pass the test? This 
issue is addressed in most DOJ investigations and consent decrees.  Lt. Dan 

March 2, 2014, AP: D.C. police officers are not giving the proper information to people 
who ask about filing complaints against officers, the American Civil Liberties Union 
concluded after performing spot checks at city police stations.  
 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/mar/2/aclu-dc-police-provide-bad-information-fail-compla/ 

March 4: CA. State justices signal support for naming officers in shootings  
 
March 4, 2014, LA Times: The state Supreme Court presses Long Beach to justify 
withholding names of officers involved in shootings in a case brought by The Times over 
the killing of a man by officers in 2010.  

http://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/crime/2014/02/24/lab-issues-lead-to-drug-trial-suspension-request/5790029/
http://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/crime/2014/02/24/lab-issues-lead-to-drug-trial-suspension-request/5790029/
http://www.washingtonblade.com/2014/03/01/report-critical-d-c-police-response-hate-crimes/
http://mpdc.dc.gov/publication/report-hate-crimes-assessment-task-force
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/mar/2/aclu-dc-police-provide-bad-information-fail-compla/
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http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-police-names-20140305,0,2856939.story#axzz2vDPhFwvc 

 

March 2: Austin police Taser use to get more review 

March 2, 2014, KVUE : AUSTIN -- Austin Police Chief Art Acevedo will raise the level of 
scrutiny officers receive after using Taser stun guns.  Chief Acevedo said the move is 
the first major change stemming from a departmental review of use-of-force polices -- 
which came after the fatal police shooting of Larry Jackson last year. 

Beginning this month, an officer's entire supervisory chain must review an officer's Taser 
use. The cases also will be sent to an internal, independent force review board, which 
will look for any trends or recommend policy changes to Acevedo. In the past, an 
officer's immediate supervisor reviewed Taser use. 

City officials asked the Department of Justice to investigate the department, but after 
federal officials declined, City Manager Marc Ott instructed Acevedo to conduct a review. 

http://www.kvue.com/news/Austin-police-Taser-use-to-get-more-review--248104791.html 

 

March 4: Oregon Gov. signs bill that will require all state Law Enforcment 
to create older policies for older adults who get lost 
 
March 4, 2014, StatesmanJournal.com: Some have coined it the Silver Alert bill, but 
supporters pointed out that they didn’t want to create confusion with the Amber Alert 
system. 

They are not the same, said Jon Bartholomew, public policy director for the Oregon 
chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association. SB 1577 will require law enforcement agencies 
to have policies in place for dealing with older and vulnerable adults with dementia who 
go missing, but it will not tell them how they have to respond. The agencies aren’t 
required to have uniform policies. 

http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20140304/UPDATE/303040045/Kitzhaber-signs-bill-requiring-law-
enforcement-agencies-policies-older-adults-who-get-lost?nclick_check=1 

 

March 5: Delhi police lost password for complaints portal in 2006, haven't 
checked it since 

The Delhi police lost the password for a portal that hosted complaints that had been 
passed on by the Central Vigilance Commission after an initial vetting. 667 complaints 
had been judged serious enough to be passed onto the police since the password was 
lost in 2006, but none have been acted upon, because no one had the password. Now 
they have the password. Presumably, the 667 unserved complainants believed the 
police to be either too slow or incompetent to have gotten back to them.  

http://boingboing.net/2014/03/05/delhi-police-lost-password-for.html 

  

http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-police-names-20140305,0,2856939.story#axzz2vDPhFwvc
http://www.kvue.com/news/Austin-police-Taser-use-to-get-more-review--248104791.html
http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20140304/UPDATE/303040045/Kitzhaber-signs-bill-requiring-law-enforcement-agencies-policies-older-adults-who-get-lost?nclick_check=1
http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20140304/UPDATE/303040045/Kitzhaber-signs-bill-requiring-law-enforcement-agencies-policies-older-adults-who-get-lost?nclick_check=1
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/vigilance-complaints-pile-up-as-delhi-police-doesnt-know-password/
http://boingboing.net/2014/03/05/delhi-police-lost-password-for.html
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March 5: San Jose police won't get minimum funding after measure killed 

March 5, SAN JOSE MERCURY: -- City leaders Tuesday shot down a proposed ballot 
measure that would have asked voters to guarantee a minimum share of the budget for 
the police force, arguing it would decimate other public services. 

Ten of the 11 City Council members wound up against placing the measure on the June 
3 ballot. Mayor Chuck Reed, leading the charge against it, said the measure would be "a 
horrible mistake" that would force the city to close libraries, community centers and fire 
stations. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/crime-courts/ci_25275593/san-jose-police-wont-get-minimum-funding-after 

 

March 7: Former Seattle police chief named to head Border Patrol, Customs 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Former Seattle Police Chief Gil Kerlikowske, the Obama 
administration's anti-drug czar, was confirmed by the U.S. Senate today as head of 
Customs and Border Protection. Kerlikowske, who headed Seattle Police Department for 
more than eight years, left Seattle in 2009 to head the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, a Cabinet-level position otherwise known as the drug czar. The office, 
established in 1988, directs drug-control policy in the U.S. 
 
A spokesman for the Department of Homeland Security said Thursday that it's unclear 
when Kerlikowske will start his new job heading the component of Homeland Security 
that includes the Border Patrol station in Port Angeles and Customs activities in Port 
Angeles and Port Townsend. 
 
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20140306/NEWS/303069975/ex-seattle-police-chief-named-to-
head-border-patrol-customs 

 

March 7: Wisconsin DOJ admits negligence in another child porn case 
Just another reminder that sex crime cases are high risk and if mishandled can cause 

serious problems for your agency.  Just a little plug here; our consulting group is 

experienced in doing these types of audits and if you would like to be proactive in this 

area and would like an external review of your cases give us a call. It’s typically better to 

ID the problem and come up with solutions before it is identified through the media or 

litigation, or both.  Lt. Dan  

 

March 5, 2014, 58 News: MILWAUKEE -- The Wisconsin Department of Justice said 

Wednesday they were negligent in failing to investigate another child porn case. 

The DOJ waited a little more than a year before arresting Samuel Hawkins at his home 

in Racine last month for possessing of child porn and sexually assaulting an 11-year-old 

boy he baby sat. 

 
http://www.cbs58.com/news/local-news/DOJ-admits-negligence-in-another-child-porn-case-248613891.html 

 

March 7: US House committee to investigate roadside surveys 
 

March 7, 2014, AP: WASHINGTON — The chairman of the House transportation committee said 

Thursday he wants to make sure a federal roadside survey on drinking and drugged driving is 

http://www.mercurynews.com/crime-courts/ci_25275593/san-jose-police-wont-get-minimum-funding-after
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20140306/NEWS/303069975/ex-seattle-police-chief-named-to-head-border-patrol-customs
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20140306/NEWS/303069975/ex-seattle-police-chief-named-to-head-border-patrol-customs
http://www.cbs58.com/news/local-news/DOJ-admits-negligence-in-another-child-porn-case-248613891.html
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being conducted appropriately after motorists complained about being forced off the road and 
asked to provide breath, blood and saliva samples. 
 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/article/20140306/NEWS04/140309615#.UxrCScKYZjo 

 

March 7: Senate blocks Obama's pick for civil rights post 
 
March 6, 2014, Yahoo: A bipartisan vote Wednesday blocked Debo Adegbile from advancing 
toward confirmation 
 
https://news.yahoo.com/senate-blocks-obamas-pick-civil-rights-post-175412069--politics.html 

 

March 7: Los Angeles panel to gauge concern over LAPD surveillance 
programs 

 
March 5, 2014, Daily News: A Los Angeles city commission is planning a wide-ranging 
series of forums to examine both the impact of police surveillance programs in local 
communities and allegations of continued ethnic profiling within those programs, officials 
said Wednesday. 
 
http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140305/los-angeles-panel-to-gauge-concern-over-
lapd-surveillance-programs 

 

March 6: Cleveland Mayor Gives Police Department A ‘B’ 
 
March 6, 2014,CLEVELAND (AP) — The mayor of Cleveland is giving his police 
department a grade of “B” and says he welcomes a federal investigation into alleged use 
of excessive force. 
 
http://cleveland.cbslocal.com/2014/03/06/cleveland-mayor-gives-police-department-a-b/ 

 

March 7: Miami Beach Chief Resigns, says political winds shifted 
 
March 7, 2014, The Miami Herald: Miami Beach Police Chief Ray Martinez, who is 
leaving the post on April 4, said he could see that ‘the mayor and commission want to 
move in a new direction.’ 
 
http://www.miamiherald.com/2014/03/07/3980628/miami-beachs-top-cop-says-political.html 

March 7: Border Patrol lightens use-of-force rules 
 
March 7, 2014, The AZ Republic: New guidelines designed to reduce deadly encounters. 
New use-of-force rules that limit when weapons can be fired were issued Friday for 
Border Patrol agents, who have been under increasing criticism for their roles in more 
than 40 deaths since 2005. 
 
http://www.azcentral.com/news/politics/articles/20140307border-patrol-tightens-use-force-
rules.html?nclick_check=1 

 
March 8: Editorial, Make Seattle Police discipline coherent, transparent, 
timely 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/article/20140306/NEWS04/140309615#.UxrCScKYZjo
https://news.yahoo.com/senate-blocks-obamas-pick-civil-rights-post-175412069--politics.html
http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140305/los-angeles-panel-to-gauge-concern-over-lapd-surveillance-programs
http://www.dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140305/los-angeles-panel-to-gauge-concern-over-lapd-surveillance-programs
http://cleveland.cbslocal.com/2014/03/06/cleveland-mayor-gives-police-department-a-b/
http://www.miamiherald.com/2014/03/07/3980628/miami-beachs-top-cop-says-political.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/politics/articles/20140307border-patrol-tightens-use-force-rules.html?nclick_check=1
http://www.azcentral.com/news/politics/articles/20140307border-patrol-tightens-use-force-rules.html?nclick_check=1
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March 1, 2014, Seattle Times: The review and discipline process for the Seattle police 
officers is an administrative sham with endless delays. Make it credible for all involved.  
 
http://seattletimes.com/html/editorials/2023019048_policereviewedit02xml.html 

March 9: Brown Berets take to Merced streets to film police 
 
March 9, 2014, mercedsunstar: The Merced chapter of the National Brown Berets, a 
Chicano militant organization, has begun routinely filming police actions in the city, 
something some local officials consider unnecessary and one called potentially 
“counterproductive.” 
 
http://www.mercedsunstar.com/2014/03/09/3538526/brown-berets-take-to-merced-streets.html 

 

March 10: Chesterfield (MI) Police Department in crisis 
 
March 10, 2014, The Voice: Crisis is the term being applied to the Chesterfield Township 
Police Department by a third-party consulting firm that studied its operations.   
 
See the article for recommendations made by the International City/County Management 
Association who completed the assessment. Lt. Dan  
 
http://www.voicenews.com/articles/2014/03/10/news/doc531db8e94efe5618359904.txt?viewmode=fullstory 

 

March 11: LiveLeak.com - Albuquerque PD Releases Video of Controversial 
Shooting of Man with "Knife or ...  
 
March 11, 2104: LiveLeak.com:ALBUQUERQUE (KRQE) – The Albuquerque Police 
Department has released lapel cam video of a controversial Albuquerque shooting.  
 
Video of shooting demonstrates the challenges of on body cameras; the camera in this 
case was a lapel camera.  It will be interesting to contrast this with the video produced 
by the cameras mounted on glasses. Lt. Dan 
 
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=f05_1394469645 

 
March 12: Honolulu PD’s new tattoo policy goes into effect July 1 
 
Looks like Honolulu is going to take a crack at the tattoo issue.  Lt. Dan.  

March 11, 2014, KHON2 T : That’s when all Honolulu police officers in uniform will be 
required to cover their tattoos.  It’s part of the department’s new policy that’s aimed at 
improving their professional image. 

http://khon2.com/2014/03/11/hpds-new-tattoo-policy-goes-into-effect-july-1/ 

 
  

http://seattletimes.com/html/editorials/2023019048_policereviewedit02xml.html
http://www.mercedsunstar.com/2014/03/09/3538526/brown-berets-take-to-merced-streets.html
http://www.voicenews.com/articles/2014/03/10/news/doc531db8e94efe5618359904.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=f05_1394469645
http://khon2.com/2014/03/11/hpds-new-tattoo-policy-goes-into-effect-july-1/
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March 12: Court: Misconduct complaints against Chicago police should be 
public 
 

March 12, 2014, Chicago Tribune: Citizen complaints about Chicago police misconduct 
and the related investigative files are public records and must be turned over by the city, 
an Illinois appeals court ruled this week. 

A three-judge panel of the state Appellate Court in Chicago rejected the city’s claim that 
such files are exempt from the Illinois Freedom of Information Act. A spokeswoman for 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s administration said Tuesday that the city would appeal the 
ruling to the Illinois Supreme Court. 
 
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2014-03-12/news/chi-court-rules-citizen-complaints-about-chicago-police-
misconduct-are-public-20140311_1_police-misconduct-craig-futterman-illinois-supreme-court 

 
March 13: Tensions high between black, white officers in St. Petersburg 
Police ... 

March 12, 2014: ST. PETERSBURG — The decades-old strain between the black 
community and the Police Department has permeated the agency's rank-and-file. 

Roughly 125 black police officers, city activists and clergy members met behind closed 
doors late Tuesday with Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin to discuss widespread racial 
turmoil. Tensions ran high during the 90-minute meeting held at Mount Zion Progressive 
Missionary Baptist Church on 20th Street S.  

The group asked the city to halt five promotions, likely all white officers, planned for next 
month and asked for an outside agency to investigate the department's inequities 
against black officers 
 
http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/tensions-high-between-black-and-white-officers-in-st-
petersburg-police/2169873 

 
March 13: San Jose City Hall, Police struggle for pension compromise 
 
March 12, 2014, Cuts in salary and benefits to the San Jose, Calif., Police Department have 
stirred up acrimony between Mayor Chuck Reed's office, the city ... 

 
http://www.benefitspro.com/2014/03/12/san-jose-city-hall-police-struggle-for-pension-com 

 

March 13: Requests to carry concealed guns surge in California 
 
March 12, 2014, San Jose Mercury News: Sheriffs in some politically conservative or 
rural counties reported spikes in applications while other counties in the state 
experienced smaller increases.  

Demand is being driven by a federal appeals court ruling last month that made it easier 
for residents to obtain the hard-to-get permits. About 56,000 Californians have a 
concealed-weapons permit in a state of 38 million residents.  

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2014-03-12/news/chi-court-rules-citizen-complaints-about-chicago-police-misconduct-are-public-20140311_1_police-misconduct-craig-futterman-illinois-supreme-court
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2014-03-12/news/chi-court-rules-citizen-complaints-about-chicago-police-misconduct-are-public-20140311_1_police-misconduct-craig-futterman-illinois-supreme-court
http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/tensions-high-between-black-and-white-officers-in-st-petersburg-police/2169873
http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/tensions-high-between-black-and-white-officers-in-st-petersburg-police/2169873
http://www.benefitspro.com/2014/03/12/san-jose-city-hall-police-struggle-for-pension-com
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The 9th U.S. District Court of Appeals ruled Feb. 13 that law-abiding residents need only 
to show a desire for self-defense rather than proving they were confronted with a "clear 
and present danger."  

Since then, the authorities in charges of issuing the permits say they have received 
numerous applications and fielded even more phone calls seeking permission to carry a 
concealed weapon in California.  

http://www.mercurynews.com/california/ci_25329942/requests-carry-concealed-guns-surge-california 

March 13: Denver Law enforcement talk strategies in high-speed chases 

March 13, 2014, 9News: DENVER - Hundreds of drivers were put at risk Wednesday as 
a suspect attempted to get away from law enforcement, traveling 75 miles and reaching 
speeds over 100 mph after he allegedly kidnapped a child and stole several vehicles. 

It forced law enforcement to make tough decisions on how to stop Ryan Stone without 
creating even more danger to the public. 

http://www.9news.com/story/news/local/2014/03/13/law-enforcement-talk-strategies-priorities-in-high-speed-
chases/6358063/ 

March 14: Deputy who sued for height bias awarded $215K 

March 13, 2014, SAGINAW, Mich. — A Michigan county has agreed to pay $215,000 to 
a part-time sheriff's deputy who says she was denied full-time work because she's a 4-
foot-7 woman. 
 
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2014/mar/13/deputy-who-sued-height-bias-receives-215000/ 

City of Austin apologizes for police problem tweet 

March 11, 2014, Statesman:  Wayne Vincent, president of the Austin Police Association, 
has sent City Manager Marc Ott a letter condemning a tweet from the city’s Twitter 
account telling South By Southwest participants what number to call if they’re having a 
problem with police. 

“Welcome #S SWers! We know you’re loving Austin but if you experience a problem 
with police, let us know,” the city tweeted Monday night, along with information on how to 
contact the city’s police monitor.  incent said officers were “completely demoralized” by 
the message. 

“I have never seen such a divisive message used by city government officials in what we 
see as a calculated public-relations assault on the men and women you profess to 
respect,” he said in the letter.    

http://www.statesman.com/news/news/local/city-austin-apologizes-police-problem-tweet/nd9tZ/ 

  

http://www.mercurynews.com/california/ci_25329942/requests-carry-concealed-guns-surge-california
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New San Diego Police Chief Holds Mandatory Meetings on Misconduct  
 

March 14, 2014, 7SanDiego: San Diego's first woman police chief has a simple, but very 
strong message for officers: Misconduct will not be tolerated. Zimmerman said she is 
sending a strong message to her rank-and-file, telling officers, support staff, and 
volunteers, they must rebuild, and protect, their department's reputation. 
 
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/New-Police-Chief-Holds-Mandatory-Meetings-on-Misconduct--
250358831.html 

March 16: St. Petersburg police official says concerns of black officers are 
broader than promotions (w/video)  

March 14, 2014: ST. PETERSBURG — Mayor Rick Kriseman should not hire an 
independent auditor to investigate the Police Department's promotion process, says 
Luke Williams, assistant police chief.  

Williams spoke to reporters Friday to clarify concerns about unfair treatment raised by 
black officers, activists and clergy members Tuesday evening in a closed-door meeting 
with Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin at Mount Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist 
Church.  

After hearing complaints from the officers, Tomalin told the group she would halt 
promotions planned for April so city officials can investigate allegations of unfairness 
surrounding the testing and selection process.  

http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/assistant-police-chief-luke-williams-says-no-need-to-
review-promotion/2170212  

 

March 16: Phila. police officer wins $75,000 in whistle-blower suit 
 
March 16, 2014, Philly.com: PHILADELPHIA A Philadelphia judge has awarded $75,000 
in damages to a city police officer who sued, claiming superiors retaliated against him 
after he complained of shoddy asbestos removal at the Police Athletic League center he 
managed. 
 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20140316_Phila__police_officer_wins__75_000_in_whistle-
blower_suit.html 

 
March 16: Oakland Police Chief Search delayed again 
 
March 12, 2014, OAKLAND Tribune: The city's seven-month search for a permanent 
police chief is back on hold after Oakland determined that IACP who was doing the 
search, was disqualified for denying equal benefits to gay employees. 

The original recruiter, Bob Murray & Associates, quit claiming interference from the 
mayor's office. 

http://www.insidebayarea.com/news/ci_25330696/oakland-police-chief-search-delayed-
again?IADID=Search-www.insidebayarea.com-www.insidebayarea.com 
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March 16: New Orleans PD could owe officers $160K in back pay for 
overtime 

March 14, 2014, Time-Picayune: The City of New Orleans owes back pay for overtime to 
hundreds of police officers who received bonuses for earning advanced degrees or 
training to work for riskier units in the New Orleans Police Department, according to a 
settlement reached earlier this month in federal court. 

http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/03/new_orleans_could_owe_nopd_off.html 

 
March 17: In Rural Areas Without Law Enforcement, People Calling Fire 
Dept. Instead 

 
March 17, AP: Things have gotten so lawless in southern Oregon, where there’s little 
money available for law enforcement, that people are now calling the fire department to 
get help even if their problem is crime. 
 
http://www.opb.org/news/article/in-rural-areas-without-law-enforcement-people-calling-fire-dept-instead/ 

March 17: 10 Most Dangerous Cities in the United States, per the FBI. 

1. Camden, New Jersey 
2. Flint, Michigan 
3. Detroit, Michigan 
4. Oakland, California 
5. St. Louis, Missouri 
6. Cleveland, Ohio 
7. Gary, Indiana 
8. Newark, New Jersey 
9. Bridgeport, Connecticut 
10. Birmingham, Alabama 

http://www.memphisrap.com/2014/03/17/fbi-unveils-list-of-most-dangerous-american-cities-in-2014/ 

 

March 18: 54 Mass. Police departments reach an aid agreement 
 

March 18, 2014, BOSTON Herald: Police chiefs in 54 Massachusetts communities have 
signed a mutual aid agreement allowing officers to respond to legitimate law 
enforcement emergencies in another jurisdiction.  The agreement enhances public 
safety and protects officers. 
The agreement was a response to two Supreme Judicial Court cases, including one in 
which drunken driving charges were dismissed because an officer followed the suspect 
across town lines. 

 
http://bostonherald.com/news_opinion/local_coverage/2014/03/54_mass_police_departments_reach_aid_ag
reement 
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March 18: The University of Massachusetts hires former Boston Police 
Commissioner to conduct review 

March 14, 2014, Daily Collegian: The University of Massachusetts has hired former 
Boston Police Commissioner Edward Davis to conduct a review of the University and 
town’s response to last weekend’s “Blarney Blowout” and similar crowd-related 
disturbances, according to a UMass press release.  Davis said they “will look at 
everything to recommend best practices that can be adopted to ensure public safety in 
way that does not result in civil unrest. I am confident that both the town and the 
university community will benefit from this review”.  

http://dailycollegian.com/2014/03/14/umass-hires-former-boston-police-commissioner-to-conduct-review/ 

March 18: Miami-Dade police department reviews report in botched police 
sting 

March 14, 2014, Local10.com: The Miami-Dade Police Department said it is in the 
process of reviewing the Miami-Dade State Attorney's critical and sharply-worded 41-
page report closing out an investigation into a botched police sting during which Miami-
Dade police officers shot and killed four criminals. Eleven officers were involved in the 
fatal shootings of four known criminals the night of June 30, 2011. The Miami-Dade 
State Attorney's report classifies one of those shootings as justified, outlines questions 
about the other three but concludes insufficient evidence exists to prosecute them as 
criminal actions. 
 
http://www.local10.com/news/miamidade-police-department-reviews-report-in-botched-police-
sting/24983846 

March 18: Seattle PD hires senior media advisor 
 
March 17, 2014, Seattle Weekly News: PD hires Andrew Garber, who has spent the last 
13 years covering the state legislature for the local paper. Garber’s hiring comes at an 
interesting time for SPD. Operating under a Department of Justice Consent Decree, a 
badly mismanaged misconduct ruling, among other things, has left the appearance of a 
reform effort that’s flailing. 

http://www.seattleweekly.com/news/thedailyweekly/951707-129/seattle-police-department-hires-andrew-
garber 

March 18: Detroit Chief introduces neighborhood police officers 
 
DETROIT (WXYZ) - Detroit Police Chief James Craig will be introducing members of his 
Neighborhood Police Officers (NPO) to City Council Tuesday. 

NPO will provide citizens within specific neighborhoods with a public safety liaison who 
will be directly responsible for addressing quality of life issues and developing strategies 
to mitigate crime. It's an initiative Chief Craig has been able to implement successfully in 
other cities such as Cincinnati. 
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http://www.wxyz.com/news/region/detroit/live-at-1030-am-detroit-chief-craig-introduces-neighborhood-
police-officers 

 

March 18: New chief takes the helm at Whiteville NC. PD 

 
March 17, 2014, 6WECT: WHITEVILLE, NC (WECT) – A former precinct commander 
from Baltimore County, Maryland has started work as chief of the Whiteville Police 
Department.  

Jeff Rosier, who took the helm in the Columbus County seat earlier this month, retired 
from the Baltimore County Police Department in 2011 after 30 years of service.  

Baltimore County's 1,900 police officers are charged with protecting 817,000 people, a 
larger jurisdiction than four states and nearby Baltimore City and Washington, D.C., 
according to an annual report published by the department.  

  
http://www.wect.com/story/24996052/whiteville-welcomes-new-police-chief-former-baltimore-county-
precinct-captain  

 

March 18: Connecticut lawmakers draft police complaints bill 

A reminder of the potential consequences if the public perception is that we are not 
properly investigating law enforcement misconduct.  Lt. Dan 

March 17, 2014, Boston.com: HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Connecticut lawmakers are 
considering imposing new requirements on police departments statewide on how they 
receive and investigate complaints from residents alleging misconduct by officers. 

Legislators have drafted a bill that they say is in response to several police departments 
not accepting or investigating complaints about inappropriate behavior by officers. The 
Judiciary Committee approved the bill last week, and it awaits action in the House and 
Senate. 

The committee singled out East Haven police for not accepting complaints about racial 
profiling. Such complaints led to a U.S. Justice Department investigation that began in 
2009 and found a pattern of discrimination and biased policing in East Haven, 
particularly against Latinos. The probe led to four town officers being sentenced to 
prison and police being required to make improvements as part of a 2012 consent 
decree. 
 
http://www.boston.com/news/local/connecticut/2014/03/17/conn-lawmakers-mull-police-
complaints-bill/dAhriwrCuvjLEhyOg9IOMI/story.html 

 
March 19: Report faults police response to LA airport shooting in Nov 2013 
March 18, 2014, Reuters: - A review of a deadly shooting that killed a federal security 
officer at Los Angeles International Airport in November faulted law enforcement 
agencies for communication lapses during the initial response, a report showed on 
Tuesday. 
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While praising the heroism of individual officers, the report by Los Angeles World 
Airports said communications were cumbersome because radio systems used by airport 
police were largely incompatible with those used by other agencies. 

As a result, the inquiry found, communications between airport police and other law 
enforcement officials were limited to a single access channel. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/03/18/us-usa-airport-shooting-idUSBREA2H24420140318 

March 19: L.A. budget chief urges City to cut deficit, not expand 

Looks like LA is still dealing with some budget issues. Lt. Dan 

March 18, 2014, LA Times:  Budget Chief stated they should work instead toward 
eliminating a recurring deficit by 2018. He said a rebounding economy and greater 
stability in the city's finances have created new pressure to add or expand local 
government. He recommended that council members focus on initiatives to stabilize the 
budget, such as reducing entry-level city salaries and securing new healthcare 
concessions from the workforce and that no raises should be provided for three years. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-city-budget-20140318,0,5101235.story#axzz2wQ0Hgpi0 

 

March 19: Kansas could make it a felony to report unfounded allegations of 
police abuse 
 
Although most of us in law enforcement have seen the citizen complaint system abused, 
this proposed bill appears to be contrary to current best practices. Lt. Dan 
 
The law would require anyone making a complaint against a law enforcement officer to 
swear an affidavit before the complaint would be investigated.  If any portion of the 
complaint is later shown to be false, the complainant could be prosecuted for perjury. 
The proposed bill would allow officers to avoid answering questions until they have had 
an opportunity to review the complaint and all the associated documentation.  It would 
also prohibit any agency from investigating a citizen complaint if the citizen if another law 
enforcement agency had found the complaint to be without merit.  
 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/03/18/kansas-legislature-could-make-it-a-felony-
to-report-unfounded-allegations-of-police-abuse/ 
 

March 20: Conn. approves PTSD proposal for responders 
 

March 20, 2014, Connecticut Post: Hartford Post:  Hartford, Conn.  EMS, police, and 
firefighters will be able to file claims under workers comp for mental-health counseling 
following a post-traumatic stress diagnosis.  Public employees, including teachers 
experiencing violent events such as the Sandy Hook Elementary School shootings, 
shoud have their mental-health treatments paid under state Workers’ Compensation law, 
a legistlative panel decided Tuesday.  
 
http://www.policeone.com/health-fitness/articles/6993293-Conn-approves-PTSD-proposal-for-responders/ 

 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/03/18/us-usa-airport-shooting-idUSBREA2H24420140318
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-city-budget-20140318,0,5101235.story#axzz2wQ0Hgpi0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/03/18/kansas-legislature-could-make-it-a-felony-to-report-unfounded-allegations-of-police-abuse/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/03/18/kansas-legislature-could-make-it-a-felony-to-report-unfounded-allegations-of-police-abuse/
http://www.policeone.com/health-fitness/articles/6993293-Conn-approves-PTSD-proposal-for-responders/
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March 20: Police “retaliation bill” stalled in legislature 

Follow up on the Kansas bill we reported on earlier: Lt. Dan 
 
A House bill that would have criminalized false complaints against police officers 
appears to be stalled after a committee hearing Tuesday. 
 
http://www.hutchnews.com/news/local_state_news/article_0e1c7a5b-74bf-5b1d-b443-38021359bb5a.html 
 

March 21: Gun-mounted flashlights spark concerns in wake of accidental 
Denver police shootings 

March 20, 2014, .denverpost:  Denver's police chief said Thursday he has ordered extra 
training and a review of department policies after the second accidental shooting by an 
officer this month and the fifth in a little over a year. 

Police are still investigating the latest shooting Sunday night, but at least two of 
the accidental shootings have been blamed on gun-mounted tactical flashlights. 
Such lights have also been cited in other accidental police shootings across the 
country, including one that killed a man in Texas. 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_25387704/denver-police-chief-orders-added-training-after-accidental 

March 21: Hawaii law allows officers to have sex with prostitutes 
 
March 21, 2104: HONOLULU (AP) — Honolulu police officers have urged lawmakers to 
keep an exemption in state law that allows undercover officers to have sex with 
prostitutes during investigations, touching off a heated debate. 
 
Authorities say they need the legal protection to catch lawbreakers in the act. Critics, 
including human trafficking experts and other police, say it's unnecessary and could 
further victimize sex workers, many of whom have been forced into the trade. 
 
Police haven't said how often — or even if — they use the provision. And when they 
asked legislators to preserve it, they made assurances that internal policies and 
procedures are in place to prevent officers from taking advantage of it. 
 
Not sure why the police authorities would want to keep this law on the books, when they 
state they have policies that prohibit the activity. Lt. Dan  
 
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/hawaii-law-lets-police-have-sex-prostitutes 

 

March 21: Many Connecticut Police Departments with hold public info, 
investigation finds 
 
March 19, 2014, Middletown Press: Staff at the New Haven Register, The Middletown 
Press and The Register Citizen tested all 92 municipal police departments across 
Connecticut and 11 state police troops during the last week of February and the first two 
weeks of March. They gave each department tested a letter grade and published their 
list in their newspapers, causing some embarrassment to some of the agencies. 
 

http://www.hutchnews.com/news/local_state_news/article_0e1c7a5b-74bf-5b1d-b443-38021359bb5a.html
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_25387704/denver-police-chief-orders-added-training-after-accidental
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/hawaii-law-lets-police-have-sex-prostitutes
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Are your policies consistent with public records law, and are your personnel in 
compliance with policy.  This might be a good area for an inspection, to avoid negative 
public perception.  If one group of newspapers uses this approach a paper in your area 
may follow suit.  Lt. Dan.  
 
http://www.middletownpress.com/general-news/20140319/many-connecticut-police-departments-withhold-
public-info-investigation-finds 

 

March 21: Honolulu PD Want to Keep Misconduct Away From Public 
Scrutiny 

March 21, 2014, The Civil Beat: The Honolulu Police Department is teaming up with 
Hawaii’s politically powerful police union to oppose legislation that would require police 
agencies to disclose the names of all officers disciplined for misconduct. 

Both the HPD and the State of Hawaii Organizations of Police Officers oppose a House 
bill moving through the Legislature that seeks to change the public records law by 
stripping out an exemption that has allowed suspended cops to keep their names and 
misdeeds away from public review. 

While journalists and good government groups have supported the push for more 
transparency, the heft of the state’s largest police force could make it more challenging 
for the bill to pass as written. 

http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2014/03/20/21551-honolulu-police-want-to-keep-misconduct-away-from-
public-scrutiny/ 

 

March 21: San Bernardino appoints new police chief 

March 21, 2014, The Sun: This week, the City Council appointed interim Chief Jarrod 
Burguan to the position permanently, its quiet action a complete departure from the 
protracted processes deployed to hire the past two chiefs. 

Burguan was named interim chief in December, shortly after Robert Handy moved 
southwest to lead the Huntington Beach Police Department. At the council’s meeting 
Monday, members voted to drop “interim” from Burguan’s title. 

http://www.sbsun.com/opinion/20140321/no-fuss-in-selection-of-san-bernardinos-new-police-chief-opinion 

March 21: NYPD Commissioner tells city council houses are “a disgrace” 

March 21, 2014, Newsday: NYPD Commissioner William Bratton said city officers are 
working out of ghastly precinct buildings and that it would cost an astronomical amount 
of money to fix them.  

Testifying for the first time at a City Council budget hearing, Bratton agreed with 
Councilman James Vacca (D-Bronx), who said that station houses were "deplorable." 

http://www.middletownpress.com/general-news/20140319/many-connecticut-police-departments-withhold-public-info-investigation-finds
http://www.middletownpress.com/general-news/20140319/many-connecticut-police-departments-withhold-public-info-investigation-finds
http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2014/03/20/21551-honolulu-police-want-to-keep-misconduct-away-from-public-scrutiny/
http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2014/03/20/21551-honolulu-police-want-to-keep-misconduct-away-from-public-scrutiny/
http://www.sbsun.com/opinion/20140321/no-fuss-in-selection-of-san-bernardinos-new-police-chief-opinion
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"They have been neglected too long and it is just inappropriate to ask professional 
people to work in those houses. You send a terrible message to the public that you just 
don't care," Vacca said. 

http://www.newsday.com/news/new-york/nypd-chief-tells-city-council-station-houses-are-a-disgrace-
1.7467280 

March 23: Albuquerque Police Officer Shooting was justified 

March 21, 2014, KRQE.TV: VIDEO: ALBUQUERQUE (KRQE) – Critics of the 
Albuquerque Police Department are raising serious questions about the fatal shooting of 
a homeless camper in the foothills, one even calling it murder. Meanwhile, the 
department says the shooting was justified. 

In the department’s first news conference since the shooting took place, APD did 
something they normally don’t do, releasing the entire video of the incident. 

http://krqe.com/2014/03/21/apd-officer-involved-shooting-was-justified/ 

 
March 24: Chicago should turn over police misconduct investigation files 
 
Interesting editorial regarding the City of Chicago’s efforts to keep police misconduct 
investigation records from the media.  Lt. Dan 

March 24, 2014, Chicago Tribune: For seven years and counting, the city of Chicago has 
fought to keep the public from seeing records that would show how complaints of police 
misconduct are handled. Last week, an appellate court said (again) that those records 
aren't exempt from disclosure under the state's Freedom of Information Act. 

But independent journalist Jamie Kalven, who sued to get the records, won't see them 
any time soon — and neither will you — because the city plans to appeal the case to the 
Illinois Supreme Court. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/editorials/ct-police-investigation-files-edit-0324-
20140324,0,4412244.story 

 

March 24: Nashville Chief responds to report critical of domestic violence 
policies 
 
Although this was released last month I wanted to include it as a resource for anyone 
who may be interesting in domestic violence issues. Lt. Dan. 
 
Feb 24, 2014, The Tennessean: Metro Police Chief Steve Anderson made a spirited 
defense of his department in light of a critical domestic violence report, while 
acknowledging room for improvement. 

The report, first revealed by The Tennessean on Feb. 12, was part of a top-to-bottom 
review of how Nashville handles domestic violence cases, from the initial 911 call 
through the court process and beyond. While Metro had released 22 pages of 

http://www.newsday.com/news/new-york/nypd-chief-tells-city-council-station-houses-are-a-disgrace-1.7467280
http://www.newsday.com/news/new-york/nypd-chief-tells-city-council-station-houses-are-a-disgrace-1.7467280
http://krqe.com/2014/03/21/apd-officer-involved-shooting-was-justified/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/editorials/ct-police-investigation-files-edit-0324-20140324,0,4412244.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/editorials/ct-police-investigation-files-edit-0324-20140324,0,4412244.story
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recommendations in September, it withheld a 185-page report that detailed serious 
problems in how such cases are handled. 

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20140224/NEWS/302240065/Metro-Nashville-police-chief-defends-
agency-light-domestic-violence-report 

 
Link to report:  
http://archive.tennessean.com/assets/pdf/DN218600212.pdf 

March 25: Denver Monitor’s mediation program gets national spotlight 
 
March 25, 2014, Denver Post: A Denver program that puts in the same room police 
officers and community members who file complaints against them is serving as a 
national model as the independent police monitor heads to St. Louis to help the city 
create a program of its own. 
 
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_25420190/denver-monitors-police-mediation-program-gets-national-
spotlight 

 
March 25: DC Capitol Police Chief questioned in congressional hearing 
reference officer involved shooting 
 
Many remember the widely televised shooting that started in front of the White House 
last year. Lt. Dan.  

 
March 25, 2014, WND: WASHINGTON – Capitol Hill Police Chief Kim C. Dine told a 
congressional hearing Monday his department made the right call when officers gunned 
down an unarmed mother with her baby in tow. 
 
http://mobile.wnd.com/2014/03/d-c-police-chief-grilled-on-shooting/ 

 

March 25: Bipartisan bill in Congress would create independent oversight 
of Border Patrol, Customs 

Union representative says bill "will bring transparency to the actions agents have to 
take." The Border Patrol will come under increasing pressure to provide more 
transparency next week when two members of the U.S. House introduce a bipartisan bill 
amid scrutiny of how the agency handles border shootings by agents. 

The bill aims to improve accountability at the Border Patrol and Customs and Border 
Protection, while also giving agents and officers more training and resources. The 
proposal has gained at least tentative support both from human-rights groups and the 
union representing Border Patrol agents. 

Among other measures, the bill would: 

• Create an independent Border Oversight Commission. 

• Establish an ombudsman's office within the Department of Homeland Security to 
address border and immigration issues. 

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20140224/NEWS/302240065/Metro-Nashville-police-chief-defends-agency-light-domestic-violence-report
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20140224/NEWS/302240065/Metro-Nashville-police-chief-defends-agency-light-domestic-violence-report
http://archive.tennessean.com/assets/pdf/DN218600212.pdf
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_25420190/denver-monitors-police-mediation-program-gets-national-spotlight
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_25420190/denver-monitors-police-mediation-program-gets-national-spotlight
http://mobile.wnd.com/2014/03/d-c-police-chief-grilled-on-shooting/
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• Create a liaison office to improve relations between the agencies and border 
communities. 

• Require significantly more transparency during the investigation of deadly use-of-force 
incidents. 

• Provide additional training and resources to officers, agents and supervisors. 

March 26: TSA wants law enforcement at checkpoints 
 
March 26, 2015, AP: The Transportation Security Administration recommended 
Wednesday that armed law enforcement officers be posted at security checkpoints and 
ticket counters during peak hours in the aftermath of last year's fatal shooting at Los 
Angeles International Airport. 
 
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/tsa-law-enforcement-checkpoints-23067403 

 

March 27: The Complaint Jar Runneth Over 

A citizen expresses his concerns regarding the Boston PD - IA in their handling of his 
complaint and writes about additional concerns he has with Boston PD - IA. Lt. Dan 

April 2014, Boston Magazine: Hundreds of citizens are waiting—and waiting—for the 
Boston Police Department to respond to allegations of wrongdoing. Will they ever get 
answers? 

http://www.bostonmagazine.com/news/article/2014/03/25/boston-police-department-internal-affairs-
complaints/ 
 

March 27: Law Enforcement’s Dependence on Civil Asset Forfeiture in 
Georgia and Texas 
 
Interesting article on some of the dependency and accountability issues that can be 
experienced with asset forfeiture funds.  Lt. Dan 

March 26, 2104, Heritage Foundation: Law enforcement agencies across the nation use 
revenue derived from civil asset forfeiture to fund their operations. There is a certain 
appeal to the idea: The bad guys are deprived of ill-gotten or ill-used assets, and the 
good guys get to use those assets to pursue other bad guys. But there is reason to be 
concerned about law enforcement agencies becoming dependent on such self-funding, 
which takes place outside the normal legislative process.  

This Issue Brief will focus on two states in which law enforcement agencies are heavily 
dependent on civil asset forfeiture: Georgia and Texas. These two examples 
demonstrate that dependence on asset forfeiture makes it difficult for citizens to hold law 
enforcement accountable. States should seek to reduce that dependence by using the 
normal budget process to fund law enforcement.  

http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2014/03/law-enforcements-dependence-on-civil-asset-forfeiture-in-
georgia-and-texas 
 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/tsa-law-enforcement-checkpoints-23067403
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/news/article/2014/03/25/boston-police-department-internal-affairs-complaints/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/news/article/2014/03/25/boston-police-department-internal-affairs-complaints/
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2014/03/law-enforcements-dependence-on-civil-asset-forfeiture-in-georgia-and-texas
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2014/03/law-enforcements-dependence-on-civil-asset-forfeiture-in-georgia-and-texas
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March 27: HONOLULU Police OK with outlawing sex with prostitutes with 
police officers 
 
On March 21, we provided a link to an article that Honolulu PD was pushing to retain an 
old law on the books allowing officers to legally have sex with prostitutes.  This made 
international news quickly. 
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/hawaii-law-lets-police-have-sex-prostitutes 
I guess HPD had second thoughts per the article below. Lt. Dan    

March 25, 2014, HONOLULU (AP) — Honolulu police told a key Hawaii lawmaker 
Tuesday that they're OK with making it expressly illegal for officers to have sex with 
prostitutes, as long as undercover officers can still say they'll have sex so they can 
make arrests. 

Honolulu police spokeswoman Teresa Bell told The Associated Press on Tuesday that 
officers have never been allowed to have sex with prostitutes under departmental rules, 
so making it illegal won't change how officers operate. 

http://www.seattlepi.com/news/crime/article/Honolulu-police-Outlaw-sex-with-prostitutes-5349135.php 

 
March 27 What started the, “cop eating donuts stereotype” 
 
Here is the answer to the question you have been wondering about for years, and then 
again, maybe not.  But I bet the odds are good you will check this article out.  Lt. Dan 
 
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2013/09/started-cops-eating-donuts-stereotype/ 
 

March 29: Kansas Senate guts, kills police transparency bill 

Follow up on a story we posted at link below, earlier this month. Lt. Dan 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/03/18/kansas-legislature-could-make-it-a-felony-
to-report-unfounded-allegations-of-police-abuse/ 

March 27, 2014, Washington Post: Supporters of the bill say King’s amendments have 
rendered it mostly useless. So Kansas Senate Majority Leader Terry Bruce now says he 
isn’t going to allow it to come to the floor for a vote. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/03/27/kansas-senate-guts-kills-police-
transparency-bill/ 

March 29: Second Rape Kit Lawsuit Names More Officials 

What are you policies regarding rape kits?  Lt. Dan. 

March 27, 2014, Memphis Daily News: The second federal lawsuit since December over 
the Memphis Police Department’s backlog of 12,000 untested rape kits casts a wider net 

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/hawaii-law-lets-police-have-sex-prostitutes
http://www.seattlepi.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fcrime&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Teresa+Bell%22
http://www.seattlepi.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fcrime&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22The+Associated+Press%22
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/crime/article/Honolulu-police-Outlaw-sex-with-prostitutes-5349135.php
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2013/09/started-cops-eating-donuts-stereotype/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/03/18/kansas-legislature-could-make-it-a-felony-to-report-unfounded-allegations-of-police-abuse/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/03/18/kansas-legislature-could-make-it-a-felony-to-report-unfounded-allegations-of-police-abuse/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/03/27/kansas-senate-guts-kills-police-transparency-bill/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/03/27/kansas-senate-guts-kills-police-transparency-bill/
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of defendants than the first lawsuit, including the current and former Memphis police 
directors and the current and former district attorneys general. 

The lawsuit filed gives what could become a common allegation, that the backlog was a 
policy, whether written or unwritten, formal or informal.  It alleges the city “did not have 
an effective inventorying system for the rape kits it processed, nor was there any 
effective inter-departmental communication as to the prioritization of certain kits that it 
prepared and as to certain rape cases being investigated.” 

http://www.memphisdailynews.com/news/2014/mar/28/second-rape-kit-lawsuit-names-more-officials/ 

March 29: ABC News Hires Former New York Police Commissioner 

March 28, 2014, NY Times: ABC News announced on Friday that it had hired the former 
New York City police commissioner, Raymond W. Kelly, as a consultant and expert 
commentator on law enforcement issues. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/29/business/media/abc-news-hires-ray-kelly-former-new-york-city-police-
commissioner.html?_r=0 

Albuquerque police face hundreds of protesters 

March 31, 2014, Seattle PI: ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — The Albuquerque mayor 
said late Sunday that a more than 10-hour protest over recent police shootings has 
turned from peaceful into "mayhem," as officers in riot gear clashed with protesters who 
blocked traffic, tried to get on freeways and shouted anti-police slogans. 

http://www.seattlepi.com/news/crime/article/Albuquerque-police-face-hundreds-of-protesters-5361131.php 

NM police protest turns violent, 'Anonymous' attacks department website 

March 31, 2014, Police One: Protestors threw rocks at police and at least one officer 
was trapped ina police cruiser s protesters tried to break windows.  One officer was 
injured.  

http://www.policeone.com/Officer-Safety/articles/7028287-NM-police-protest-turns-violent-Anonymous-
attacks-department-website/ 

Albuquerque Police chief vows reforms after violent protest 

March 31, 2014, Yahoo News: ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — A day after a protest over 
Albuquerque police shootings devolved into violence, the city's new police chief on 
Monday commended officers for showing restraint and said he is about to unveil reforms 
that include changes to the embattled department's recruiting process. 

http://news.yahoo.com/police-chief-vows-reforms-violent-protest-231944631.html 

Survey: Forest Service law enforcement officers pan leadership  

http://www.memphisdailynews.com/news/2014/mar/28/second-rape-kit-lawsuit-names-more-officials/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/29/business/media/abc-news-hires-ray-kelly-former-new-york-city-police-commissioner.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/29/business/media/abc-news-hires-ray-kelly-former-new-york-city-police-commissioner.html?_r=0
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/crime/article/Albuquerque-police-face-hundreds-of-protesters-5361131.php
http://www.policeone.com/Officer-Safety/articles/7028287-NM-police-protest-turns-violent-Anonymous-attacks-department-website/
http://www.policeone.com/Officer-Safety/articles/7028287-NM-police-protest-turns-violent-Anonymous-attacks-department-website/
http://news.yahoo.com/police-chief-vows-reforms-violent-protest-231944631.html
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March 31, 2014, Yakima Herald: A survey of Forest Service law enforcement officers, 
who patrol 155 national forests, offers detailed reasons for their unhappiness.  Officers 
indicated they are distrustful of management, highly critical of their top leader and 
believe the agency is rife with favoritism and hampered by inadequate funding.  

http://www.yakimaherald.com/news/lateststatenews/2060010-8/survey-forest-service-law-enforcement-
officers-pan-leadership 
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KCMO police reorganize to focus on high-crime area 

March 31, 2014, Fox 4: KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A massive reorganization of the police 
department is targeting violent crime in a small area of the city. 

http://fox4kc.com/2014/03/31/kcmo-police-reorganize-to-focus-on-high-crime-area/ 

NYPD Commissioner Bill Bratton blames predecessor Raymond Kelly, ex-Mayor 
Bloomberg for 'awful' police morale 

March 31, 2014, NY Daily News: In an interview that aired Sunday on Channel 7, 
Bratton said Kelly's heavy reliance on the controversial stop-and-frisk tactic was part of 
the reason for the 'awful' moral in his department. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/bratton-slams-kelly-bloomberg-awful-moral-nypd-article-1.1739987 

Law Enforcement Misconduct  

Miami police chief lays down law to cops:  

March 3, 2014, Miami Herald: A day after dozens of Miami police union members 
stormed City Hall and interrupted a commission meeting, Police Chief Manuel Orosa laid 
down the law: Do it again and you’ll be prosecuted.  

http://www.miamiherald.com/2014/03/03/3971543/miami-police-chief-lays-down-law.html 

March 7: Detroit police officer charged with sexually assaulting women 
while responding to call.  

March 7, 2014, Detroit Free Press: The woman called 911, seeking help from police 
after reportedly being assaulted by her boyfriend.  But while police responded to the 
domestic violence call, one of the officers allegedly took the woman into an upstairs 
bedroom and sexually assaulted her, authorities said. 

Detroit Police Officer Deon Nunlee has been charged in the alleged Oct. 30 assault of a 
31-year-old woman. Police said DNA connected Nunlee to the assault. 

“I’m troubled,” Detroit Police Chief James Craig said at a news conference Friday. 
“Certainly, this is the type of criminal misconduct that should never happen by any 
member of this department, or any department for that matter.” 

Nunlee is the third Detroit police officer to face charges this month. 

http://www.freep.com/article/20140307/NEWS01/303070095/Detroit-cop-rape-911 
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March 12: Deputy accused of illegal stops and seizures of money 

MARCH 7, 2014, AP: RENO, Nev. — A rural Nevada sheriff’s deputy is accused of 
stopping travelers on a lonely stretch of U.S. Interstate 80 and confiscating tens of 
thousands of dollars for the county without bringing charges, according to two federal 
lawsuits.  

http://www.chieftain.com/news/2358822-120/dove-nguyen-deputy-cash 

 
March 13: Philly cop arrested, suspended for false imprisonment 
 
March 12, 2014, Philly.com: The officer was suspended and criminally charged after he 
allegedly arrested a war veteran off a city street corner, handcuffed him and drove him 
around for about 15 minutes before releasing him.  The officer was upset because the 
subject and his friends standing on the corner yelled at him that he made an illegal turn 
when he drove by. VIDEO, unfortunate incident, which it appears, could have been 
avoided. Lt. Dan.   
 
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/dncrime/Philly-cop-arrested-suspended-for-false-imprisonment.html 

 

March 13: FBI believes Border Patrol agent found dead in his house 
responsible for kidnapping  
March 12, 2014, AP: The FBI believes a Border Patrol agent found dead in his South 
Texas home is responsible for the kidnapping and assault of three females who were 

in the country illegally, the agency said Thursday.  
 
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/texas-authorities-find-federal-agent-dead-hurt-22900770 

 
March 13: Officer fired after minivan shooting not returning   
 

March 13, 2014, FE, N.M. (AP) –A New Mexico State Police officer who was fired after 
shooting (Oct 28, 2013) at a minivan full of children near Taos will not get his old job 
back despite a new agreement, a state official said Friday. 
 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/mar/14/state-ex-officer-in-minivan-shooting-reaches-deal/ 

March 14: LA Sheriff’s Deputy convicted of on duty rape 

A Los Angeles County sheriff’s deputy was convicted Thursday of rape and bribery, 
stemming from two traffic stops, in 2010, including one in which he pulled a woman over, 
then raped her in the desert, prosecutors said. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-sheriffs-deputy-convicted-of-rape-
20140313,0,3404365.story#axzz2w0S98b00 
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March 15: Miami-Dade Crime Stoppers Head Faces Two Weeks in Jail for 
Contempt of Court 
 

March 15, 2014, NBC6Florida: The executive director of Miami-Dade Crime 
Stoppers is facing up to two weeks in jail on a contempt of court charge for stuffing 
an anonymous tip in his mouth instead of handing it over to a judge Friday. 
 
http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Miami-Dade-Crime-Stoppers-Head-Arrested-250351751.html 

March 16: Judge orders Minneapolis to pay more than $410K in suits 
against one officer 

March 10, 2014, StarTribune: A judge’s order in a Minneapolis police brutality suit last 
week pushed the city’s bill to $410,653.33 for two lawsuits filed against police officer 
Michael Griffin. 

The suits, one stemming from a 2010 incident and the other from 2011, both involve 
cases in which Griffin was off-duty and at downtown bars when he allegedly punched or 
kicked people who did not want to fight him. Three people were hospitalized as a result 
of the incidents, including one man who was unconscious and bleeding for more than 
five minutes, according to one of the lawsuits.  The officer is still working and the status 
of the internal review is currently unavailable.  

http://www.startribune.com/local/minneapolis/249221501.html 

 

March 16: Former FBI agent sentenced for making illegal cash deposits 
 
March 4, 2014, DOJ Announcement: The Bank Secrecy Act requires financial 
institutions, such as banks, to file Currency Transaction Reports (CTR) on any cash 
transaction in an amount greater than $10,000. CTRs are filed with the United States 
Department of Treasury and are made available to law enforcement agencies, such as 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Under federal law banks must submit Currency 
Transaction Reports (CTR) for deposit received over 10K. It is a federal crime to make 
cash deposits in an amount of $10,000 or less with the intent to prevent a financial 
institution from filing CTRs such transactions.  Between 2008 and 2013 the agent made 
won over $488K gambling and in an attempt to circumvent this law made deposits of 
less than 10K in different banks.  The IRS identified the issue and along with the FBI 
completed the investigation.  The agent was sentenced to two years of probation.   
 
http://www.justice.gov/oig/press/2014/2014-03-04.pdf 

March 18: Seattle firefighters attack homeless man 
You read it correctly, firefighters. Lt. Dan. 
 
March 16, 2014, The News Tribune: SEATTLE — An off-duty firefighter was stabbed 
and is facing criminal charges with another firefighter after attacking a homeless man 
sleeping on a memorial for fallen firefighters in Seattle's Pioneer Square, fire and police 
said. The attack happened on Saturday when the two off-duty firefighters and a woman, 
all apparently drunk, walked by the sleeping man. According to witnesses, the woman 

http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Miami-Dade-Crime-Stoppers-Head-Arrested-250351751.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/minneapolis/249221501.html
http://www.justice.gov/oig/press/2014/2014-03-04.pdf
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yelled at the man for sleeping at the memorial and then kicked him, police said. The 
firefighters then joined in, hitting the man with a stick and kicking him. The homeless 
man defended himself and furnished a knife. He struck one of the firefighters. 

http://www.thenewstribune.com/2014/03/16/3100198/seattle-police-homeless-man-attacked.html 

March 18: Cranston RI Chief to retire amid parking ticket probe 

CRANSTON, R.I. (AP) — Cranston Police Chief Marco Palombo Jr. has retired as state 
police continue investigate a parking ticket scandal. Palombo had been on paid 
administration leave since Jan. 10 while state police looked into whether officers issued 
parking tickets as retribution against two City Council members in November. Mayor 
Allan Fung reinstated Palombo on Monday to allow him to retire. 

http://www.chron.com/news/crime/article/Cranston-police-chief-retiring-amid-ticket-probe-5326744.php 

 

March 18: Baltimore police officer strangled girlfriend’s puppy after it 
defecated on the carpet.  
 
March 5, 2014, Washington Post:  This story has been out a while but has been getting 
a tremendous amount of attention.  The reason the officer was upset was because the 
dog defecated on the carpet. This is one of those headlines you don’t want to see and 
certainly has a negative impact on public perception of law enforcement. Lt. Dan. 
 
 http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/man-charged-in-killing-of-puppy-after-it-pooped-on-
carpet/2014/03/05/a18c2dc8-a48e-11e3-a5fa-55f0c77bf39c_story.html 
  

March 18: Amite (La) Police Chief may have violated state law 
 
Amite Police Chief Jerry Trabona may have violated state law when he paid 25 off-duty 
policemen $18,000 for 360 court appearances even though the officers did not attend 
court on those days, state auditors said.  Link to the State audit report. 

 
http://app1.lla.la.gov/PublicReports.nsf/E1982010483C1FC886257C99005AC4AA/$FILE/000382D7.pdf 

 
March 19: Ex-San Diego Officer pleads guilty to campaign fraud scheme 

SAN DIEGO — Ernesto “Ernie” Encinas, 58, a retired San Diego police detective 
admitted Tuesday to helping funnel illegal foreign funds into local political campaigns, 
the Mayor’s race. He faces up to eight years in prison when sentenced June 9.  As 
owner of a security consulting business, Encinas provided protection for Mexican tycoon 
José Susumo Azano Matsura, the alleged source of $600,000 in illegal donations. 

Prosecutors say Azano, wanted to buy political influence so he could transform San 
Diego’s bayfront into “Miami West.” 

http://www.thenewstribune.com/2014/03/16/3100198/seattle-police-homeless-man-attacked.html
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fcrime&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Marco+Palombo%22
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fcrime&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Allan+Fung%22
http://www.chron.com/news/crime/article/Cranston-police-chief-retiring-amid-ticket-probe-5326744.php
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/man-charged-in-killing-of-puppy-after-it-pooped-on-carpet/2014/03/05/a18c2dc8-a48e-11e3-a5fa-55f0c77bf39c_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/man-charged-in-killing-of-puppy-after-it-pooped-on-carpet/2014/03/05/a18c2dc8-a48e-11e3-a5fa-55f0c77bf39c_story.html
http://app1.lla.la.gov/PublicReports.nsf/E1982010483C1FC886257C99005AC4AA/$FILE/000382D7.pdf
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The U.S. Attorney’s Office said Encinas had a motive of his own — to have then-Police 
Chief Bill Lansdowne ousted.  Sources say Encinas wanted a new chief with more 
lenient views on alcohol licensing for nightclubs and bars.  

http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2014/mar/18/encinas-campaign-finance-guilty-plea-court/ 

 
March 20, LAPD Officer’s termination upheld for releasing Rhianna DV 
photo to TMZ 
 
March 20, 2014, Hollywood Reporter: Officer Rebecca Reyes was found guilty of 
multiple counts of misconduct at an administrative hearing, and while she escaped 
criminal prosecution, she was terminated by LAPD after the 2009 incident.  She recently 
lost her termination appeal. 
 
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/thr-esq/judge-examines-lapd-officer-tied-689930 

 
March 20: Fresno officer charged with bribery  
 
March 19, 2014, fresnobee: A federal complaint alleges that the officer, along with a 
civilian individual told a suspected drug dealer that a federal investigation could be 
dropped in return for a $60,000 payment to the officer.  The suspected drug dealer paid 
the officer $20,000.  

 
http://www.fresnobee.com/2014/03/19/3831361/lawyer-fresno-officer-embarrassed.html 
 

March 20: Detective resigns amid investigation into missing drugs 

Another case involving the theft of prescription drugs from an evidence room.  Lt. Dan 

March 20, 2014, Cleveland.com: PARMA HEIGHTS, Ohio -- A Parma Heights detective 
resigned Monday amid the department's investigation into prescription drugs missing 
from its evidence room, police said Thursday. The department discovered prescription 
drugs missing from its evidence room Feb. 23. An investigation began immediately 
following that discovery, he said. 

http://www.cleveland.com/parma/index.ssf/2014/03/parma_heights_detective_resign.htm 

March 20: Tulsa police officer suspected of dealing cocaine  

March 17, 2014, (AP) -- A Tulsa police officer has been arrested on charges of 
possessing a firearm in a commission of a felony, conspiracy to traffic cocaine and 
violating the Computer Crimes Act. Tulsa police say the department launched an 
investigation into officer after receiving information he may have been involved with 
criminal activity. 

http://www.okcfox.com/story/24999353/tulsa-police-officer-suspected-of-dealing-cocaine 
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March 21: Former sheriff's deputy sentenced to jail for stealing Vicodin 
while on duty 
 
Deputy was apprehended as the result of an integrity sting investigation. Lt Dan. 
 
March 20, 2104, Detroit Free Press: CHARLOTTE — A former Eaton County sheriff’s 
deputy who officials said stole Vicodin while on duty was sentenced today to 90 days in 
jail. 
 
http://www.freep.com/article/20140320/NEWS06/303200111/darnell-sheriff-s-deputy-arrested-vicodin 

March 23: Detective in UK stole drugs from police compound and sold 
them for £1million to fund lavish lifestyle 

The interesting issue in this case is that the thefts were not identified through internal 
controls. Lt. Dan 

March 21, 2014, Mail Online: A corrupt detective who made more than £1 million by 
selling drugs he was meant to be destroying will only have to pay back an amount 
equating to a quarter of his ill-gotten gains. 

Nicholas McFadden, 39, while a detective constable at West Yorkshire Police, helped 
himself to heroin, cocaine and cannabis that had been confiscated from criminals and 
sold it on the streets for more than £600,000. 

However, a confiscation hearing held at Leeds Crown Court today was told how he 
made a total of £1,102,204.31 from his crimes. 

During last year's trial, the jury heard that the disgraced policeman and his accomplice, 
his brother Simon, 42 - who was sentenced to 16 years behind bars - made so much 
money they 'did not know what to do with it'. 

His colleagues had noticed that he purchased a private number plate for his car, began 
to wear designer clothing and an expensive wristwatch and talked about gifts he had 
bought his wife 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2586323/Detective-stole-drugs-police-compound-sold-1million-fund-
lavish-lifestyle-including-buying-ORANGERY-pays-just-250-000.html 

March 29: Officer resigned after getting hotel's security footage 

I haven’t seen one like this before, but I am sure it’s not the first time.  LT. Dan 

March 28, 2014, Wisconsin State Journal: A Madison police officer told an employee at a 
local hotel he needed its security footage as part of a police investigation, when in fact 
he was trying to see if a woman he had a relationship with was cheating on him, 
according to documents released Friday. 

http://www.freep.com/article/20140320/NEWS06/303200111/darnell-sheriff-s-deputy-arrested-vicodin
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2586323/Detective-stole-drugs-police-compound-sold-1million-fund-lavish-lifestyle-including-buying-ORANGERY-pays-just-250-000.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2586323/Detective-stole-drugs-police-compound-sold-1million-fund-lavish-lifestyle-including-buying-ORANGERY-pays-just-250-000.html
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http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/crime_and_courts/officer-resigned-after-getting-hotel-s-security-
footage/article_5bbc03d7-53a3-5979-be78-bbd14af3d7b4.html 

March 29: Former suburban Chicago police officer accused of operating a 
drug ring with two colleagues was sentenced to 24 years in prison. 
 
March 21, 2014, Chicago news: Former Schaumburg Officer Terrence O'Brien 
pleaded guilty Friday to unlawful possession of a controlled substance, official 
misconduct, burglary and armed violence before DuPage County Circuit Judge 
Blanche Hill Fawell. 
 
The 47-year-old O'Brien was arrested last year along with 30-year-old John 
Cichy and 29-year-old Matthew Hudak for allegedly stealing drugs seized by 
police and selling them through a street dealer. Among the drugs allegedly sold 
was marijuana and cocaine. 

http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/251568341.html 

Due to the large number of cases we recommend the link below. We do not endorse the 
link or its views but have found it to be a good source of police misconduct information.   

http://www.policemisconduct.net/ 
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